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NOTE. 



Colonel Bayly was the eldest son of John Bayly, Esq., 
who, with his ancestors, had long: resided at Hambrook, 
CO. Gloster. 

The Colonel's sister, Eliza, married Barre, son of the 
Rt. Hon. John Beresford, P.C. second son of the Earl of 
Tyrone, and brother of the Marouess of Waterford. 

The Colonel's son, Edgar J. Bayly, was a Captain in 
the 12th Regiment, under his command in Ireland. He 
is mentioned in the MS. 

This diary was purchased by the officers 1st Battalion 
Suffolk (12th) Regiment in 1894. 
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12th regiment. 



CHAPTER 1. 

A T sixty years of age tranquility ond reflection are 
^^ generally the only source of amusement from which 
we derive any transient gratification, in allusion to those 
who have reached that period free from any very great 
reproach of conscience ; some glide along the path of life 
uninterrupted by the least remarkable event, others are 
predestined to move in a sphere clouded by danger, hard- 
ship, want and attendant misery. I have participated in 
one and the other, and my existence prolonged beyond the 
common lot to those who have continually wandered on 
the extended theatre of the world; all I knew in my ju- 
venile years are passed away like shadows; the bravest, 
the kindest, the loveliest, the best are all involved in the 
gulf of one common grave, the inevitable destiny of mor- 
tality. But let us cease the tedious theme of moralizing, 
a species of wiiting fatiguing to the generality of readers, 
and passed over with apathy and indifference, pronounced 
as devoid of interest and irrelevant to the subject. I write 
pour passer le temps, caring neither for applause nor 
censure; the truth shall be published, and nothing but 
the strictest veracity shall flow from my pen. Historians 
may make their heroes gods, but I record the acts of men ; 
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and although the great Captain of the age, the immaculate 
Wellington, may appear like his fellow mortals in the 
course of this narration, I declare solemnly that no un- 
amicable or vindictive feeling actuated me in transmitting 
his actions to the scrutinizing examination of posterity. 

I am the son of a country squire who possessed a landed 
property of about fifteen hundred pounds per annum, near 
the beautiful hamlet of Trenchhay in Gloucestershire, about 
six miles fi^om the flourishing city of Bristol; he prided 
himself particularly on his ancient genealogy; so many 
hundred years Had the property descended from son to son, 
that it would be folly to recapitulate the absolute nonsense 
that he was accustomed to advance on this dubious point of 
pre-eminence ; suffice it merely to say that I was the eldest 
son, received an excellent education, was generally denom- 
inated the young squire, and considered myself the un- 
doubted heir to an entailed property of £1,500 a year ; 
horses, servants, carriages, hounds and money were at my 
command until 1 attained the age of eighteen, when, ob- 
serving every spirited young fellow clothing himself in 
red, blustering and talking of battles and their daring ex- 
ploits, I at once appealed to my father for the purpose of 
l)eing enrolled among these defenders of their country. I 
suggested every plausible argument to induce him to 
listen favourably to my entreaties, and at length succeeded 
in the object of my wishes ; he purchased me an ensigucy 
in the Twelfth Regiment of Infantry, at the recommenda- 
tion of an old schoolfellow of mine, who had, in the short 
space of four years, been promoted by purchase to the rank 
of captain in that corps. It was in the memorable year 
179G that I saw myself gazetted to an ensigncy in this 
gallant and favourite old regiment, then commanded by 
the young, handsome, gay, and celebrated Lieut.-Colonel 
Henry Hervey Aston. What delightful emotions filled 
i^y yo^ng heart on the receipt of a letter from my friend 
Woodhall, who was then with the corps at Newport, in the 
Isle of Wight, giving me a description of his success and 
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his various adventures and hair-breadth escapes during 
the 'campaign in Holland, under the Duke of York! He 
promised to give me a meeting at Southampton, at the 
Coach and Hordes Hotel. How anxiously did I anticipate 
the moment ot entering on the grand arena of chivalry I 
1 fenced and played single-stick under the tuition of Mon 
sieur Chabas, a fencing master, with such spirit and newlj 
excited animation, that at length the poor little French* 
man was driven into the extreme corner of the room, and 
the brim of his new hat fairly and scientifically cut through ; 
he, however, admonished my inside and outside thigh verr 
frequent 1}% ere I accomplished this feat of arms. The buoy- 
ancy of youth and excitement of the exercise banished from 
my body and mmd all sensation of pain ; the pastime over, 
the punishment was forgotten; at bedtime, however, the 
black and blue marks on the inside and outside of my right 
thigh brought to remembrance visible evidence that I had 
suffered considerably in the gentle conflict. The time now 
approached for my departure from the scenes of my youth ; 
local attachments impress the mind with strong feelings, 
and I could not view the village church, the babbling brook, 
the woods, the park, and the old family mansion with the 
golden Mercury erected over the porched door, surmounted 
by a superb hatchment (for the recent death of my great 
uncle), for the last time without sentiments of deep in- 
terest, in fact a species of lump in my throat impeding 
respiration ; a convulsive overcoming sensation thrilled 
through my whole system ; speech was denied, but the 
deep-drawn sigh and flood of tears too plainly demon- 
strated that I was mortal, like my fellow-creatures. How 
I could here sentimentalize ! but again I openly declare 
against all such prosing ; brevity, conciseness and simpli- 
city are my motto ; to these three constituent parts will 
I strictly adhere in spite of the scoffs of the world and their 
paltry "^7 ne possede pas un grand talent.''^ Eobert, my 
servant, was at the door with the horses ; rushing out of 
the house, after an affecting parting with my father, 
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mother and sisters, I quickly mounted my snorting steed, 
and witli a cursory glance at the old family mansion, that 
I was destined never again to inhabit, set ofE full speed 
for the mercantile city of Bristol, for the purpose of en- 
gaging a seat in the Southampton coach. Pursuing my 
course for about a mile, I accidentally looked round and 
saw fat Robert, puffing and blowing like a walrus with 
the exertion of riding so fast. I therefore relaxed my pace 
and allowed him to approach me, when he observed, " Why, 
Master Richard, you be in a mighty hurry to get shot, I 
thinks ; blow me, but it makes me sweat to think on't ! " 

** Wh}^ Robert, you don't think all who enter the Army 
are shot, do you ? *' 

** Perhaps not quite all, but a friend of mine just come 
fi'om Holland tells I that those Frenchers do fight 'nation 
hard ; he lost one leg, and is crippled in the arm." 

** But you see, Robert, I may escape and return a gene- 
ral ; this will be much better than remaining a squire all 
my life." 

** For my part. Master Richard, I thinks you had better 
have taken the old squire's advice, to stay at home and 
marry that sweet little girl of Winterbourne's ; why, Lord, 
how you blushes, sir ! " 

" Come, come, Robert, this is carrying the joke too far ; 
you will make me melancholy if you talk in this manner ; 
I may also lose a leg, and then she will like me the better 
for the dangers I have been through." 

**I'll be danged, sir, if she do; no, no; the girls likes 
a man with all his legs on, I'se sure of that." 

" That may be ; however, you will see me return covered 
with glory, or never meet me again." 

** The doctors tells I that I have only a few months to 
live, and when we parts, we parts for ever; no, Master 
Richard, I shall never see ye again." And the poor fellow 
began to sob and cry with great violence ; the fact was, 
he had been afflicted with dropsy for some time, and in 
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three months after my departure the earth covered his 
remains. 

We shortly arrived at the Bush Inn, where my 
place having been taken in the Southampton coach, I bade 
a hasty adieu to poor Robert, and having ensconced myself 
snugly in the vehicle, we rolled away at a merry rate to- 
wards the place of our destination; the most pleasing re- 
flections accompanied me during the whole progress of my 
journey; I both moralized and sentimentalized, but did 
not trouble my neighbours with either the one or the other, 
nor will I you, my kind reader. 
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CHAPTER II. 

¥ N the evening of the same day the coach's load of mortal- 

* ity was safely deposited in the comfortable inni called 

the Coach and Horses, at Southampton; I immediately 

enquired if a gentleman from the Isle of Wight had lately 

arrived, but heard fiom the waiter that no such person was 

there. I then ordered dinner, and just as it was placing 

on the table, in stalked my friend Woodhall. After a warm 

greeting on both sides, I surveyed him more minutely and 

found him covered fioni head to foot with mud and dirt; 

he smiled and related that in passing over from Cowes to 

Southampton the wind had been so adverse, that he had 
resolved to land, and that having lost his way in the New 

Forest, he had struggled through bushes, mud and mire^ 
for the purpose of being punctual to our appointment, 
thus accounting both for his delay and miserable plight; 
he then adonized, and we did honour to the frugal enter- 
tainment of our host of the inn. I was lighted to my bed- 
room by one of the prettiest girls I ever saw in my life, and 
to my great annoyance, modest as she was pretty ; no en- 
treaties would induce her to grant me even one innocent kiss. 
Well, I tv^ent to sleep and dreamt of pretty Katy the live- 
long night. I awoke early in the morning fresh from my 
slumbers, filled with joy, hope and expectation. In the 
breakfast parlour was my friend Woodhall and Major 
Sandby of the Twelfth. Eggs, ham, toast, muffins, etc., 
were speedily demolished, and we determined to dine to- 
gether on a fine turbot, which had just arrived per coach 
from London, and was intended for the Mess, but on 
inspection we found it would not be eatable the following 
day, therefore carpe diem was our motto, and we washed 
down the delicious turbot and lobster sauce with a quantum 
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sufEcit of excellent champagne, and retired in rather 
muzzy condition to our respective rooms. The next morn- 
ing Sandby set off to London ; he soon after quitted the 
regiment, and never joined us again. Woodhall and 
I embarked on the Cowes packet boat, and sailing down 
the exceedingly beautiful Southampton Water, reached 
Cowes about four o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. 
We slept here, and as we were quietly discussing our break- 
fast the following morning, were suddenly aroused from 
our agreeable repast by a loud crash of the window and the 
instantaneous appearance in the room of Lieut, the honour- 
able John Meade, of His Majesty's Twelfth Regiment ; he 
had accompanied a brother officer from Newport to Cowes 
in a hired gig, and the charioteer being rather maladroit, 
the gig wheel encountered the more substantial one of a 
waggon, when the honourable lieutenant was dashed out 
of his gig through the inn window, and his companion 
gently deposited on a heap of manure, the sweepings of the 
street ; strange to say, no fracture or wound to the per- 
sonal inconvenience of the travellers resulted fi*om the in- 
experience of the young jehu. They ordered breakfast, 
and we then proceeded to join the headquarters of the regi- 
ment at Newport. The damage sustained by the proprie- 
tor of the inn on account of the window amounted to a con- 
siderable sum, which was honourably discharged by the in- 
'voluntary offending parties. Everyone is acquainted with 
the beauties of the Isle of Wight; a description would 
therefore be superfluous, but I must add that in all my voy- 
ages and travels, either in Europe, Asia, Africa or America, 
aever has the scenery of any one spot afforded me such ex- 
quisite delight as the fertile fields and varied landscapes 
of this incomparable little island. The enthusiasm of youth 
rarely extends to the natural beauties of a country ; objects 
of a still more interesting nature generally occupy their 
minds ; but here a man must be an absolute statue not to 
admire such a succession of diversified objects ! Having 
joined the regiment at Newport, the first individual I met, 
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limping along supported by two light infantrymen, was 
a Captain Bellairs, who had been run over by his company 
in a sham skirmish that morning; in advancing at the 
head of his light company in double quick time, he acci- 
dentally tripped and fell, when several men passed over 
him, and he was materially injured by their muskets ere 
the impetus of the rear men of the company could be stop- 
ped. I now took lodgings under the same roof with my 
friend Woodhall, and the evening of my arrival he assem- 
bled a few of his particular friends of the corps, and we all 
sacrificed pretty largely at the shrine of Bacchus, imbibing 
large potations of old Jamaica rum, mixed with hot water, 
sugar and lemons ; unaccustomed to such potent beverage, 
I was soon laid prostrate under the table, and all sensation 
failed me until eight o'clock the following morning. I 
awoke thirsty, feverish, and afflicted with a violent head- 
ache; I contrived, however, to dress myself, and descend 
to the breakfast room, when to my horror and disgust Wood- 
hall offered me a tumbler into which he had just poiu'ecl 
a small quantity of rum. Never shall I forget the nausea 
this occasioned ; an instantaneous faintness, and violent 
vomiting immediately ensued, and I am convinced that 
this simple experiment on my nervous system freed me 
during life from all propensity to that most destructive of 
all habits, the love of spirituous liquors ; they were never 
after even named to me without creating a sensation of 
disgust. But I had not yet passed through the fiery ordeal 
prepared for me by my considerate friend, who, having 
introduced me to my commanding officer, Lieut. -Colonel 
Henry Hervey Aston, perhaps the most elegant, gentle- 
manly, and handsomest man in England, I was then ini- 
tiated into all the arcana of the various military drills 
necessary to form a young officer. Individuals unacquainted 
with the Army imagine that there is nothing absolutely to 
do, but saunter about a town and ogle all the fine girls : but 
they are egregiously mistaken, for the study of all the essen- 
tials necessary to accomplish an officer in his profession 
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requires the progress of many weary years even before 
he attains a superficial knowledge of the least important part 
of the innumerable branches of study requisite for his 
obtaining eminence in his profession. Thousands are cer- 
tainly indifferent to this important truth, and lead a life 
of indolence and ignorance which has become the charac- 
teristic of the British Army, in the opinion of those who 
observe them in garrison towns; but there is no greater 
latitude of improvement for the mind in any station what- 
ever than in that of the Army ; for a man may, if he pleases, 
and has the capacity, become the most accomplished, 
learned and scientific member of society. The habit of plea- 
sure, however, generally overcomes the most studious pro- 
pensities, and thus is seen so many idle, illiterate young 
men, who, just emancipated from the terrors of the birch, 
plunge into all kinds of vice and debauchery ruinous to 
their health, minds and morals. Having attended diilla 
for several days, one morning after breakfast AV^oodhall 
told me, with a very grave aspect, that there was now only 
one trial I had to endure, which was punishment with a 
cat-o'-nine-tails ; to this I .positively objected, as officers 
were never subjected to this species of castigation. He re- 
plied that this was by no means the consideration, but as 
I was in a few days to become a member of a Court Mar- 
tial, it was indispensable for me to suffer the pain of a few 
lashes, in order that I might then be enabled to reflect feel- 
ingly on the necessity of apportioning the punishment to 
the nature of the crime. I asked him if he had ever 
submitted to the infliction, and having assured me he had, 
I then agreed that if he would strip and allow me to apply 
a dozen lashes to his bare back, he should then perform the 
same operation on me. To my surprise, he immediately as- 
sented to the proposition, and as this was now a direct ap- 
peal to my manhood, I was actually ashamed to retract ; 
according^ the Drum-Major was called, and a cat-o'-nine- 
tails was shortly after sent to our lodgings. Woodhall 
stripped and directed me to tie his hands to the bed-posts. 
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as also Lis feet to the lower parts of tliem ; having per- 
formed this preliminary operation, he then said, "Now, 
strike me fair over the blade bones of the shoulders, and 
between each lash count five deliberately." My young 
heart sickened at the idea of thus barbarously inflicting 
wanton pain on a fellow creature, and that being the most 
affectionate of friends ; so I commenced as tenderly as pos- 
sible, and having completed the round dozen, his back bore 
the marks only of a few red weals ; I must confess, this mercy 
was conferred in hopes that he would also spare me. " Come 
Master Kck, now strip," said he, and off went my coat, 
waistcoat and shirt, exposing the fair and tender skin of 
a lad in his eighteenth year; he then tied my hands and 
legs in a similar manner to that when he suffered. " Are 
you ready, my boy?" cried he. On returning an affirma- 
tive, whiz went the cat, and slap it came on my poor should- 
ders, with all the force that a strong man of five-and-twenty 
could give it. I never shall forget the dreadful sensa- 
tion of that cruel lash ; my heart seemed to leap into my 
throat, the blood to circulate with irrepressible velocity 
through every vein of my body, and big drops of perspira- 
tion started from my forehead, trickling down my face ; but 
before I could recover from the pain and surprise occa- 
sioned by this first essay of my friend's vigorous arm, 
another and then another lash succeeded rapidly. I could 
contain myself no longer, but stmggled in vaiii to get loose, 
exclaiming, " You damned, unfeeling, cruel, inhuman mon- 
ster, let me loose, or by the great God of Heaven, I'll shoot 
you the moment I am free !" This only excited a laugh, 
and he continued his flaggellation to the very last lash, in 
spite of all my vociferations ; the dozen completed, he 
made me promise to be cool if he released me. I would 
have agreed to the most humiliating stipulation, for I was 
exhausted with pain and passion. No sooner were the bonds 
detached from my ^vrists and insteps, than I flew at Wood- 
hall with all the fury of an enraged lion; but he was a 
stronger, more active man, and a more scientific pugilist 
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than I was; the contest was therefore short, and I soon 
found myself pinned on the bed with the whole weight of 
his body lying over me. A flood of tears then relieved my 
exhausted frame, and I continued some time on the bed 
after he had released me, sobbing like a schoolboy, and al- 
most in an inanimate state. I was, however, soon brought 
to a sense of feeling, for Woodhall quickly brought salt 
and water and anointed my back with it, which, though 
on the first application caused a smarting, tingling sen- 
sation, soon produced the most happy effect ; this remedy, 
with a sound sleep of several hours, renewed my usual good 
humour and elasticity of spirit. My first reflection on 
awaking was a comparison of my slight suffering with that 
of the poor fellows doomed to receive eight hundred or a 
thousand lashes ! I declare most solemnly that I never 
attended a regimental punishment afterwards without 
being affected even to tears, nor did I ever vote at a Court 
Martial for more than three hundred lashes for the worst 
delinquent, though often severely reprimanded by the Presi- 
dent of the Court Martial for want of consideration on the 
enormity of the crime, and the inadequate punishment 
awarded ! The remembrance of my own feelings of pain 
was sufficient, and no menaces ever compelled me to alter 
my opinion, and I have, thank God, lived to see this diabol- 
ical outrage to the mental and personal feelings of my fel- 
low-countrymen partially abolished. Flogging was an 
indelible disgrace to civilised society, to the Government 
of England, and the name of Englishman. Every man 
of sentiment and htmianity must coincide in this short 
observation. 

A few days after my salutary trial of flaggellation, a 
little event occurred, which introduced me to the favour- 
able notice of the commanding officer. He was standing 
at the door of the Sun Inn, Newport, and raising the. point 
of his sheathed sword in an elevated position to point out 
some object to the person with whom he was conversing ; 
a large mastiff dog passing by at the identical moment, and 
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mistaking the Coloners mode of indication as an act of 
hostility to himself, suddenly sprang forward with most 
ferocious intent, to seize on his supposed adversary. I was 
standing near the door of the inn on the pavement, and 
with a blow from a stout ground rattan cane (Penang 
stick), effectually planted on the dog's head, rolled him 
over and over into the street, where he lay prostrate for a 
few seconds, and then slunk off. Pleasure and approba- 
tion flashed from the Colonel's magnificent dark eyes, and 
he exclaimed, ** Well done, my young hero. I see we shall 
make something of you; you are quite an acquisition to 
the corps !" Prom this instant I never met him without 
being favoured by a gracious smile and most cordial greet- 
ing. In pugilism and all athletic exercises he was a first- 
rate performer, and scarcely any circumstance could re- 
commend an individual more to his favourable opinion 
than a little action of this nature. The name and character 
of Henry Hervey Aston was at that time intimately known 
to the king, princes, and nobility of England, Tvith whom 
he associated on the most friendly and familiar terms, 
and with whom he possessed more influence than any in- 
dividual of the nation. It was a subject of surprise and 
regret to his acquaintances, that a man of fifteen thousand 
a year preferred embarking for India as Lt.-Col of an 
Infantry regiment, rather than moving in the elevated 
sphere of the most exalted society of the land. It was, 
however, whispered that embarrassment in his circum- 
stances, produced by certain youthful extravagance, in- 
duced him to the selection of this act of prudence. 1 vouch 
not for the truth of this latter rumour, but certainly 
no man was ever more calculated for the command of a 
regiment than the gay, gallant, sensible, but inconsiderate 
Henry Hervey Aston. 

After due initiation into my military duties as an officer, 1 
devoted many hours to the listless amusement of fishing in a 
small lake at the foot of Carisbrook Castle, but mv success 
was by no means adequate to the ardour with which I 



VIABY OF AN OFFICEU. 19 

embraced the pursuit. Tired one day with the monotony 
of the occupation I retired earlier than usual, and sauntered 
towards the town of Newport; and overtaking two well- 
dressed females, I entered into conversation with them on 
the beauty of the scenery in the vicinity of the little village 
of Carisbrook, and various other light subjects agreeable to 
the female mind. Eeceiving an encouraging consent, and 
being of an amorous disposition (as the generality of young 
men are at the age of eighteen) I accompanied them into 
the town, where they knocked at the door of a respectable- 
looking house, which being opened by a female, I also 
entered, and humbly requested a kiss of the rosy lips of my 
amiable companion, which, being conferred, I thought a 
little gentle violence would not have been received 
ingraciously ; but, alas, for my poor bones, a little scream 
brought two great brothers into the passage, and without 
ceremony, one levelled a most ferocious blow at my tender 
person, which was warded off, and his fist came in contact 
with the wall, causing a complete excoriation of his knuckles, 
and planting a well-directed floorer just under my adver- 
sary's ear, he fell prostrate at my feet. The other brother, 
seeing the discomfiture of his relation, attacked me fiercely, 
and we struggled manfully for a few seconds; but my 
prostrate foe having recovered his equilibrium, soon turned 
the scale of victory, and I fell almost senseless on the floor, 
where they kicked me without mercy, shouting : ** We have 
long wished for an opportunity of settling some of you 
damned Redcoats, and now, my lad, you shall have plenty of 
it !" In vain I begged for fair play, and one antagonist at 
a time ; but this was not granted, and they continued to kick 
and pommel me in the most unmerciful manner, until 
exhausted nature relieved me from all sensation, when my 
inanimate body was heartlessly thrown into the street, wheie 
two soldiers discovering it, I was conveyed by them to my 
lodgings. A son of Esculapius soon appeared, and after a 
<»opious extract of the vital stream I began to revive ; but 

the process of revivification was by far more painful than the 

b2 
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punishment I had experienced. The disagreeable sensation 
of circulation of blood through my benumbed limbs was 
excruciating beyond description. Most people have occasion- 
ally experienced the irritating torment of the return of 
animation to a sleepy leg or thigh, and this description of 
pain now pervaded my whole body. I had rather remain 
a corpse than be again subjected to a similar process. The 
injury of my corporeal system was comprised in a dislocated 
MTist, two black eyes, the loss of a tooth, with black marks 
and swellings from head to foot ; and for three weeks I was 
incessantly confined to my bed-chamber. " The devil help 
you," say the unfeeling ! " Who pities you ?" says the young 
beauty ! " You deserve it all," says the rigid moralist ! I 
perfectly coincide most cordially in all your opinions, my 
impartial censors, and am now as ashamed and indignant 
at my thoughtless conduct as any of you possibly can be. 
Observe, I do not spare myself, nor will those be spared in 
the course of my memoirs who have acted in any mann*^! 
derogatory to the character of a civilised member of society 
— La perfection d^une histoire \est cVetre d4sagr4able a tons: 
les siecles et a toutes les nations ; car c^est une preuve que 
(hauteur ne Jlatte ni les uns ni les autres, et quil a dit a 
cliacun ses vhit^s. My friend Woodhall affectionately 
attended me during my illness ; nor am I quite sure that he 
did not give one of my persecutors a Roland for his Oliver, ia 
a fair field of pugilistic science. I recollect his coming home 
one day with a few scratches and bruises, but he never 
mentioned the result of ^nj rencontre of this nature. The 
success might have gratified my feelings of resentment, but 
would also have encouraged others less conducive to my 
future welfare, such as arrogance, presumption, and a dis- 
position to pugnacity — a species of amusement to which I 
was already but too much inclined. 

Having completely recovered, I obtained a week's leave 
of absence, and proceeded round the little romantic island. 
And in the latter end of May, let all those anxious to gratifj' 
their senses with the unvaried beautiful, make an excursion,. 
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alias a tour, through this lovely country. The hxndscapes 
and apparent rural felicity of the inhabitants would impress 
the most prejudiced smoke-loving citizen with a desire of par- 
ticipation in the happy tranquility and pleasing prospects 
of the luxuriant woods and fields of the fascinating Isle of 
Wight. I was accompanied by a young officer, Henry 
Cavendish, in my tour ; and one morning, after a long walk, 
finding ourselves fatigued and hungry, we approached a 
humble cottage and enquired of an old woman if she could 
accommodate us with breakfast. She assented to the 
proposal, and prepared it accordingly. The butter, though 
good, was abominably dirty, and on Cavendish asking if she 
had none a little cleaner, she broke out into a most 
outrageous passion, and instantly cleared everything from 
the table, refusing to supply us with a meal in her house, 
saying: "You be pretty dainty gentlemen, indeed; you 
comes here hungry and begging, and then pretends my 
butter is not clean enough for you. Get out of my house 
immediately, for not a bit or drop shall you touch here. 'Tis 
true I've never been above three miles from home in my life, 
and now I am sixty-five. I have heard speak much of you 
town folks, but have never met with any of j^ou before, and 
the Lord protect me from seeing any of you again. Fine 
airs you give yourselves, forsooth ; get along with you, I 
say V No apology, no persuasion would induce the old lady 
to moderate her anger, and we were reluctantly compelled to 
seek accommodation elsewhere ; and at a small hamlet about 
three or four miles off, we were provided with a very comfort- 
able, clean breakfast. I recollect well we devoured twenty- 
four new-laid eggs between us, and, oh ! simplicity and 
honesty, we paid only one shilling each for the refreshing 
and wholesome meal. I could not forbear slipping another' 
shilling into the hand of a little rosy-cheeked boy who 
accompanied us a few hundred yards, to show us the regular 
high road. He told us a great fair was to be held at their 
village the ensuing week, where backsword playing, donkey 
races, grinning through a horse-collar, and running in a sack 
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for a shift was to take place. Pleased with tliis informatioxij 
we returned to Newport, a3 our leave was expired. I soon 
communicated the important intelligence of the anticipated 
fine fun to Woodhall, and we resolved to become actors in the 
interesting scene. We both understood the art of single- 
stick to perfection, but had some doubts of our knowledge of 
backsword. We engaged one of the men of the regiment 
accustomed to this exercise to give us a few lessons, and in a 
very short time found ourselves perfectly au fait at the game, 
and ready to encounter the prowess of any country bumpkin. 
Accordingly, we joyfully proceeded to the village early on 
the morn indicated for the fair, about seven miles from 
Newport, on two strong ponies. We were both dressed as 
common clowns, in conformity to the costume of the adjacent 
country. We arrived just in time to be spectators of the 
commencement of the backsword playing, and must confess 
I was both amused and surprised at the dexterity and adroit- 
ness displayed by many of the combatants, and began to have 
some doubts of our anticipated success in this athletic exer- 
cise. There were two stalwart, fine-looking fellows, from 
six feet three inches to six feet four inches high, who broke 
the heads of their adversaries as fast as they approached, and 
at length cleared the field. They were brothers, and were 
very nearly adjudged the prizes, when Woodhall and I 
presented ourselves as competitors for the honour of a broken 
head. He was a fine-looking, well made fellow, and no 
despicable adversary, but I was a tall, slim, active lad, and 
my bumpkin Hercules looked over me with sovereign con- 
tempt. To it we went with a noisy clatter of sticks, striking 
rapidly against each other ; and in five minutes Woodhall 
drew blood fi'om the head of his opponent, and was, with a 
shout, proclaimed victor, to the delight of all those who had 
suffered defeat. But my task was not so easily accomplished. 
I received two or three staggering blows across the pate 
which made me reel again. The superior stature of the 
(;lown was a great advantage to him, and my youthful arm 
began to feel evident symptoms of fatigue. However, an 
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encouraging exclamation from Woodhall incited me to exert 
all my skill and remaining strength, and elevating myself 
on my toes, I gave a ponderous stroke over the stick of my 
opponent, my own stick broke, and the end entered his head 
just above the right ear, from the wound of which the blood 
spouted with considerable velocity, and I was consequently 
pronounced the successful candidate. We had, however, to 
encounter two or three less expert swordsmen, and happily 
succeeded in our enterprise. I objected to join in the other 
games, but Woodhall, than whom no man in the universe 
could throw his countenance into more frightful contortions, 
though, naturally, a very handsome man, engaged in the 
comic scene of grinning through the horse collar, and 
iOctually carried ofE the prize. We did not, however, act 
ungenerously, for the two smock-frocks and two guineas, as 
awarded to the two best swordsmen, were magnanimously 
presented to the herculean brothers, and the fine 
ribboned hat left for the acceptance of the next best grinner. 
We often saw the brothers afterwards at Newport, and 
enjoyed many a hearty laugh in recapitulating the scenes of 
frolic and fun which passed ofE so happily in our village 
adventure. A short time after this affair, the Colonel's 
orderly called at oui* lodgings and said, **The Colonel wants to 
see you immediately, sir." I was quite alarmed at this sudden 
intimation, and imagined that I had omitted some part of my 
duties, and was on the eve of benefitting by a severe whig or 
lecture; but on my entering his room, there I saw him 
dressed in a short jane jacket, exercising himself with dumb 
bells, alias two ponderous lead weights, which he was whirl- 
ing about with all the ease and dexterity of a professed 
athlete. On my approach he laid them on a chair, and said : 
" Ah, ah ! young gentleman ; you are just the person I wish 
to see. It rains fast ; and you must now give me a breathing 
at single-stick. I hear you are a capital performer, and don't 
spare me on account of my being your commanding officer/' 
A similar jacket to that he had on was produced, and having 
properly rigged myself, we set to without further ceremony. 
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Never shall I forget the brilliant activity and elegant 
attitudes of this extraordinary man — ^his large, dark eye 
fixed on me with the steadiness of an eagle. Not a motion 
could I make without his detecting my design. His strength 
also was almost superhuman, and, in point of fact, I was no 
match for such a combination of grace, activity, strength, 
and science. After about an hour's exercise we parted very 
good friends, and he obligingly observed that I did credit to 
my master. Monsieur Chabar. He frequently, after this, sent 
for me, and we renewed our pastime until a few days previous 
to the embarkation of the regiment for the East Indies. 
About this time a report was circulated that the regiment was 
destined for the West Indies, and in consequence several 
captains sent in their resignations, which the Colonel would 
not accept, as he was determined his officers should accom- 
pany their corps to all climates and service to which the 
Government should destine them. Some of them did, how- 
ever, contrive to quit, but to their great regret, when it was 
made public that the regiment was to hold itself in readiness 
to embark for the East forthwith. Previous to arrival of the 
route I was invited by a brother officer who had been a mid- 
shipman in the Navy to visit liis old ship, then lying at the 
Mother Bank, off Portsmouth. I accepted the invitation, 
and we accordingly proceeded to Eyde in a post-chaise, 
where we took boat, and shortly reached the vessel, a 74-gun 
ship. I was certainly amazed at the stupendous size of this 
floating battery, and mounted up the side to the deck with 
the most pleasurable emotion. My companion was soon 
down in the midshipmen's berth, and before an hour had 
passed was filthily intoxicated, and sprawling on the deck, to 
the great amusement of his friends, the mids, who played 
him various scurvy tricks whilst lying in this degraded state. 
The motion of the vessel, with the nauseous, disgusting scene 
before me, produced a most sickening effect, and I requested 
permission to retire on account of indisposition, which was 
good-humouredly granted me, and I returned to Eyde, and 
thence to Newport, with all expedition, completely surfeited 
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with aquatic excursions and marine hospitality. Moyna, 
the officer alluded to, did not return for a week after, and 
then upbraided me for quitting him. This produced alter- 
cation, and at length the gentleman was obliged to beg my 
pardon for some unguarded expression. He was a vulgar 
Irishman — (no disparagement to the sons of old Erin). 
Individuals of all nations are occasionally ill-bred ; on the 
contrary, a well-educated Irishman is kind, generous, open- 
hearted, brave, polite — ^in fact, a physical and moral model 
for a friend. I have seen them in the time of danger, hard- 
ship, and adversity in almost every situation of life, and ever 
found them faithful to the general and acknowledged 
animated and mercurial character of their nation. 
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CHAPTEE £11. 

A LTHOUGH the transient passion of love has never yet 
^^ deeply affected me, I was doomed, before my final 
departure from my native country, to experience a feeling 
of sweet agitation, from the effects of the predominant pro- 
pensity in the bosom of all human beings. At several 
balls, held at the Sun Inn, all the belles of Newport and 
the adjacent country were assembled about once a fort- 
night, and I had frequently danced with a young girl of 
surpassing beauty, an inhabitant of Ryde. You may talk 
of gentle blood and the superiority of aristocratic loveli- 
ness, but never did a more perfect face and form grace the 
four walls of an assembly room than adorned this timid 
rival of the rose. Her head, eyes, nose, mouth, bust, and 
stature displayed the most perfect model of symmetry; 
her motions, actions, voice, and elegance of dancing were 
of the most fascinating description. With all these power- 
ful attractions, could a ycung fellow of eighteen resist such 
inimitable natural perfections? I was humbled, and con- 
fessed my admiration ; nor will I deny that a sweet smile 
of approbation encouraged my warm addresses. Even 
now, my old, stagnant blood circulates with renewed 
animation at the very remembrance of her surpassing 
beauty and perfection. Her teeth were white as ivory; 
her dark bro^\ai hair hung with brilliant luxuriance over 
shoulders and a bosom fair as alabaster ; in her complexion 
the lily rivalled the rose. She might have been deficient 
in that rich crimson which renders beauty still more irre- 
sistible, but when she became interested in conversation, 
the deficiency was no longer apparent ; and to crown all she 
was equally distinguished for the beauties of her mind, 
having received the best education afforded at one of the 
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first female seminaries at the Isle of Wight. But I am 
prosing, and having declared brevity and incident my first 
object, must adhere to my motto. Still, our flirtation went 
on at every ball— and how little did I anticipate the ludicrous- 
termination of this love adventure ! At length she informed 
me she was recalled home to Ryde to attend an infirm grand- 
mother, and added she should feel much satisfaction in a 
renewal of our acquaintance there. Having separated with 
mutual favourable sentiments of each other, I returned to my 
military avocations with depressed spirits, and thought night 
and day of my charmer ; but our various preparations for 
embarkation prevented my obtaining leave for the purpose 
of visiting Ryde, and I had not a moment to call my own 
until we were fairly on board ship, and anchored at the 
Mother Bank. But I will not anticipate events. About the 
commencement of June, 1796, we marched from Newport for 
West Cowes, accompanied by at least five hundred women, 
the wives of the soldiers, only sixty of whom were permitted 
by regulation to embark with their husbands. The lighters 
were all ready for our reception, and we got on board aa 
expeditiously as possible, to be conveyed to the Indiamen 
then lying off Portsmouth. The cries and lamentations of 
the poor women who were destined to separation from their 
husbands were distressing beyond description ; tearing their 
hair, beating their bosoms, and rolling in the mud and sand 
on the beach. Who could survey such a scene of misery 
and desolation without the profoundest feelings of com- 
miseration ? But it must be acknowledged — to the disgrace 
of our sex — that the husbands of these forlorn creatures were 
by no means affected with such symptoms of deep distress. 
They even laughed and joked with imperturbable non- 
chalance and indifference ; mais telle est la nature humaine. 
Variety and novelty predominate over our very strongest 
feelings of human affection. Away then we sailed, with the 
shore resounding with " Arrah, Pat ! arrah, Dennis ! arrah, 
Terence !" etc., and your unfortunate wives and children will 
never again see the light of your sweet countenances. A few 
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minutes suflSced to carry ug far from these distressing 
exclamations, and in two or tliree hours the whole regiment 
of eleven hundred men (principally consisting of youths 
from eighteen to twentj'-six years) were on board four India- 
men of 800 tons each, named, the "Melville Castle," the 
'* Airly Castle/' the " Hawksbury," and the " Rockingham,*' 
the latter vessel being selected by the Colonel as the head- 
quarters ship, containing the Grenadier and Light Infantry 
companies, with the Staff and band of the regiment. Being 
all settled snugly on our new element, the officers made 
frequent trips to Portsmouth for the purpose of amusement 
and of purchases of little articles essential for their comfort 
on the approaching voyage. As to myself, I thought of 
nothing but the delight of once more meeting her to whom 
my whole soul was devoted, passing my time in gloomy 
melancholy, and anxiously awaiting my turn for leave, to go 
on shore. At length the joyful day arrived, and Major 
Allen, who commanded the detachment of troops on board 
the ** Melville Castle," to which I belonged, permitted my 
absence for a few hours to visit Ryde, where I landed, and 
immediately enquired for the dwelling of my Dulcinea. I 
was directed to a miserable little thatched cottage in the 
upper part of the town as her residence. I could scarcely 
credit the evidence of my senses. A brown, paltry, low, 
decayed door, and one diamond-paned casement-window 
filled with nuts, apples, marbles, and gilt gingerbread toys 
graced the appearance of the humble abode. The door was 
open, and there, to my horror and distress, stood behind a 
wretched counter, selling marbles to some children, that 
lovely and amiable being to whose charms my heart had paid 
such devoted homage. The shock was electrical ; never did 
love evaporate with such a sudden flash. I cast one long 
and lingering look behind, and left her to the contemplation 
of her gilt gingerbread husbands, and her amiable occupa- 
tion of selling marbles to little boys. I was too honourable 
for a project of seduction, and too proud to unite my destiny 
to that of a woman's employed in such a humiliating sphere 
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of Kfe. My ideas on this subject may be original, but they 
are at least sincere. I never saw her again. Some years 
after she was the wife of a healthy, robust, country farmer. 
Her father had bestowed on this, his only child, the blessing 
of a good education, but dying in involved circumstances 
after a real and reputed affluence of many years preceding, 
his unfortunate daughter was bequeathed to the care of her 
infirm old grandmother, and the transcendant charms of th? 
girl had induced the old lady to send her to the Newport balls 
for the purpose, as she foolishly imagined, of bettering her 
condition in life. The poor girl was most fortunate in 
escaping the quicksand of seduction, where so many gallant, 
gay Lotharios voltigeaient de Heur en Heur. I returned to 
my ship T\dth aii agitated mind, brooded over my misfortune, 
and forgot the very necessaries requisite for so tedious a 
voyage, having supplied myself with a stock of eighteen 
shirts only, whereas at least six dozen were almost indispen- 
sable. But the characteristic of youth is inconsideration, 
and nothing but stern experience can remedv the evil. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^T^HE magnificent sight of a fleet of mon-of-wai- and 
* Indiamen Ij^ng off Portsmouth, must impress every 
mind witli ideas of the power and wealth of the English 
nation ; about a hundred of various denominations were at 
this time proudly breasting the wild waves, with their flags 
and streamers waving in the wind. How my young heart 
gloried in the contemplation of the fame and riches of my 
country I There was the " Queen Charlotte '' of 98 guns 
(three-decker), with several seventy-fours, and innumerable 
frigates and minor-sized men-of-war, rolling from side to 
side within a few hundred yards of our Indiamen, all 
prepared, at a moment's signal, to spread their wide canvas 
and put to sea. I was suddenly interrupted in my reflec- 
tions by high words between two officers who were pacing 
the deck. I heard Lt. Price say to Lt. Willock, ** I only 
wish I had you on shore, my boy, you should soon answer for 
what you have j ust said ! " This was scarcely uttered than 
<i boat appeared alongside, when Willock, pointing to it 
significantly, replied, *'You may now have your wish.'' 
Accordingly they proceeded with pistols and their seconds 
to the nearest land off St. Helen's, to which anchorage we 
had shifted the day before, and having landed, they 
fired a brace of balls each mthout effect, when the affair 
was amicably adjusted, and they returned to the vessel in 
the best of spirits and the most cordial humour imaginable, 
though they had a tolerable long lecture fi*om our major 
for the military offence of quitting the ship without leave : 
they were put in arrest for several days, but were released 
]>revious to sailing. On board our vessel we had a Captain 
O'Brien, a fine, handsome man, a prodigious favourite 
with the ladies. He is now Marquess of Thomond, but at 
that time had not the most remote idea of ever sacceeding 
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to tlie title, as there were several male branches of 
the family living, all possessing nearer claims to the Mar- 
qnisate than himself; however, in a few years afterwards 
they all quitted this world of woe, leaving him undisputed 
right to the honour of succession. In November, 1793, he 
accompanied the flank companies of the 12th Regiment 
in their embarkation from Cork to the West Indies, as 
fine a body of men as ever quitted the shores of old 
Erin. Having served at the captures of the Isles of Mar- 
tinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Lucia, they were finally left 
at St. Domingo, from whence he rejoined the regiment 
with one sergeant and one private, the remainder of the 
two companies, both men and officers, having perished in 
action, or by the fatal insalubrious effects of the climate. 
He was a worthy, good man, with a little pompous twitch of 
the right leg in walking, just sufficient to denote his 
expectation of un haul rang; his manners amiable and 
conciliating, with the usual generous propensity of his 
countrymen. On the 27th June we started fi^om St. 
Helen's, Isle of Wight. The day previous to our departure, 
the fourth mate of the '* Melville Castle " undertook for a 
considerable wager to swim from the vessel to shore — about 
five miles distant — and return again. He was a tall, athletic 
young fellow of six feet two inches in height, and an 
admirable swimmer ; but few men can support themselves 
in water sufficiently long to overcome the space of ten 
miles. He sprang from a small boat alongside into the 
sea with the most perfect confidence and self-possession, 
commencing his arduous career under the most favourable 
auspices and ardent wishes for his success of the majority of 
the disinterested, being about two hours in attaining the 
point of land near Walmer Castle. He just landed, and again 
plunged into the water, appearing yet strong and vigorous ; 
every eye and glass were directed towards this interesting 
individual, who now approached rapidly. AVhen within a 
mile of the ship Tie suddenly turned on his back and 
appeared exceedingly distressed, throwing up his hands as if 
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beckoning for assistance from the ship ; four sailors manned 
the boat lying alongside, rowing expeditiously towards 
the sufferer, who was brought on board in a complete state 
of exhaustion. Poor Collins lost his wager, but recovered 
long ere we had cleared the British Channel. 

There is no scene so monotonous as a sea voyage, a succes- 
sion of the rising and the setting of the sun, with no other 
object to attract the attention than the blue expanse of sea 
and sky ; for a few days only is the novelty entertaining. The 
fresh, invigorating breezes, or motion of the ship certainly 
infuse into the human constitution an extraordinary and 
almost unappeasable appetite ; hearty breakfasts at 8 o'clock 
in the morning, tiffin at 12, dinner at 3, tea at 6, and supper 
at 8 ; everyone punctual to the hour and all equally vora- 
ciously inclined. Chess, backgammon, cards, fluting, fid 
dling, and dancing, the principal amusements in the inter- 
vals between our meals. On Saturday nights the armourer 
was called into the cuddy to sing the old sea song of " Satur- 
day Night." He had a most powerful, harmonious voice, 
contributing in no slight degree to our joviality. Four 
or five young ladies on a speculation voyage to the East, 
added to our sources of amusement, frequently dancing 
on the deck. It was now for the first time I was taught 
the distinction between ranks ; the captains and rich civilians 
were invariably favoured with the fair hands of the ladies, 
to the entire exclusion of the sighing subalterns. I was 
quite enrage, and daily seated myself in the stern windows 
of the vessel, shaving for whiskers, for as Captain O'Brien 
had an enormous pair of red ones, and was particularly 
favoured by the partiality of the fair, I thought by 
coaxing the down on my cheeks I might ultimately be- 
come a candidate for their preference. But alas ! Nature 
would not be forced into precocity, and I remained a 
smooth-faced boy to the end of the voyage. In ten days 
we reached the Island of Madeira, in which latitude all 
the huge men-of-war quitted us, leaving the little " Fox " 
frigate as our future convoy. Captain Malcolm (now 
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Admiral Sir Pulteney) commanded her. We shortly after- 
wards passed within sight of the Peak of the Island of 
TenerifEe, a mountain three miles high, one of the most ele- 
vated in the whole globe, with the exception of the Andes, 
in South America, and Himalayas in the East Indies. On 
this day a man fell overboard, and in lowering a boat for his 
preservation, five others were precipitated into the sea, from 
the accident of the stern rope hook slipping from the ring 
of the boat; another boat was lowered instantly, but four 
of the latter were drowned; the first was saved from a 
watery grave. We now sailed by the Cape de Verde Isles ; 
a few boats pushed off from St. Jago and supplied us with 
a small quantity of fruit and vegetables, sufficient for a 
day's consumption. As we . approached the Line, we were 
favoured by the Trade Winds, moving forward at the rate 
of five, six, seven, eight, and sometimes nine miles an hour, 
without rolling or pitching, or any material alteration in 
the sails for four of five weeks successively ; but at length, 
within a very short distance from the Line, we were suddenly 
becalmed, and for three weeks not a breath of air agitated 
the surface of the ocean. The blubber-fish accumulated to 
so considerable an extent that the water appeared in an 
absolute state of stagnation ; the fleet also, by the force of 
bodily attraction, were drawn so closely together, that long 
spars were produced to fend the ships from each other. 
The "Henry Addington," an enormous 1,200 ton India- 
man, with part of the 80th Regiment on board, was one 
morning discovered with her bowsprit hanging over the 
stern of the " Fox " frigate. The swell of the sea was pro- 
digious, and one heavy fall of the cutwater and lower 
part of the bowsprit of the Indiaman would have had 
a most fatal effect on the stem of our little convoy. Every 
sail was hoisted by the frigate, boats lowered from several 
ships, and all tugged manfully with ropes attached to 
her head, and at length with pushing with spars and 
pulling of boats the frigate was extricated from jeopardy. 
If Sir Pulteney's eye ever scanned this description, he 
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would recollect his perilous situation. We were put on 
short allowance of water, than which, to a seaman, nothing 
is a greater hardship. Our apprehensions were fortunately 
soon tranquillised. One day about 12 o'clock, a cat's-paw 
was observed to ruffle the smooth surface of the sea, 
at some distance, which gradually increased into a gentle 
breeze. What pleasurable congratulations passed through- 
out the fleet on this happy occasion ! We glided gently 
on to the Line, in crossing which the usual cere- 
mony of shaving with a saw and hurling buckets of 
water from the masts and yards on all below took place, 
tricks so often described that it would be superfluous to 
introduce a recapitulation of what everyone knows. On 
the 19th September we came in sight of the superb Table 
Mountain, ten thousand feet high, with its graceful 
table-cloth, alias white cloud, hovering over it; then ap- 
peared the Sugar Loaf Rock, and at length the verdant 
Lion's Rump came in view, with its chequered little fields 
and plantations, dotted with milk-white cottages. What an 
agreeable sight to the eye after three months' unvaried 
view of sea and sky ! As we entered Table Bay, parts of 
the Dutch fleet were lying there, recently captured by 
Admiral Elphinstone. The " Fox " frigate fired the usual 
salute, which was returned from the shore, when the whole 
fleet were shortly anchored in this dangerous bay, but 
now smiling with its smooth, glassy surface, as if inviting 
the mariner to destruction ! A certain proportion of the 
officers were allowed to land, and I obtained a snug, cheap 
lodging at a Mr. MuUer's. Small parties of soldiers were 
sent on shore daily for the benefit of their health, but the 
body of the regiment continued on board during our stay 
at the Cape of Good Hope. I now found for the first and 
last time in my life that the Latin language was useful. 
My host was a Divine, and spoke Dutch only, but finding 
I was a Latin scholar, we contrived to communicate our 
ideas through this medium with great facility, and I was 
therefore very comfortably situated, going every tliree or 
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four days on board sHp to take my torn of duty, and then 
again returning to my comfortable lodging, which was 
doubly attractive on account of the society oi Maria 
Muller (the sister of the Padre), to whom I paid the most 
marked attention, for she was really a very pretty, lively 
young lass, rather too full in the contour of her person, but 
this was an additional beauty in my poor estimation. We 
sang, played, and danced together from morn to night, in 
their dear little stone-floored parlour, and I regretted the 
direful obligation of proceeding on to India. Youth is so 
easily biassed by present happiness that they rarely reflect 
on the future scenes of life that may fall to their portion. 
We had cricket matches with the officers of the garrison, 
which then consisted of many regiments, both cavalry and 
infantry, and in*^ these our Lt.-Col. Aston shone prominent, 
his skill, graceful attitudes, and activity were all di3- 
played to advantage, the party to which he was attached 
almost invariably carrying off the prize: all acknowledged 
his superiority at every athletic game. In these days the 
infernal practice of duelling was resorted to on the most 
trivial occasions; no less than eleven were fought in the 
Governor's gardens. The first week after our arrival one 
of our officers was shot through the breast (Ensign Jordan) 
by Lieut. Willock. The latter was the hero of the little 
skirmish at St. Helen's, from which he escaped more 
fortunately, as after this quarrel he was compelled to quit 
the corps. Some said he was hardly dealt with; he was, 
however, generally esteemed a good-natured, harmless, 
brave man, and many regretted the result of the decision. 
An order having been issued that no more duels should 
be fought in the Governor's gardens, which practice was 
dangerous to the public, the place of rendezvous was conse- 
quently changed, as the townspeople and officers could 
now walk there without fear of a stray shot. It is astonish- 
ing what frequent quarrels occur on board ship ; the 
confinement, the too familiar intimacy, the gambling, aii 
contributed to this direful propensity. On the 9th of 
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October a most furious storm came on, driving many ships 
ashore, and others dragging their anchors, and all con- 
gregating together in one confused mass. I was happily 
on shore, from whence I viewed the scene of devastation 
with feelings of the sincerest regret, inwardly con- 
gratulating myself at my fortunate escape, though 
lamenting the danger to which my brother officers 
were exposed. The gale continued the whole day; 
the weather was so hazy that nothing could be seen, the 
only indication of the perilous situation of the vessels 
was the incessant discharge of cannon, announcing the 
extreme danger of ships neai* the snore. These signals of 
distress continued at intervals the whole morning, and 
when the weather cleared up, which occurred about four 
in the afternoon, the whole coast was strewed with wrecks 
and dead bodies ! The Indiamen being what is termed 
excellent sea-boats, weathered the storm, but they were 
all foul of each other, and had the violence of the wind 
continued many hours longer, must have all foundered. 
The day following I put off in a shore-boat for the 
" Melville Castle " ; the sea was exceedingly agitated, in 
fact, running mountains high ; the rise of the ships would 
draw their cables out of the water with a sudden jerk, 
for a length of fifty or sixty yards ; our little boat passing 
the head of the "Braave" Dutch fi'igate, at a distance 
considered by the boatman as perfectly safe; she gave a 
sudden and dreadful heave, the boat was canted up in 
the air many feet ; the red coat, plumed hat, new regulation 
sword and dandy person of the gay officer were all plunged 
into the briny element : the luxury of blue surtouts, as un- 
dress, was at this time unknown in the Army. Fortunately I 
could swim tolerably, but the sudden shock so confounded 
my intellect that I floundered about for a few seconds 
almost unconscious of my danger; the active principle of 
self-preservation soon excited me to exertion, and I eagerly 
grasped the huge cable with hands and feet, my back hang- 
ing towards the sea, and thus warped myself up the stem of 
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the frigate, encouraged by the excited shouts of some 
English sailors on the forecastle. The undulations of the 
cable impeded my rapid progress, and had not the timely 
assistance of honest Jack aided my exertions, my destiny 
must soon have been decided. Being at length dragged 
on deck, every attention was bestowed upon me that the 
benevolence and himianity of a British naval lieutenant 
could suggest ; dry linen, comfortable cordial, with honest 
congratulation on my escape, came naturally and liberally 
from my new-found acquaintance. He supplied me with 
one of the frigate's boats, when my clothes were dry, and I 
soon had the satisfaction of shaking hands with my com- 
rades on board the " Melville Castle," with my originally 
red coat metamorphosed into a deep purple. The poor 
shore boatman and his boat were picked up a long distance 
astern of the "Braave" by another shore-boat, and I 
afterwards paid the poor fellow a double fare the first 
time we met on shore. Our Indiaman had, during the 
terrible gale, come in collision with another vessel ; a crash 
of the quarter galley and the loss of a few ropes and spars 
was the only damage sustained. Not one of the numerous 
shipping anchoi*ed in the bay had escaped without injury, 
yet the following day nature smiled as serenely as if 
such terrible commotion had never taken place : thus the 
passions of men, — but prosing is prohibited. Well then, 
after these disasters we formed a pic-nic party for the 
Table Land. Our party consisted of thirteen. We 
proceeded with the bottle and bag round the western 
extremity of the mountain, and scrambling over numerous 
high hills and rocks, at the back of Cape Town, at length 
reached the desired platform of the Table Mountain. The 
sky was cloudless, and one of the most magnificent views 
presented itself that nature ever formed : the long range of 
blue mountains in the distance; Robin Island, with the 
bay studded with vessels of all descriptions, at our feet; 
and the beautiful Cape Town, appearing like ^ Liliputian 
range of buildings. From this immense height of ten 
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thousand feet the inhabitants were scarcely perceptible, 
and the largest ships looked like children's toys. We 
left the town at 6 o'clock in the morning, reaching our 
place of destination at two ; eight hotirs' incessant labotir 
of climbing and scrambling. After a complete survey 
of the Table Land, alias, flat surface of the mountain, we 
sat down to a comfortable, and, from hunger, delicious re- 
past ; the corks flew from the bottles, and the provisions were 
tumbled from the baskets ; pleasure and hilarity predomi- 
nated over the gay scene, but alas ! for the evanescence of 
human life, not one of the jovial party was in existence fotir 
years after this happy meeting except myself. "^ Away with 
melancholy!" and we banished her from our minds, and 
drowned our senses in copious libations. About 4 o'clock a 
drizzly thick vapour began to cover the top of the mountain, 
when we hastily packed up the remnants of our feast and 
were conducted to the fissure in the rock, leading directly 
down to Cape Town. My friend Woodhall, who was the 
prince of good fellows, the life and soul of every gay 
party, being* a little in the wind, or in plainer terms rather 
overcome with the effects of his too liberal potations, betted 
highly he would run from top to bottom of the mountain 
without stopping, and setting off at a gentle pace, 
proceeded on his perilous enterprise without further cere- 
mony. We called on the mad fellow to stop, but nought 
availed ; away he went, bounding over precipices of twelve 
or fifteen feet descent; we sometimes lost and then 
again discovered his rapidly descending form, as he 
wildly pursued his headlong career. We were all 
disposed to escape the skirts of the increasing table- 
cloth (white cloud), and pushed on vigorously, but 
malgre all our efforts, Woodhall had reached the bottom at 
least half-an-hour before us; there he lay, puffing and 
blowing like a walrus, with bruised body, skins, knees, 
arms, and feet, bleeding profusely. He was scarcely sen- 
sible, but had perfectly accomplished his undertaking! 
Resting a short time after our fatigues, we took tha 
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thou^ktless fellow between two of us, and tkus supported, 
entered the town just as daylight began to fade; he was 
left at his lodgings, where he remained several days, a 
complete invalid. The rest of the party betook themselves 
to their ships and various places of abode : thus terminated 
our happy pic-nic. Not so for several officers, some years 
afterwards, who, engaging in a similar expedition without 
a guide, and the clouds suddenly involving the top oi thft 
mountain in obscurity, they mistook the regular fissure 
of descent, fell many hundred feet down a precipice and 
were dashed to atoms ! Our second Lt.-Col., the honourable 
C. Grey, met with a most melancholy fate during our 
delay at the Cape. He was one day walking in his bed- 
chamber, and suddenly struck his hip against the corner 
of a chest of drawers ; the pain occasioned by the contact 
was very trifling, and he neglected all precaution of friction 
or embrocation; about a week afterwards he complained 
to the surgeon of a very disagreeable sensation in the part 
affected. On examination an incipient abcess was dis- 
covered; in six weeks after he was a corpse. Sic transit 
gloria mundi! During our stay at Cape Town, an affair 

of honour occurred between two officers, a Capt. K , 

of the 33rd Regiment, and a young lieutenant of 
another regiment, which did much honour to the humane 
feelings of a lieutenant of the 12th, named Buckeridge, 

who was present at the altercation, and engaged by K 

as his second. This captain was a most notorious marks- 
man, striking a shilling or snuffing a candle with his 
ball at twelve paces distant almost invariably ; he had also 
shot several officers in various hostile rencontres. Poor 
Buckeridge, who was aware of the inevitable fate attending 
the amiable young man who was to encounter this cool 
and fierce marksman, by whom he had reluctantly been 
forced into the duel, determined to diminish the charge 
of powder in his pistol, so that the anticipated wound 
might not prove fatal. This was accordingly done, the 
ground being measured and every necessary preparation. 
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enforced, the adverse parties jfired. K — 's ball, as expected, 
took effect in the side of the young man, and he fell to the 

ground. K immediately turned round to his second and 

ferociously exclaimed, " G — d d -n you, if you had only 

put powder enough in the pistol I should have shot him ! " 
Buckeridge turned on his heel, only replying, " I am 
sorry I was ever engaged as second to a fellow of such 
a vindictive murderous disposition^'* and instantly retired 
fi'om the ground. The young man was borne home and 
shortly recovered from the injury. A meeting of the 
officers of the regiment took place, and we unanimously 

decided that Buckeridge should not meet K , >vho had 

sent him a challenge for his parting observation, and the 
officers of his own regiment fought shy of him for many 
months afterwards, and he ultimately quitted the corps. 
In the Army we call it " fighting shy " when a body of indi- 
viduals are on cool terms with an officer who has in any 
manner committed himself unworthily, just sufficient to 
escape the ordeal of a Court Martial. A trifling mistake 
occurred a few days before the fleet sailed for India, that 
nearly deprived me of the felicity of viewing those arid 
shores. I was one morning seized with the most dreadful 
spasms in the stomach, and on entering the inn, met 
Buckeridge, telling him the nature of my malady. "I'll 
cure you in a trice," said he, and taking down a phial from 
the chimney-piece, emptied it into a wine-glass, which 
nearly filled it. I took it off without hesitation, 
and was instantaneously released from pain. I had 
not swallowed it more than ten minutes when, 
feeling a drowsiness and benumbing sensation in my 
feet and legs, I begged him to let me repose on his bed a 
little time, until these disagreeable feelings subsided. He 
accordingly introduced me to his bed-chamber, and 1 
immediately flung myself on the bed, and prepared for a 
good sound sleep; but it woidd have been the sleep of 
death, for in about five minutes Buckeridge rushed into 
the room, exclaiming " For God's sake don't go to sleep ; 
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I have given you nearly two ounces of laudanum ! The 
doctor will be here instantly." These expressions made 
no impression on me; I was already in a lethargic state, 
wishing him at Old Nick for disturbing me. Our surgeon 
soon administered a strong emetic, which had a magical 
effect, and relieved me from all stupor ; they then allowed 
me to indulge in a comfortable nap, which continued to late 
in the evening, when I awoke voraciously hungry, but 
reeling with an intolerable dizziness of the eyes and brain ; 
a good dinner soon restored me to my wonted animation, 
and I was now ready to hear the detail of my accident. It 
appeared that Buckeridge had observed our purser, named 
Booty (a poor, puny, sickly, cadaverous little man, afflicted 
with constant spasms and indigestion), apply frequently 
to the contents of the phial, which was invariably an 
appendage of the chimney-piece, and fully aware that it 
acted infallibly on the nerves and spasms of the purser, 
he of course imagined it would produce a similar 
effect on me, as I was afflicted with the self-same malady. 
But unfortunately he had never taken notice of the small 
quantity taken, and seeing me writhing in the most ex- 
cruciating torment, thought a good dose would effectually 
relieve me ; poor fellow, he was dubbed with the appellation 
of ** Doctor " to his dying day, an epithet, however, that ex- 
cited his ire exceedingly. The period now approached for 
our departure, and my love affair with the bonny Maria was 
soon to be finally terminated. She would not marry unless 
I promised to make the Cape my permanent residence. 
This stipulation was impossible, and a most distressing 
scene of separation ensued, fainting, hysteric fits, floods of 
tears affected the love-sick girl, and I must confess myself 
to have been almost equally agitated. We indulged in the 
fascination of one long last embrace, I then hurried to 
the beach, and once more embarked on the "Melville 
Castle" for another long sea voyage. Before we sailed, 
the Padrfe, her brother, came on board offering a settlement 
of eighty thousand rix dollars j*f I would reside at the 
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Cape and marry his sister. Major Allen now interfered, 
pointing out the imprudence and impossibility of my accept- 
ing the "proposal without disgrace and dishonour; I then 
took a melancholy leave of the disconsolate Padre, and we 
separated for ever. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON the lOth November, 1796, the whole fleet was under 
weigh, witii a favourable breeze, majestically sailing 
out of Table Bay. I saw the fast-receding shores of the 
iron-bound coast of this part of Afiica with feelings of 
the deepest regret, and lamented not accepting the liberal 
proposition of the poor Padre, but my animal spirits soon 
surmounted this transient depression ; the sly jokes of my 
comrades in arms, and the space of a few days' time soon 
revived me, but could not efface the remembrance of my 
superb Dutch vrow, A Captain Ending had married one 
of the young ladies on board the " Melville Castle" during 
our residence at the Cape; he accidentally met her in a 
boarding house, was charmed with her appearance and 
manners, and in a few days after the gordian knot was tied. 
Capt. O'Brien was to his great annoyance removed to 
another ship, for the accommodation of Mr. Ending, 
whose sister was on board our ship. This change was a 
circumstance of an exceedingly disagreeable nature to all 
under his command. He was haughty, imperious, and ex- 
cessively jealous; he almost resented the most casual 
glance at his pretty wife; scarcely any subaltern was 
permitted to speak to her, and all excluded from the little 
parties occasionally given in the round-house. No event 
of material consequence took place for several weeks. We 
stretched out towards the islands of St. Paul and Amster- 
dam, and so far to the south that we hourly expected 
an interruption of icebergs. Meeting vdth a very heavy 
gale of wind, the course of the fleet was altered, and we 
steered directly for Acheen Head, were soon favoured with 
the Trade Winds, and again crossed the equatorial line. All 
was now hurry and bustle, exercising the great guns, as 
we expected to encounter the French frigates at this time 
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cruising in the Bay of Bengal. Our fleet consisted of the 
" Fox " frigate and eleven large Indiamen, many of them 
mounting thirty-six 18-pounders, with three British regi- 
ments on board — the 12th, 86th and 94th, or Scotch Brigade. 
The mode of encounter was to close with the French and 
board immediately. After clearing for action several times, 
we at length anchored in Madras Roads without further 
impediment, on the 19th of January, 1797, disembarked at 
Fort St. George the ensuing morning, and the officers were 
hospitably entertained at dinner by the gallant 74th Regi- 
ment, then doing garrison duty there. This night I in- 
dulg:ed so freely in their good Madeira wine, that I became 
disgracefully intoxicated, abused our kind hosts, and was 
carried to bed insensible. On awakening next morning 
in the quarters of Lieutenant Vesey Hill (who afterwards 
led the forlorn hope at Seringapatam and was killed) I 
found both my eyes closed, with large irritating lumps all 
over my body, and in a high state of fever. I then 
had several apologies to make to the individuals I 
had so wantonly and ungenerously abused the pre- 
ceding night at the 74th Mess, and the good fellows 
were all amply satisfied. They marched to the station 
of Wallajahbad a few days after, leaving us in quiet 
possession of the strong fortress of Fort St. George, called 
Madras. From January to August we were drilled without 
intermission, and soon became expert in military evolu- 
tions, perhaps superior to any King's regiment then 
serving in India. I recollect the gallant Col. Baird attend- 
ing one of our drills and expressing his most unqualified 
approbation of our movements and high discipline. For 
six months the regiment was on the Eastern glacis every 
morning at daylight; I never saw the rising sun so fre- 
quently, and probably never shall during my existence. 
At 2 o'clock the subalterns were paraded in a long verandah 
of the King's Barracks, giving the word of command of 
" Ready ; present ; fire ! " in a loud, firm, and distinct voice, 
to ten files of men placed at ten eqtii-distant intervals; 
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then at 6 o'clock in the evening we were again mancBuvred 
on the glacis. The guard-houses at Fort St. George, under 
the bomb-proof ramparts, were so infested by clouds of 
mosquitos that I have often sat in a chair or paced in front 
of them the whole night, lamenting my infatuation of 
entering the Army, or thinking on the happiness I might 
have enjoyed had I but accepted the proposition of my 
friend the Padre at the Cape, where love, content and 
independence would have brightened my future life. One 
night, after a constant vigil of this description, and answer- 
ing the guard and visiting rounds with all due precision, 
about 6 o'clock in the morning I threw my coat, belt, 
sash and stock off, in the hopes of getting a comfortable 
nap. Before opening the gates a dead sleep overcame my 
senses, and on opening my eyes there was my excellent but 
severe Colonel on horseback with the animal's head hanging 
over me. I started up in the utmost dismay; no excuse 
was offered for my apparent neglect of duty, and he rode 
out of the guard-room observing, *'I'll soon teach you, 
young gentleman, to be more on the alert I " The sergeant 
of the guard assured me he had regularly called me three 
times, and that the guard had been under arms since 
daylight, and General Sydenham had passed the gate with 
the Colonel for the purpose of inspecting the regiment, and 
had marked the omission and neglect of no officer being at 
the head of the guard. The Colonel rode full tilt into the 
guard-room, crying out, " AVhat the devil ! is there no officer 
to this guard ? " which exclamation in a loud tone awoke 
me, though I could not absolutely distinguish the expres- 
sion. The guard was soon relieved, and retiring to my 
quarters, our old adjutant, Joe Moore, made his appearance, 
asking for my sword and telling me by the Colonel's orders 
1 was to consider myself in close arrest until a Court 
Martial could assemble. I remained all that day in an 
inexpressible agony of excitement ; no one came near me, 
a species of desolation and despair pervaded my whole sys- 
tem, the very sight of fo-y^ was disagreeable; so throwing 
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myself on my rattan couch, I endeavoured to banish my 
misfortune in the arms of Morpheus, but in vain. About 
10 o'clock at night my staunch friend Woodhall paid me a 
sly visit, encouraging me to keep up my spirits and that 
all wotdd be soon happily settled. Feeling great relief 
from this assurance, sleep soon usurped its undivided 
empire. At 8 o'clock the following morning I awoke 
refreshed, and had just begun breakfast when the adjutant 
entered with a smiling countenance, and acquainted me 
that on due consideration of my youth and inexperience, the 
Colonel had resolved to release me from arrest provided an 
ample apology was made to General Sydenham in writing, 
explanatory of the whole affair. I immediately and cheer- 
fully sat down, describing the manner in which the night 
was passed and the deep sleep that ensued, with which the 
General was pleased to express himself perfectly satisfied. 
I was next day introduced to Colonel Wellesley on the 
parade (now the great Duke of Wellington), and presume, 
by way of encouragement, Colonel Aston described me as 
a very promising young officer, though smiling archly at 
the same moment. The officers of our regiment dined 
several times at the mess of the 25th Light Dragoons, 
then commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cotton, a pretty- 
faced, active little man of five-and-twenty, but now the 
war-worn Lord Combermere. I had an affaire du eoeur 
with the beautiful Harriet Lally (natural daughter of the 
famous French General Lally, of Pondicherry), which 
unfortunately embarrassed my finances considerably. The 
amusement of gambling also occupied my mind more than 
was judicious, and I was at length compelled to apply 
for assistance to our paymaster, Major Allen, who refused 
to supply my necessities unless I gave a solemn promise 
to abstain from this ruinous propensity during my future 
residence at Madras : the promise was made and faithfully 
kept, though I lost the affection of my mercenary Dulcinea, 
in consequence. Some young scapegrace will here exclaim, 
"A fig for the old fellow and his amours, who cares for 
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tkem ? " But how few years will intervene ere this very 
individual will be suffering under the inevitable infirmities 
of old age. We are all, in youth, very presumptuous and 
thoughtless. We, however, have the same passions. I 
recollect your original asseverations on the vaimted score 
of brevity! I submit Mr. Censor, and must now relate 
some few anecdotes of the frolics or any other epithet that 
may be deemed more appropriate of the youthful errors of 
pur martinet lieutenant-colonel; I have them from those 
who heard him relate them ; therefore no blame can attach 
to me if any little inaccuracies may occur in the course 
of narration. Some years previous to his mania for mili- 
tary fame he had envied the notorious eclat of the famous 
fighting Fitzgerald, who had been successful in some forty 
or fifty duels, and who was avoided and feared as a complete 
pest to society. In order to attain celebrity Aston resolved to 
encounter this dreadful person, and with this determination 
proceeded one evening with some friends to where he imder- 
stood this Irish Achilles would attend. Sauntering along 
the walks, the man was shortly pointed out. Aston passed 
him, pushing rudely against his shoulder; the other, 
imagining the insult was accidental, passed very quietly on 
without further notice, but on again returning Aston ran 
violently against him, and fairly drove him off the walk. 
This was a too plain indication of hostility to escape the 
resentment of one less inclined to pugnacity than Fitzgerald, 
who attacked Aston immediately, and a regular boxing 
match ensued. The Colonel at this period was the best 
gentleman pugilist in England, and poor Fitzgerald 
suffered such a severe beating that he at length lay almost 
insensible on the ground, when Aston, calling to a waiter 
to bring a lamp, lifted Fitzgerald up and then threw him 
again on the ground, crying exultingly, " He'll do ! he'll 
do !" and walked off triumphantly. vSix weeks was poor Fitz- 
gerald confined to his bed, so severe had been his punishment 
The moment he was able to stand a message was conveyed 
in due form to Aston for gentlemanly satisfaction, and 
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arrangements made for the rencontre accordingly. Twelve 
paces were measured, and two as brave men as ev6r existed 
placed opposite each other. The signal was given, and 
the unerring ball of Fitzgerald passed through the back 
part of Aston's neck, who instantly fell. Fitzgerald very 
coolly approached, lifted him in a similar manner, in which 
he had been so cavalierly treated, and then let him fall on 
the earth again, repeating his adversary's facetious joke of 
" Oh ! he'll do ! he'll do ! " Aston's life was long despaired 
of, and he retained an erect stiffness of his neck during life, 
produced by the severe effect of the wound. A long moral 
lesson might here be introduced, not very favourable to 
the principles of either party. My object is to narrate 
facts, and let those criticise, whose venomous dispositions, 
or superlative sense of the failings of their fellow mortals^ 
may consider themselves justified in throwing the first 
stone, as Christ said to those who accused the adulterous 
woman. I only apply the old adage of *' Humanum est 
err are.** 

On another occasion our colonel acted perhaps still more 
absurdly, at Honiton, in Devonshire. During an election he 
was leaning out of one of the upper windows of the inn there, 
when obsei*ving a finely-powdered head thrust out from 
one of the lower windows, the old tempter induced him to 
spit on the conspicuous caxon below, which flourished so 
superlatively ridiculous that he could not abstain from the 
irresistible impulse of fun, for the gentleman clapped his 
hand to the part affected, and instantly withdrew his 
offended pate, and five minutes had scarcely elapsed when 
in burst the M.P. (for so it was rumoured) into the apart- 
ment occupied by Aston, vehemently exclaiming, "By 
God, I'll give five guineas to the man who will tell me 
the person that spat on my head ! " " Put the money in 
my hand and I'll tell you immediately; the fellow wants 
to sneak away, so be expeditious," replied Aston. The 
purse was produced, and the five guineas deposited in 
Aston's hand ; when he said, with the greatest sang-froidy 



DIABT OF AN OFFICEB. 49 

" I am the man who did the deed." " The devil you are, * 
replied the other ; " and pray who may you be ? " " I am 
generally called Henry Hervey Aston!" The choleric 
gentleman was astoimded, for this name was at that time 
familiar to every sporting character in England. How- 
ever, he retired without further altercation, and a meeting 
of the parties ensued, a brace of balls projected, and the 
cauliflower-headed hero was shot au travers les deux f esses, 
telle est la fortune de guerre. As an old French general ob- 
served on the eve of a battle, on being asked who he thought 
the Almighty would favour; "Bah!" said he, "le hon 
Dieu est toujours pour les gros bataillons." Thus in the 
chances of a duel the most expert marksman generally 
succeeds, even though decidedly the aggressor, and meriting 
all the punishment. 

One morning, after a two hours' drill on the weU-trod glacis 
of Fort St. George, the sun rose with its usual splendour ; 
the heat was insufferable at eight o'clock. The movements 
of the men, from fatigue, appearing to the Colonel to proceed 
from neglect and indifference to duty, he kept us on the 
ground until nine o'clock, when we returned to the Fort tout 
en eau. As I entered my mi'^rters I fell suddenly on my 
face, deprived of all sensation. My servants placed me on a 
couch ; the surgeon was called, pronouncing my malady as 
a coup de soleil. My nose, on which I had fallen, bled pro- 
fusely, and this circumstance, in his opinion, saved my life. 
The excessive heat and unusual long drill produced this 
aflB.iction. The medical men represented the pernicious 
consequence of the troops being harassed by long drills, 
exposed to the intense heat of the sun, when an order was 
issued restricting the exercise to a specified time and hour. 
Every day previous to this salutary prohibition, three, four,, 
and frequently five men would suddenly drop down in the 
ranks, as if shot through the heart by a musket ball, and 
numbers died under the fatal influence of this severe affliction 
of coup de soleil. 

At the commencement of August, 1797, a strong rumoui* 
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prevailed that an expedition to the Luconian Islands was in 
contemplation, and Manilla was mentioned as the chief 
object of the expedition. We congratulated ourselves most 
heartily on this probability of suspension from our inter- 
minable drills. The name of Manilla was familiar to my 
ear, for during my infancy our family occupied a house at 
Clifton, near Bristol, in front of which was (and I believe is, 
to this day) a monument commemorating the names of all 
the gallant officers who had fallen victims to its capture, 
under the command of the famous and learned Sir William 
Draper. How often during childhood did I amuse myself in 
endeavouring to decipher the names and inscriptions of this 
most elegant monument, which is situated at the eastern 
extremity of Clifton Green, before a well-biiilt freestone 
house, where Sir William himself had once resided. I 
will not disguise the feelings of certain palpitations of 
the heart, when reflecting on the imminent danger 
attending the capture of an island so strongly fortified 
by nature and art, but the excitation caused by the 
representations of the incalculable riches it contained 
soon tranquillised these unmilitary sensations. The 
prize-money of a subaltern alone was vaguely calculated 
at a thousand poimds ; and where is the young mind impene- 
trable to the charms of possessing a rich harvest of gold-dust, 
the bane and happiness of civilised society ? At length the 
expedition was publicly announced and the day of embarka- 
tion officially designated. 



DIAEY OF AN OFFICER. 61 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE 12th of August arrived, the surf on the Madras 
coast was particularly aD4 unusually high; the 
most distant wave commenced about three hundred yards 
fiom land, the second about two hundred, and the third 
breaking with a thundering noise on the sands. The 
Massula boats were all ready, and in spite of the forcible 
representations of the boatmen of the impracticability 
of reaching the ships, some companies were embarked, 
and plunged through the shore surf, but on encountering 
the second, the boats were upset, and several soldiers 
drowned, when the attempt was given up, and the troops 
retiirned to quarters. For three days the sea continued 
in this agitated state; nor cotdd the men embark until 
the 17th inst., and then, even, the sm'f was frightfully high. 
There are, however, some few days in the course of a year 
when the sea beats so gently on the coast that the smallest 
ship's boats might land with safety, but this is of very rare 
occurrence, and all European boats invariably anchor outside 
the farthest surf, individuals and mercantile commodities 
being then transferred to the Massula boat for the purpose 
of disembarkation; heavy ordnance, with other ponderous 
lading, is deposited in the native boat at the ship's side. 
Six companies of the 12th, with several other corps, both 
European and Native, were soon on board the various India- 
men and other transports prepared for the reception of the 
troops. I accompanied two hundred men of the 12th on the 
" Ceres,'' an 1,800-ton Chinaman, and a whole battalion of 
Rajahpoot Sepoys, consisting of eight hundred, were 
crowded into the same vessel. No powers of language can 
describe the scenes of confusion, discontent, and almost 
mutiny that ensued for several days after each caste, sect, or 
religion of Sepoys had embarked their own water and 
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provisions, which, according to their prejudices, would have 
been contaminated if touched by an European or separate 
sect. Every morning there was a regular bazaar on the deck, 
each sect scrupulously and sedtdously avoiding contact with 
the persons or provisions of their fastidious neighbours ; but 
in a short space of time everything was carried on with the 
most perfect amenity of temper. On the 23rd, the first 
division of the expedition proceeded on their voyage, and 
arrived at Penang, or the Prince of Wales' Island, on the 
23rd of September, joining a large fleet containing fifteen 
thousand men, fitted out from the three Presidencies of 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. The anchorage ofE this beauti- 
ful little island, situated ten miles from the Malay continent, 
is particularly convenient. The vessels might lay near 
enough to throw a biscuit on shore, as the sailors significantly 
express it, so that large portions of the troops were daily 
landed to bathe in a certain transparent lake of fresh water, 
and take exercise. About five miles up the country there 
is a magnificent waterfall of several hundred feet in height, 
and the road leading to it through the most romantic and 
superb avenue of all descriptions of trees. The solitude, the 
various noises of insects, and the chirping of birds, would 
inspire the most volatile disposition with a certain involun- 
tary desire of seclusion from the rest of his species. I was not 
singular in this feeling, as many other officers who had 
visited the enchanting scene described themselves affected by 
similar sensations. We lived principally on buffalo beef, a 
coarse kind of meat, but wholesome and nutritious. Every 
morning large herds of buffaloes were seen swimming from 
the Queda or Malay coast, over the channel that separated it 
from Penang, for the supply of the Army, one small canoe 
piloting over forty or fifty dun-coloured heads. The scene 
was novel and interesting, exciting much merriment in their 
clumsy endeavours to extricate themselves from the toils of 
their too active conductors, who soon towed them to the 
slaughter-house. It was at this island I first tasted those 
delicious and luscious fruits called mangostiens and 
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rambostieils. There is a considerable resemblance in tbeii 
flavour, but their appearance is totally different ; the former 
is about the size of a middling-sized apple, with a rough, crisp 
rind or shell, which cracks and breaks on the slightest pres- 
sure, exposing a fine, light blue, jellied mass, in which is 
contained a kernel about the size of a horse-chestnut, and 
might be mistaken for one ; the latter is rather larger than 
a walnut, perfectly round, with rough, knotted, crisp shell, 
which, when broken, a delicious circular lump of jelly imme- 
diately detaches itself, even superior in exquisite flavour to 
the mangostien; but there is no kernel within this fruit. 
There is also another species of this indigenous fruit growing 
most luxuriantly, called the lichi, whose quality of flavour 
is far less esteemed. They were, however, relished by the 
troops, being common and very cheap, whereas the others 
were extremely expensive. The island is overrun with a 
mongrel race of Chinese, who carry on all the poor trade 
existing there. A filthy place, designated by the name of 
Bamboo Square, a receptacle for all the abandoned females 
of the town, was burnt down one night, occasioned by the 
folly and depravity of some of our wild young heroes, who 
went on shore for what they called a spree. I agreed with a 
small party one afternoon, to land on the Malay coast, and 
accordingly, after an hour's row, we landed on this savage 
coast, which was covered with a high jungle, with intervals 
of desert land. A Malay sprang out of the bramble armed 
to the teeth — sword, javelin, bow and arrows, with a huge 
buffalo-hide shield. Large rows of shells adorned his person. 
He stalked majestically towards us, enquiring with a most 
arrogant air, what business we had there ? When told by 
a Lascar who accompanied us, that we merely came to see 
the country, and would shortly return to the ship, he put on 
a more conciliating demeanour, but appeared particularly 
attracted by the brilliancy of my gold epaulet, which he 
demanded without ceremony. Unwilling to comply with 
his wish, I was walking towards the boat, when he precipi- 
tately advanced, and almost tore the glittering bauble from 
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my shoulder. This was rather too open an avowal of his 
ignorance of the difference between meum and tuum. A 
struggle ensued, and with the assistance of my companions I 
was extricated from his fierce gripe. He was greatly enraged 
and poised his javelin in a menacing attitude, when out flew 
our swords from their scabbards, and pistols were presented. 
The savage, nothing daunted, advanced on us with ferocious 
looks. AVe could in a moment have deprived liim of exist- 
ence, but decided oi^ retiring peaceably to the boat, if 
he followed alone, and we soon pushed off. The savage then 
coolly thrust his spear in the sand, and adjusting an arrow to 
his bow, shot it into the midst of us, at not thirty yards' 
distance. It entered the stern of the boat, just by the Lascar, 
who was steering. One of our party then fired a pistol. We 
were, however, too far off to do execution, though the fellow 
seemed perfectly aware of the nature of firearms, by placing 
his broad shield before him. He then gave us a parting 
arrow, and a shout of abuse, and we speedily returned to our 
vessel. One of these fierce barbarians " ran amuck " whilst 
we were off the island, that is, he wildly entered one of the 
streets and creesed every person he met (the creese is a short 
dagger made in the blade to resemble a flame). He had 
killed several, when he was fortunately bayoneted by a 
Sepoy, wlio met him in his mad career. These occurrences 
fi^equently disturb the town at Penang ; these fellows either 
from intoxication, or the ferocious propensity of their nature, 
are seized with this mania of killing indiscriminately, with- 
out respect to friend or foe, which is termed "running 
amuck." There is no race of beings on the face of the earth 
possessed of such vindictive inhuman dispositions as the 
Malay's. In their attacks on country ships they will neither 
give or receive quarter, fighting to the very last man ; nor 
will they spare a single individual if they succeed in the 
capture of a vessel, and many manned with Lascars annually 
fall victims to these nimierous and ferocious pirates, who 
infest the sea in every part of the Straits of Malacca, Banda, 
and about the Malacca Islands. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

A FEW days after our arrival at Penang, an express 
^^ sloop anchored, bringing intelligence of an expected 
mptiire with. Tippo Saib, and dispatches directing the 
immediate return of the troops to Madras and the other 
Presidencies. We sailed without delay, but encountering 
constant gales of adverse winds, and finding it unavailing 
to contend against the north-west monsoon, a meeting of 
the captains of the fleet took place, deciding our return to 
Penang. Having suffered three weeks under torrents of 
rain and successive storms, we again reached this beautiful 
little island on the 20th October, where we remained in 
smooth water, and masticating buffalo beef until the 15th 
Noveonber, when we once more encountered the dangers 
of the ocean stretching across the Bay of Bengal, under 
the auspices of a favourable breeze, and every stitch of 
canvas spread, a second despatch sloop having been ex- 
pedited from Madras to acquaint us with the imminjent 
danger menacing the Company's possessions from the 
Sultan, Tippo »Saib, with directions for our instant depai'- 
ture from Penang, and to adopt every judicious means of 
reaching the Presidency with the least possible delay. The 
Chinamen were allowed to; proceed on to Canton; the 
division of the 12th, on board the "Ceres," had therefore 
been transhipped to another vessel, the " Princess Mary,'' a 
country ship of 50C tons, manned with Lascars, or Indian 
sailors, an active race in fine weather, but exceeding timid, I 
may say pusillanimous, in a storm or hea^vy gale of wind. 
During our last anchorage at Penang we lost a Captain, 
Whinstone, a man addicted to the excessive use of spirits, 
and although exhausted and dying with a tremendous 
abcess in his liver, on his death two bottles of liquor were 
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found secreted under his pillow. The most irreclaimable 
propensities of human beings are certainly gambling and 
drinking ; in the whole course of my existence I have never 
witnessed one instance of radical cure for these evils. We 
were under convoy of a frigate, commanded by the Honour- 
able Captain Murray, and the " Princess Mary," a sluggish 
sailer, was frequently signalled to make more sail, but as 
she was very crank, alias not having sufficient ballast on 
board, the captain was apprehensive she would upset, if 
strained under too heavy a pressure of canvas. The frigate 
fired several shots ahead and astern of her, and at length the 
arbitrary honourable captain approaching nearer, fixed 
another shot between the main and mizen masts, cutting 
some of the ropes close over the heads of the troops. He 
then hailed us in a furious passion, threatening to fire into 
us if the captain did not hoist more sail. This was too much 
for our little impetuous Major Bellairs, who commanded on 
board, who, seizing the speaking trumpet, thundered forth : 
^' The person by whose direction the last shot was fired is a 
damned rascal ; and tell your captain that I, Major Bellairs 
of the 12th, say so !" The frigate sheered off, and no notice 
was ever taken of this hasty expression. In the course of the 
passage a sudden squall of wind laid the " Princess Mary '' 
on her broadside, and for several minutes we were appre- 
hensive of foundering. The Lascars hid themselves, and the 
exertions of the soldiers alone extricated us from our immi- 
nent peril. 



^- 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

/^N the 15t]i December, 1797, we once more cast anchor 
^^ in the Madras roads, and landed the same day. 
During our absence, a French squadron had appeared off 
the fort, and succeeded in driving an Indiaman on shore, 
close under the walls, and after exchanging a few shots 
with the fort, and receiving a shell or two on board? they 
sailed off to the southward. This squadron consisted of 
the seven ingates whose attack we were prepared for in 
traversing the Bay of Bengal the preceding year on our 
passage to India. Some few weeks after their appearance 
off Madras, they encountered three of our seventy-fours 
ii\ a calm, which, from their unwieldy size, were very 
roughly treated, being left almost wrecks without the 
possibility of retaliating. Captain Lucas, commanding the 
three English men-of-war, was brought to a Court Mar- 
tial. The occurrence, in toto, broke his heart, and we had 
the melancholy duty of depositing the remains of this gallant 
but unfortunate officer in the Vipiray burying ground, near 
the Fort of Madras. The four companies left behind on our 
departure had also embarked and sailed, but a signal was 
hoisted for their immediate return, and they disembarked 
the following day. The Governor of Madras had fortunately 
received information of the hostile intention of Tippo Saib 
just in time to prevent the final departure of the fleet, which 
was only barely in sight as the signal was made. The regi- 
ment shortly received a route for Tanjore; on the 26th 
January, 1798, encamped on the island close to Madras, and 
two days afterwards proceeded on the march to the place of 
destination. At this period there was a most dangerous and 
secret mutiny existing among the Company's troops, and I 
fear some individuals of the 12th were not wholly exempt 
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from suspicion of participation in the disgraceful proceeding. 
We had accomplished two marches, when four companies, 
under the immediate command of Colonel Aston, were 
ordered to return to the Mount for the purpose of attending 
the execution of several European Artillerymen, who had 
been sentenced bv a Court Martial to be blown from the 
mouth of a cannon. They marched back ten miles, and, after 
witnessing this shocking spectacle, returned to camp. If 
our men were really implicated the scene had a very salutary 
eft'ect, as we reached Tan j ore on the 1st of March, a distance 
of 300 miles, without the slightest indication of any 
mutinous disposition. Two companies were detached to 
garrison the old Fort of Vellum, eleven miles ofP, under 
Major Picton, who was second in command. Three times a 
week the eight companies at Tanjore met this detachment, on 
a fine open plain, equi-distant from the two stations, and were 
there drilled and manoeuvered for several hours. This 
arduous duty could not last long ; five miles' march to the 
drill ground, two hours' incessant evolution, and five miles 
home again, under the fierce rays of a tropical sun, was 
enough to damp the ardour and exhaust the physical strength 
of the most robust European. Many men were struck dead by 
coup de soleil, and four hundred lying in hospital afflicted 
with dysentery, and other severe complaints. The repre- 
sentations of the surgeon on the imprudence of thus harass- 
ing the corps was unattended to ; our hardy Colonel con- 
tinued the exercise, but he was always on horseback, and felt 
not the scorching sun ; if he did, it was not accompanied by 
that excess of fatigue and overwhelming exhaustion that 
affected those who were compelled to march. Many a time 
have I relieved a poor fainting soldier from the weight of his 
musket, and carried it myself, wringing the perspiration in 
streams from my sodden clothes. On returning to the gar- 
rison, either from climate or excess of fatigue, two officers and 
upwards of one hundred men died, when Government inter- 
fered, issuing a peremptory order for the prevention of any 
future meeting between the two separated portions of the 
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corps, the famous cavalry general, Floyd, at the same time 
receiving orders to inspect both divisions at their actual 
stations. On the 4th of May he arrived, and after minute 
inspection issued the following order : — 

" Tanjore, May 4th, 1798. 
" Major-General Floyd desires to express to Colonel Aston, 
his officers, and men, the satisfaction he received on inspect- 
ing this day the eight companies of His Majesty's 12th 
Regiment at this station. In the masterly hands of 
their commanding officer, there is every reason to 
expect that His Majesty's 12th Regiment of Infantry will, 
whenever they are called upon, be ready and disposed to 
renew in the East the glories of Minden and Gibraltar !" 

It is a singular coincidence of time and events, that on 
this very day the following year, at the storming of Seringa- 
patam, the regiment distinguished itself in the most 
memorable manner, but, alas ! poor Aston was not doomed to 
reap the benefits of his zeal and ardour in the service. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CTRONGt rumours of approaching colKsion with the 
^^ army of Tippo Saib daily prevailed, and our youth- 
ful heroes sighed for the hour of action. The route soon 
came, and the 22nd of July saw us on our march towards 
the Fort of Arnee. In passing Trichinopoly, where 
General Floyd was stationed with the 19th Dragoons, his 
favourite corps, in the command of which he had so often 
signallised himself in former battles and skirmishes with 
the Mysoreans, we were {id est, the officers of the 12th) 
hospitably invited to dine with the general. On the in- 
troduction of Mrs. Floyd, a beautiful young woman of 
eccentric disposition, to Colonel Aston, she immediately 
exclaimed : ** Good Lord ! Hervey, I always understood 
you were a very handsome man; but you are as black as 
a Moorman, and the ugliest fellow I ever saw." Aston, 
who was a very bashful man, blushed scarlet red, and 
was petri de confusion. Soon after Colonel Aston was relat- 
ing one of his most facetious and amusing anecdotes, when 
the lady burst forth with, " Well, Hervey, that is the greatest 
lie I ever heard in my life." " Pardon me," replied he, " 1 
can tell much greater." " Do, then ; I request of you as a 
favour." All was excitement to hear the Colonel's reply, 
when he calmly said : " It is, that Mrs. Floyd is the whitest 
lady I ever met in my life." The old general shook his sides 
with laughter, exclaiming : " You deserve it, madam ; you 
deserve it. Ho ! ho ! ho !" She cast a petrifying look at her 
caro sposo, rose from her chair in an agony of tears, and left 
the table, rudely pushing aside the extended hand of the 
gallant Colonel, who offered his services to conduct her to the 
door. Some time previously, she had amused the General 
with one of those extravagant tricks which only a woman on 
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the eve of lunacy would have thought of. He was in front of 
his regiment observing the manoeuvres, when she rode up to 
him with, her youngest child in her arms, fifteen months old, 
and begged the old general to take it for a moment, as she 
felt unwell. He accordingly took the child, when she rode 
off laughing, leaving the General at the head of his regiment 
with the infant in his arms. She afterwards visited the 
Presidency of Madras on her way to England. 

The regiment entered the Fort of Arnee on the 31st 
December, and here we were destined to lose our brave, 
liberal, and gallant Colonel. He had proceeded to Madras 
on some private affairs of importance, and during his absence 
Major Picton, the next senior officer, had convened a meeting 
of the officers, relative to the mess ; and the decision being 
contrary to the wishes of the Colonel, he directed a most 
offensive order to be issued, commenting on the irregularity 
and unsoldierlike conduct of Major Picton in assembling 
the corps without his permission, and canvassing a point 
contrary to his express wishes. A letter was then written 
by Picton, which was returned from Madras by the Colonel 
in a blank cover. Irritated by this contemptuous mode of 
treatment, and deeming it a palpable insult, the Major 
resolved on seeking gentlemanly satisfaction for the affront. 
About the same period, Lieut. Hartly wrote a private note 
to Colonel Aston, complaining of the Paymaster, Major 
Allen, relative to some pecuniary transaction. In reply, 
Aston wrote that Allen was a most " illiberal fellow." This 
was a private communication and ought not in honour to have 
been divulged ; but Hartly read the obnoxious clause to some 
of his brother officers. Lieut. Nixon reported the nature of 
the paragraph to Major Allen, remarking, that as his friend, 
he could not tamely submit to the publicity of such an 
accusation without imparting the circumstance to the Major, 
who remarked: "As a sense of friendship has ostensibly 
induced you to communicate this affair, I expect you to 
carry a message to the Colonel from me, on his immediate 
aiTival." Lieut. Nixon represented that he depended on 
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his pay, and could not, without probable ruin, act in the 
capacity of second in a duel with his immediate command- 
ing officer, and offered numerous other excuses to extricate 
himself from the dilemma, when Major Allen, turning from 
him in disgust, replied : " Mr. Nixon, you represented your- 
self as my friend, but I can look upon you in no other light 
than as an invidious enemy, prone to mischief, and malig- 
nantly endeavouring to foment a quarrel between your 
superior officers.'' He indignantly turned on his heel, 
leaving the? officious personage to no very pleasing reflections. 
As illiberality was by no means a characteristic of Major 
Allen's general disposition, he felt doubly aggrieved at this 
wanton imputation, and resolved mildly to ask an explana- 
tion and some trifling concession. He little imagined he 
should be compelled to obliterate the stigma by shedding the 
blood of his most intimate friend. Human beings are 
certainly impelled by destiny; our profoundest pre- 
cautions and most amiable intentions are too frequently 
frustrated, and our greatest omissions as often turn to 
our advantage. I am of opinion the Colonel would 
never have adopted the expression, had he reflected for a 
moment, or been impressed with the idea that the contents of 
a private note could be exposed to public animadversion. 
He often condemned his youthful follies in as severe a tone 
as the most rigid ascetic could have wished ; and his general 
mode of conciliating conduct towards the officers of his regi- 
ment evinced a full determination of attracting their regard 
and esteem. His too ardent zeal for the welfare of the ser- 
vice certainly led him into some little venial errors ; the very 
best of us are but imperfect creatures, and constantly liable 
to dereliction from the established code of civilised society. 
In November, Colonel Aston rejoined the regiment at Arnee, 
and the following morning a message was delivered to him 
from Major Picton, requiring an apology for the insult of 
returning his note in a blank cover. The Colonel replied 
he was not in the habit of making apologies ; consequently 
arrangements were made for the meeting in two hours after- 
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wards. The distance of eight paces regularly measured, the 
signal given, when Picton fired his pistol, without effect. 
*' Fire again, Major ; fire again !" exclaimed Aston. " Not 
unless you fire at me," rejoined Picton. " I have no personal 
animosity against you, Major Picton, and have only been 
actuated in my conduct towards you by a sense of good to the 
service, and therefore cannot fire at you," replied the Colonel, 
and immediately fired the contents of his pistol in the air. 
Xo apology was made, and the respective parties returned to 
their quarters. Picton would not have been justified in 
firing a second time, according to the established custom of 
etiquette in the reigning system of duelling, and retired very 
ill-satisfied with the result of the rencontre. 

The ensuing day Asst.-Surgeon Erskine waited on Colonel 
Aston for the purpose of receiving some explanation relative 
to the hasty expression of "illiberal fellow," contained in 
the letter to Lieut. Hartly, which he had unguardedly read 
to the officers of the mess, and in justice and honour ought to 
have been made responsible for his intemperance ; in fact, 
had he been possessed of an atom of spirit, or generous feel- 
ing, he would have come forward, even at the risk of a venial 
violation of veracity, and borne the whole onus of the affair. 
On Mr. Erskine's application for explanation, Colonel Aston 
merely observed : " I certainly did not intend the contents 
of the note written to Lieut. Hartly for public inspection, 
and it is rather hard to be made responsible for the> 
indiscretion of another man. However, as circumstances 
have occurred, what is your further pleasure ?" Mr. Erskine 
replied, he was requested by Major Allen to demand an 
apology, or immediate satisfaction for the implied libel on 
his character. Colonel Aston's high spirit instantly took 
fire, and he warmly replied : " Tell Major Allen, sir, that I 
make an apology to no man, and never did. As to fighting, 
I'll fighti the whole regiment if they require it !" Mr. 
Erskine said, " There is no alternative. Colonel !" and the 
meeting was proposed to take place at one o'clock the same 
day. Major Allen, who was one of the mildest of God's 
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creatures, could not refrain from tears on Erskine's repre- 
sentation of the inevitable necessity of a duel with his 
quondam, friend and commanding officer. He was well 
aware of the determined spirit of Colonel Aston, and that he 
would be probably shot if he did not wound him severely ; 
and brave as he was mild, he prepared for the unhappy event, 
which was ultimately, in its consequences, to terminate his 
existence. He proceeded to the ground of action ; the usual 
preliminaries were adopted, when Major Allen said in a voice 
almost suffocated with emotion : " Will you. Colonel Aston, 
make the slightest apology ?" " I came here to fight, and 
not apologise !" was the reply. " Will you only say you did 
not intend to cast a reflection on my general character as an 
officer and a gentleman?" "I shall answer no questions 
now, so fire away V " The only answer to this last remark 
was : " Then your death be on your own head !" The pistols 
were then raised — ^the signal given. A moment's hesitation 
ensued ere Allen fired. He expected the first shot from his 
adversary, but being disappointed, drew his trigger, and the 
fatal ball entered the right side of the Colonel, passing 
through the backbone, and lodging just under the skin 
of the left side. This was not, of course, discovered 
until the body was dissected. The Colonel stood immovable 
for a few seconds, with his arm still elevated m the position 
of firing. He hastily said : " Major Allen, I could now shoot 
you, but the last act of my life shall not be murder V He 
then turned round to his second (Major Craigie, who did not 
know he was wounded) and faintly observed, " Support me ; 
I am going to fall !" Craigie could scarcely believe the 
evidence of his senses, until supporting the Colonel in hia 
arms, he discovered a small spot of blood just under the 
waistcoat pocket, and then only was convinced something 
serious had occurred. The Colonel had fainted, and in this 
state was conveyed to his house. The despair of poor Allen 
was inexpressible. Casting the fatal pistol on the groTind, 
lie uttered the most piercing cries of distress, saying he had 
h illed his best friend, and ran off the ground like a maniac ; 
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nor -^as it ascertained what had become of him for many 
days after. Even Erskine, his second, was ignorant of the 
place of his seclusion. On recovering from his insensibility, 
Colonel Aston was surrounded by his friends, all anxious for 
the preservation of this extraordinary man. On observing 
the surgeon among them, he calmly addressed him, sayirg : 
"Tou fcnow, doctor, I am not one of those who fear the 
prospect of death ; therefore, tell me candidly and honestly 
if my wound be mortal ?" The surgeon replied he had not 
yet sufficiently ascertained the exact nature of the wound to 
give a decided opinion, but did not hesitate to say that from 
its situation, there certainly existed extreme danger. "I 
thank you for your candour,'' said the Colonel ; " and now 
give me something, if possible, to relieve me from the exces- 
sive pain I suffer.'' An opiate was administered, and the 
following day he was free from any considerable pain. The 
wound was so deeply situated that probing was judged 
dangerous ; but from his cheerful demeanour, and constant 
occupation of dictating his will, the most favourable antici- 
pations were entertained of his ultimate recovery. It was 
during this period that Woodhall, my old friend and school- 
fellow, entered my quarters, saying he had just seen the 
Colonel, who was much better, then presented me with a 
handsome white feather as a present from him, acquainting 
me that the Colonel had issued an order appointing me to the 
Grenadier company. Who can describe the pleasure of a 
young officer on being appointed to a flank company ? It 
far exceeds the poor power of language. I experienced all 
these nameless, indescribable sensations, and heartily prayed 
for the speedy recovery of this excellent officer, who, had he 
lived, would have led us on to glory and honour. But fate 
ordained it otherwise, for on the seventh day from the inflic- 
tion of the fatal wound, he expressed a desire to be assisted 
out of bed. He had scarcely touched the floor with his foot, 
than, giving a sudden spring up, he fell dead on his bed. T 
obtained all these minute details from our Asst.-Suroeon 
Erskine, with whom I was on the most intimate terms, as he 
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was personally and actively employed, both professionally 
and otherwise, in this interesting affair. There can exist 
little doubt on the authenticity of this narration, which I 
have here recorded from memory, after a lapse of time of 
nearly forty years. The impression of the scene is just as 
vivid on my imagination at this moment, as if it had only 
occurred yesterday. Three days after the decease of the 
Colonel, his remains were conveyed with all due respect and 
military pomp, from his house about half-a-mile distant, into 
the Fort, and interred in the little cemetery in the eastern 
quarter. A handsome monument erected to his memory 
exists to this day, having been repaired a few years since 
by the benevolent and voluntary interposition of Major 
Munro, of the Company's service, who liberally and gen- 
erously paid the attending expenses out of his own private 
funds. Thus destiny disposed of the proud, chivalrous, and 
gallant Lt. -Colonel Henry Hervey Aston. On what insig- 
nificant occurrences depends the life of us poor mortals S 
The gravest events are frequently produced by the merest 
trifles. Now for the sequel of this melancholy trans- 
action. The unfortunate Major Allen, who was of a^ 
conscientious, religious turn of mind, had hurried pre- 
cipitately to his quarters, fastened all the doors and 
windows, everyone supposing from the deserted appear- 
ance of the rooms that he had escaped to Madras. 
However, when the heavy roll of the double drumj 
announced the funeral procession of his lamented friend, he 
joined the cortege in the usual military mourning costume,in 
solemn silence. Never was alteration in man produced in so 
short a space of time ; from the portly, full-faced, handsome 
being of six feet high, he was actually reduced to a skeleton, 
with countenance as pale as a corpse, cadaverous, hollow eyes, 
unusual stoop in his shoulders, and so weak that he was 
scarcely enabled to follow to the grave. When the awful 
sounding coffin was first struck by the descending earth, he 
fell fainting into the arms of the bystanders, and was in that 
state conveyed to his quarters. His dubash, or head servant, 
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reported that the Major had never touched an atom of food 
since the fatal event. He only asked for water, continually 
repeating the expression of " Oh, God ! Oh, God ! I have 
destroyed my dearest and best friend !" Major Allen was 
now put in close arrest, and afterwards brought to a Court 
Martial at Pellore, by which tribunal he was acquitted, but 
without the word " honourably '' preceding. The feelings of 
the Court must have been prejudiced on this occasion, as 
there was, according to the principles of military etiquette, 
nothing dishonourable in the whole course of the transaction. 
The duel was fair, ana nothing but its origin could be a 
source of reprehension ; and of this, even the world has now 
ample latitude to form an opinion. Major Allen was never 
seen to smile again. He would pace his tent for hours, 
brooding over his unhappy, melancholy destiny, being the 
first oflScer who fell a victim to fever, at the commencement 
of the siege of Seringapatam. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE 12th regiment marched from Arnee on the 31st ot 
December, 1798, and after a delay of some days at 
different encampments, joined the grand army at Pellore, on 
the 1st of February, 1799, where Colonel Wellesley, being 
the senior officer present, issued an order for the most intelli- 
gent officers to attend at his marquee daily, for the purpose 
of being initiated into the principles of extensive field move- 
ments. These gentlemen were, of course, selected by the 
commandants of corps. I was not yet sufficiently expe- 
rienced for this employment, but had sense of discernment 
to discover that the most brilliant talents are by no means 
an infallible recommendation to confidential places. The 
most distant ramifications of the aristocracy are invariably 
the objects of promotion to all Staff and lucrative situations. 
Even in this selection, the family of officers was considered 
in preference to the adaptation of qualifications. I attended 
the field days of instruction, and could not but smile at the 
various blunders committed by these choice, intelligent 
officers ; nor was the honourable Colonel himself so great an 
adept in military evolutions as the world gave him credit for 
some years after. General Hams joining the army soon 
after, we were immediately put in motion for the Mysore 
country. Previous to our march, a ludicrous, but nearly 
fatal scene occurred, close to the encampment. Our men 
were in the habit of teasing the monkeys that swarmed iu 
immense numbers in thousands of banyan trees. An 
enormous fellow of the baboon species one morning bounded 
towards a lake or large tank in the vicinity of the camp, pur- 
sued by several soldierjf., when suddenly taking the water, he 
thus hoped to evade his pursuers; but one man, bolder* 
and more imprudent than his comrades, stripped and swam 
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after the huge animal, whom he soon overtook. The chatter- 
ing and grinning of the enraged beast as he was caught by 
the tail afforded infinite amusement to the spectators ; but 
this feeling was soon changed into apprehension for the 
safety of the soldier, whose arm was seized and bit through. 
He disappeared under the water for a few seconds, and then 
was seen swimming towards the shore, assisting himself 
with one hand only, the baboon escaping to the opposite side 
of the lake. A more severe laceration of the arm could be 
scarcely imagined. The teeth of the animal had entered 
both sides of the upper part of the arm to the bone, the flesh 
being drawn several inches asunder. He was sent to the 
hospital tent, several weeks elapsing ere he was suflSciently 
recovered to resume the duties of his profession. 

Before I enter on a very cursory account of the campaign 
against Tippoo Saib, it may not be deemed irrelevant to the 
subject to give a description of the provision of a subaltern 
for six months' consumption, which may convey a pretty 
correct idea of the magnitude of the followers of an army of 
thirty thousand men. I had two bullocks laden with biscuits, 
two with wine and brandy, two with my trunks, and four 
for the marquee, in addition to which a dubash, maty boy, 
and six coolies to transport my couch, chairs, and various 
other little appendages. Thus, I was accompanied by ten 
bullocks and eight servants, the majority of whom were 
followed by every individual of their family — grandfathers, 
grandmothers, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, with whole 
generations of children. This may appear an exaggerated 
statement, but no less extraordinary than true. Every 
officer in the army was thus encumbered, and generally to a 
more extensive degree. Marching, thus attended, through 
the Company's territory about one hundred miles, on the 
5th of March we entered the Mysorean dominions by the 
Ryacottah Pass. Scarcely had we ascended the heights 
when large bodies of cavalry were observed in the distance, 
retiring leisurely towards the interior. A rocky hill fort 
about a quarter of a mile high appearing to offer some 
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impediment to the advance of the army, Captain Woodhall 
proceeded towards dusk to surprise it. After two or three 
hours' climbing, the Light Infantry of the 12th under his 
command took possession of the fort on the summit, without 
opposition. This fortification, called Neldroog, was then 
occupied by a company of Sepoys, and the Light Infantry 
returned to camp. We were now joined by Lt.-Col. Shaw, 
an old, gallant officer who was transferred from the 74th 
Eegiment, to replace our late lamented Colonel. He imme- 
diately issued the following order : — 

" Camp near Killamungahim. 
" 8th March, 1799. 
" As the 12th Eegiment, from having the honour to be the 
oldest King's regiment in the Army, is more liable to be 
called on for immediate service than any other corps, the 
commanding officer expects the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men will be ready by night or day to turn out at 
the shortest notice, and to get under arms without noise or 
confusion. On all sudden alarms, the Light Infantry is 
instantly to accoutre, without waiting for orders, and be in 
readiness to march whenever its services may be required." 

He was a good, honest, hard-drinking Irishman, and had 
(conducted himself most gallantly in former Indian warfare, 
and selected by the Commander-in-chief to take charge of 
the fortunes of the 12th Regiment. It was determined, 
before advancing further, to surprise a large cavalry canton- 
ment, fifteen miles oit. A large force, consisting of the 12th, 
with numerous flank companies of other corps, marched all 
night for this purpose. During this expedition I observed 
several young soldiers moving with the column, fast asleep, 
with muskets on their shoulders, and marching as regularly 
as their more robust and vigilant companions, who 
frequently amused themselves by a variety of tricks at tha 
expense of the somnambulists. The probability of this cir- 
cumstance may be questioned, but old soldiers will bear me 
out in the assertion. About an hour before daylight we 
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came in view of the fires and lights in the enemy's lines. 
Fixing bayonets, we hurried on to the expected encounter, 
and at least ten thousand horse, as represented by our spies ; 
we,however,f ound the place completely deserted. The enemy 
having been apprised of our advance had decamped, leaving 
their fires burning as a deception. General Baird, to whose 
command the detachment was entrusted, instantly counter- 
marched, and returned to the army. TVe were, however, 
assailed several times by the Looties, or predatory horsemen 
of the enemy, before we joined tlie main army. They kept at 
a respectable distance after a few straggling shots fi*om our 
flankers. Nothing material now occurred, except the sur- 
prise of one of our pickets of Sepoys, eighty of whom were 
literally cut to pieces in a night attack of the enemy's cavalry. 
The officer was left among the heap of dead, a figure too 
horrible to describe. He had been wantonly and bar- 
barously mutilated, with about thirty sabre wounds in dif- 
ferent parts of his body, yet he recovered and returned to his 
native country, to linger on his future wretched existence. 
At a place called Amboor, previous to our mounting the 
Ghauts, the army had been joined by a considerable body of 
the Nizam's forces — a disorderly set of savage, undisciplined 
barbarians, clothed in stuffed cotton, and steel chained 
armour, prancing and skirmishing about the country in every 
direction, yet wielding their long lances with uncommon 
dexterity, and managing their horses with grace and ease 
almost to perfection. They were certainly an addition to 
our numerical strength, but in a military point of view of 
dubious advantage to the invading regular army, whose^ 
movements they frequently confused, by dashing through the 
infantry columns full gallop, being often mistaken for the 
enemy's irregular horse, and fired at accordingly. The 
advance and movements of the army was entirely confided to 
the management of Colonel Barry Close, who was Adjutant- 
General to the Forces, a man of extensive capacity, who had 
displayed eminent talent in both civil and military situations 
during his long residence in India. He was an ornament to 



72 DIABY OF AN OFFICER. 

Ais profession, and had fortune favoured him might have 
proved a first-rate general ; and by his amiable, conciliating 
disposition, was beloved and esteemed by all who enjoyed 
the advantage of his society. As we continued our march, 
the towns and villages were in flames in every direction. 
Not one atom of forage or food could be procured ; every tank 
or reservoir of water was impregnated with the poisonous 
milk-hedge, many horses and bullocks falling victims to the 
deleterious infusion. About twelve o'clock on the 27th of 
March we came in sight of the mud-walled fort of Malla- 
villy, and as the Quartermaster- General's department were 
fixing on the place of encampment, on an extensive plain of 
sand just in front, the distant booming of heavy ordnance 
was plainly distinguished. The Lascars had commenced 
pitching the tents, when they were interrupted in their occu- 
pation by cannon balls bounding amongst them, and imme- 
diately fled to shelter. The enemy were posted on an 
eminence about two miles distant, supported by a long range 
of numerous heavy artillery. Our pickets, commanded by 
Captain Macpherson, of the 12th, pushed on towards their 
right flank with two twelve-pound galloppers, and the action 
became brisk in that quarter. Having ensconced themselves 
in a wood, thev were ensured from the attacks of the hordes 
of cavalry hovering about them, who were saluted with 
repeated discharges of grape shot from the twelve-pounders. 
The right wing of our army now formed on the intended 
ground of encampment in contiguous close columns, and in 
this form cautiously advanced towards the eminence in front. 
The balls and rockets were showered on us, but with ill- 
directed aim, and doing little execution. As we approached 
nearer the enemy's position, they were observed to withdraw 
their guns, and finally disappeared. In this advance, our 
Captain of the Grenadiers, I suppose, observing the paleness 
of my countenance, turned round and offered me a refreshing 
draught from the contents of his canteen, composed of 
brandy and water, which I gratefully accepted. The 
military man may sneer contemptuously at this indication of 
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pusillanimity, but never during all my service did I see 
soldiers enter on a scene of action with that calm, florid 
appearance denoting a sense of security and health. Indi- 
viduals may hector and swagger, but mortal never existed 
exempt from the feelings of human nature. I affirm there 
is a palpable evident alteration in every man's appearance at 
the commencement of a battle. As it rages, this disappears, 
and the excitement of exertion soon produces the usual effect 
of renewed animation, with a spirit of recklessness indifferent 
to all danger. As our columns approached the summit of 
the hill, we deployed into line, soon reached the top, and 
from thence on the plain below, interspersed with several 
dense woods, saw the formidable army of Tippo Saib drawn 
up in battle array. A large body of cavalry was in the act of 
charging our Light Infantry, who were skirmishing in front, 
but now running with headlong speed to rejoin the British 
line. This wedge-like column of horse, at the nearest angle, 
was led on by two enormous elephants, having huge chains 
hanging on their probosci, which they whirled about on both 
sides, a blow fi*om which would have destroyed ten or twelve 
men at once. At lirst we mistook these men for the Nizam's 
troops, but as they rapidly approached towards an interval 
between the right of our corps and a battalion of Sepoys, we 
were soon convinced of their intention of passing through 
and attacking the rear of the 12th. Fortunately, at this 
momentous crisis, a detachment of the Native cavalry of our 
army suddenly rode up and filled the interval, when the 
enemy made direct to the front of the old 12th Eegiment. 
General Harris rode up to the rear, crying, '* Fire, 12th ! 
fire !" To their eternal credit, coolness, and unexampled 
discipline be it recorded, that not a shot was fired, nor even a 
movement made that indicated indecision. The men knew 
it was not the voice of their Colonel, who, however, now gave 
the word, " Steady, 12th, I command. Wait until they are 
within ten yards ; then singe the beggars' whiskers !" This 
order was implicitly obeyed. At the word " Fire !" a volley 
was effectually poured into the wedge of cavalry, followed by 
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a rapid and well-directed file firing. As the smoke cleared 
away a whole rampart of men and horses lay extended on the 
ground in front of the regiment. The elephants, maddened 
by pain, were making off, swinging their chains about in the 
midst of the cavalry. The howdahs from which the leading 
chiefs had directed the charge were dashed to atoms, and 
some of them falling headlong from the backs of the enraged 
animals. Just at this instant two 9-pounders replaced the 
cavalry on the interval, and fired showers of grapeshot on the 
discomfited Moormen, who were retiring to the main body 
crowded in the topes or woods below, who, perceiving the 
entire defeat oi these two thousand chosen men, poured forth 
their tens of thousands, scouring rapidly over the deep sands. 
Colonel Wellesley, on the left of the line, had come in contact 
with the enemy's Infantry, and destroyed whole cushoons, ot 
battalions of them. The defeat was complete, and Tippo drew 
off with all possible haste. Unfortunately a division of the 
enemy's cavalry had passed round the right of our line into 
the rear, and destroyed the whole of our sick men. The rear 
of the wedge were actually incapable of continuing the 
charge, so embarrassed were they by the heaps of slain lying 
in their front, and the elephants, now more sorely goaded' 
from the grape shot of our guns, excited by numerous 
wounds, and deprived of the conductors, turned all their fury 
on the ilysoreans, the ponderous chains, which they swayed 
about with prodigious rapidity, overturning all who opposed 
them in their retrograde movement. Three or four horse- 
men cut through the 12th Eegiment, but were instantly shot. 
To give an idea of the temper, sharpness, and weight of the 
swords of all these men (who had all drugged themselves with 
''bang," a species of opium, for the encounter), I have only to 
mention that the barrel of one of the men's muskets was com- 
pletely cut in two by one stroke. The musket was many 
years preserved, and shown as a curiosity. It is now only 
necessary to add that the victory was most decided, the report 
of a gun booming at periods in the distance being the only 
indication of the proximity of an enemy. On returning to 
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our original ground of encampment, the left wing of the 
army had just arrived, and heartily congratulated us on our 
success. The following orders were issued by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, General Harris : — 

" G.O. Parole, Malleville. Camp Malleville. 

" March 27th, 1799. 

" The Commander-in-Chief congratulates the army on the 
happy result of this day's action, during which he has had 
various opportunities of witnessing their gallantry, coolness, 
and ready attention to orders." 

" (Extract) Brigade Orders. 

'^Major-General Baird, with the most heartfelt satisfac- 
tion, congratulates the Brigade on the victory attained this 
day over the enemy. It is sufficient for him to say that the 
valour of the troops fully answered his expectations." 

The loss of the enemy on this occasion was estimated at 
5,000, our own less than so many hundreds. I have curtailed 
the account of this battle, as my object is principally to detail 
the fortunes of the 12th Regiment. 

On the 24th of March I was ordered for out-picket, about 
a mile from the line of encampment, where the enemy's 
cavalry were hovering about in dense masses, ready to pounce 
on the exposed parts of our alignment. Observing the 
loads of two bullocks on the ground, near my position, con- 
sisting of entrenching tools, the animals having kicked them 
fi'om off their backs and escaped to the jungle, I thought 
it advisable, as the whole day was before me, to employ my 
fifty men in throwing up a species of field fortification, to 
strengthen my position, especially as the Moorish cavalry 
became very daring, and menaced a charge, being kept at 
a distance only by repeated shots from my party. We set 
to work merrily, and before evening a respectable triangular 
breastwork, with a deep ditch, secured my pickets from 
surprise. Never were exertions rewarded with more com- 
plete success, for about half-past twelve at night, the very 
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earth trembled under the trampling of approaching cavalry, 
who came boldly on to onr breastwork, with yells and shouts. 
I gave them a peppering file fire, which strewed the front 
of my position with nearly one hundred of their black car- 
cases, when discharging their pistols and carbines, they sud- 
denly wheeled off to the right, and made an attack on one of 
our Sepoy pickets, consisting of eighty men, who were 
literally cut to atoms. The officer commanding them was 
left on the ground, with twenty-five sabre cuts on his body. 
Singular to remark, I had not a man of my picket even 
slightly wounded, whereas, had not the breastwork existed, I 
must have been inevitablv butchered, with the whole of mv 
detachment. 

On the 3rd of April the army encamped within four 
miles of Seringapatam, behind a range of hills. On 
reaching this ground. General Harris, escorted by the 
T-ith Eegiment, reconnoitred the enemy's position from 
the apex of the hills. There was only a few cavalry 
in sight ; but suddenly a most terrific earthquake com- 
menced; the plains in front were observed undulating 
like the waves of the sea, which magnificent motion con- 
tinued for upwards of a minute. Looking back, we saw our 
own army undisturbed by the extraordinary appearance. 
The view was really superb ; an assemblage of 30,000 fight- 
ing men, 300,000 followers, 400 elephants, 1,000 camels, 
with 150,000 bullocks. Who could behold such a mass of 
living matter without the most awful and profoundest reflec- 
tions I In a few short years all would vanish from the face 
of the earth, like the " baseless fabric of ai vision !" Many 
remarkable accounts have been related of the surprising 
sagacity and docility of the elephant, to which, hitherto, I 
had read and listened with a species of incredulity, but on 
this march such manifest proofs of their fine nature was 
evinced, that I became a convert tp all its wondrous instinct. 
One instance only that occurred under my own personal 
observation is sufficient to display the comprehensive force 
of their physical and instinctive energies. A 42-pounder, 
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the largest gun in our battering train, was plunged deeply 
into a slough, with the mud level to the hind axletree of the 
carriage. Fifty bullocks were in vain straining with united 
strength to extricate the ponderous machine from its 
immersed dilemma, when an elephant was brought up to 
their assistance. He seized the muzzle of the gun with his 
proboscis, but finding the weight exceeding the power of his 
strength, he emitted a trumpeting, sonorous sound, on 
which another elephant in the rear sprang forward to his 
assistance. The united exertions of both these noble animals 
lifted the gun and carriage bodily out ot the tough clay ; the 
bullocks at the same instant were exerted to their full 
strength, and thus the unwieldy machine was again put in 
motion. This may sarcastically be denominated a traveller's 
tale — an epithet too commonly applied by the ignorant and 
sedentary individuals of a country town to every extra- 
ordinary event beyond the sphere of their limited compre- 
liension. A thorough knowledge of the Latin and Greek 
languages is not alone adequate to the investigation of all 
the mysteries of nature ; but, forsooth, because the elephants 
of Pyrrhus, in his war with the Romans, did not perform 
these astonishing feats, all modern travellers' accounts are 
considered as exaggerated. I was relating this very anecdote 
some years after to an old divine in Brecon, a Mr. Williams, 
when he apostrophised me with a solemn air, saying: 
" Young man, in promulgating such extraordinary events, I 
would advise you to reflect, and abstain from all narrations of 
so dubious a tenour, and beyond the bounds of probability, 
or the name of Traveller will attach to you during life." His 
age and profession secured him from my resentment ; but X 
did reflect, that a learned ignoramus might exist under the 
sanctified and solemn garb of a Welsh parson. Having 
reconnoitred the enemy's position, and taken a distant view 
of the strong fortified town of Seringapatam in the distance. 
General Harris, with his escort, retraced their steps to the 
ground of encampment. Clouds of rocketmen and irregular 
cavalry soon appeared, annoying us in every possible shape, 
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and it was some hours ere the tents were regularly pitched ; 
and even then the rockets were continually whizzing 
amongst them, setting them on fire, as also killing and maim- 
ing many of the camp followers. 

About six o'clock this evening, the 12th Eegiment, with 
the flank companies of the 74th and 94th Eegiments (which 
latter corps was then denominated the Scotch Brigade) 
assembled under Major-General Baird, for the purpose of 
beating up the enemy's cavalry camp, and scouring a wood 
three miles in front. We proceeded at a slow antl cautious 
pace in various directions, without discovering the cavalry, 
and at length entered the tope, or wood, about two o'clock 
in the morning. Here we discovered the remnants of fires, 
with a variety of cooking materials, denoting, evidently, that 
the place had but recently been abandoned. There was a 
long ditch with a breastwork of earth on the skirts of the 
wood nearest to the fortress, from which it was a mile and a 
half distant. The night was darj£, and after wandering in 
the mazes of the different pathways, General Baird came to 
the determination of returning to camp ; being bewildered, 
and observing the lights in Seringapatam, they were taken 
for those of our encampment. We therefore moved 
towards them, but had not proceeded far when Major 
Lambton, who had a pocket compass, assured the General 
that we were advancing in an opposite direction. A light 
was procured, and the compass placed on the ground, when 
he was convinced of the accuracy of the representation, and 
we speedily quitted our dangerous situation in an opposite 
coufse. Passing a space of about two miles, we were sud- 
denly halted, ordered to fix bayonets, and to advance au pas 
du charge, and were at once in the midst of a large body of 
the enemy's cavalry. Two shots only were fired from their 
vrdettes, when the fatal bayonet was actively at work amidst 
the slumbering horsemen. Here first my maiden sword was 
stained with the blood of a fellow-being. A man had been 
passed over by the troops in front, when, as I placed my foot 
on the spot near him, he rose on his knees, and made a 
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desperate plunge at my body with a short creese or dagger. 
It glanced through my coat, waistcoat, and shirt, grazing 
the skin just below my breast, making me stagger backwards. 
In an instant I made a random blow with my sword, which 
fortunately came in contact with his shoulder, and struck 
him to the earth. The dagger fell from his hand, which I 
seized, and preserved as a memorial of my narrow 
escape for many years after. I was then hurried 
forward by the rest of the troops, and nothing but dying 
groans interrupted the silenco of the night, for at least a 
quarter of an hour. Few escaped to tell the tale of the fatal 
surprise. Our men now. loaded, expecting a larger body of 
cavalry to revenge their fallen comrades. Two companies 
were pushed out on the flanks, and we again moved on for 
an hour, when suddenly a rushing noise of approaching 
troops made the column halt. We wheeled into line, and 
fired a voile v in the direction. At the same moment a voice 
was heard shouting, "Cease firing; cease firing; we are 
friends V^ The flankers had lost their way, and coming on 
the main body in an, opposite direction to that from 
whence they had been thrown out, were naturally 
supposed to be the enemy. Many poor fellows were 
killed and wounded by this unhappy mistake. The 
wounded were mounted on our captured horses, and we 
once more reached camp at dawn . of day, just as the 
General was beating for the march . of the army. I 
was so overpowered by sleep and fatigue that for half an 
hour, during the martial preparations for marching, I 
buried my senses in sweet oblivion on the damp ground. 
On the 4th of April the army merely shifted their situation 
a few hundred yards, but on the 5th moved to the permanent 
encampment for the siege, about four miles, the enemy's 
rockets hissing through the columns during the whole march. 
Several of the unfortunate camp followers being entrapped 
by the unprincipled Looties, were sent into camp with 
noses and ears cut off. We retaliated by hanging those 
barbarians, whenever they were taken prisoners. 
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" General Order. Parole Cornwallis. 

" 5tli April, 1799. 

** The Commander-in-Chief takes the opportunity of no- 
ticing the high sense he has of the general exertion of the 
troops throughout the long and tedious march, with the 
largest encampment ever known to move with an army in 
India ; and in congratulating them on a sight of Seringa- 
j)atam, he has every confidence that a continuance of the 
same exertions will very shortly put an end to their labours, 
iind place the British colours on its walls. 

(Signed) BAERY CLOSE, 
Adjutant General." 
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CHAPTER XL 

^TpHE ground of encampment was on the upper part of an 
* inclined plane, at the foot of which, on the opposite 
bank of the River Cauvery, stood the proud fortress of 
Seringapatam, at three miles' distance, from whence they 
already began to throw shot from guns of a huge calibre 
into camp, and so pestered were we with the rocket boys 
that there was no moving without danger from these 
destructive missiles. Pickets were therefore thrown out 
to drive them off, which soon established tranquility and 
tolerable safety in the lines. At sunset this evening (5th 
April) the 12th Regiment was suddenly ordered under 
arms. It appears that General Harris, after due consulta- 
tion and deliberation with the adjutant-general, who was 
the primum mobile of every military movement, had de- 
cided on opening the trenches if possible this night, before 
the enemy could collect sufficient force to offer serious 
opposition, for having expected the attack on the other 
side of the fortress, the whole of Tippo's army was as- 
sembled on the opposite banks of the Cauvery, having 
been deceived by a demonstration on our part, it occupying 
that position two days previously. In accordance with 
this determination, two separate bodies of troops were 
ordered to assemble at 6 o'clock this evening, one destined 
to take possession of the dry sandy bed of a nullah or 
rivulet in front, the other to occupy a wood at some 
distance on the right of the river (which the detachment 
under General Baird had traversed a night or two preced- 
ing, but had been silently evacuated by the enemy on the 
approach of the English) ; both these positions were now 
completely occupied by strong and select columns of Tippo's 
Tyger Sepoys. This circumstance was not, however, ascer- 
tained until after the attack. To accomplish these arduous 

p 
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enterprises, His Majesty's 12tli E/egiment with a battalion 
of natives paraded under the command of Colonel Shaw, 
and advanced from the British lines towards the nullah. 
The other division, under the honourable Colonel Wel- 
lesley, consisting of His Majesty's 33rd Regiment and a 
battalion of Sepoys, quitted camp half-an-hour afterwards, 
proceeding in the direction of the wood on the right, each 
detachment consisting of 1,500 men. It was intended to 
carry the two posts simultaneously, for the mutual protec- 
tion and security of the attacking forces, as one position 
was almost untenable without the occupation of the other, 
and both were situated about midway between the en- 
campment and the fortress, that is, at one and a-half miles' 
distance from each. Colonel Shaw's column had marched 
on slowly and cautiously for three-quarters of an hour, 
when the whole atmosphere became suddenly illuminated 
with a brilliant blaze of light from innumerable fire-balls 
thrown forward by the enemy, who, perceiving the exact 
situation of Shawns force, then projected thousands of 
rockets and saluted us with repeated volleys of musketry, 
pouring death into out* ranks. The sight was brilliant but 
awful in its effects. The Tyger Sepoys were plainly ob- 
served in heavv masses in our front, and on both flanks 
pouring in a destructive fire ; still, this gallant little body 
moved slowly on, unintimidated by the numerous foe, al- 
though each moment more encumbered by the wounded. The 
rockets and musketry from upwards of 20,000 of the enemy 
were incessant. No hail could be thicker. Every illu- 
mination of blue lights was accompanied by a shower of 
rockets, some of which entered the head of the column, 
passing through to its rear, causing death, wounds, and 
dreadful lacerations from the long bamboos of twenty or 
thirty feet, which are invariably attached to them. The 
instant a rocket passes through a man's body it resumes 
its original impetus of force, and will thus destroy ten or 
t\\enty until the combustible matter with which it is 
charged becomes expended. The shrieks of our men from 
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these unusual weapons was terrific; thighs, legs, and 
arms left fleshless with bones protruding in a shattered 
state from every part of the body, were the sad effects 
of these diabolical engines of destruction. Not a shot 
was returned from our column, nor had the men even 
loaded their pieces; a caution from our cool old Colonel 
that "All must be done by the bayonet" needed no 
repetition to ensure obedience. Scarcely had this order 
been conveyed through the ranks, when an increased and 
tremendous peal of musketry for several minutes 
was distinctly heard from the wood on our right, 
a certain indication that Wellesley's column was 
also seriously opposed. This soon ceased, but immediately 
afterwards the rear of our right flank was turned, from 
whence the enemy poured in deadly volleys of musketry. 
Thus situated, it became a paramount object to shelter 
our soldiers from this fresh accession of fire ; they were 
therefore directed to lie down, as it would have been a 
wanton and useless sacrifice of the men's lives to stand and 
confront such a sweeping and formidable desolation. The 
enemy supposing from our recumbent posture, which was 
plainly exposed by the light of the fire-balls, that the 
majority were annihilated, a heavy column of Tyger 
Sepoys v.^ntured a desperate attack at the point of the 
bayonet, and actually drove our Sepoys in confusion on the 
Europeans, killing their commandant, Major Colin Camp- 
bell, and wounding many officers. As soon as we were 
liberated from the flying Sepoys, who scampered pell- 
mell over our prostrate line, the command, " Up 12th and 
char^ !" was a signal obeyed with alacrity, and we plunged 
headlong into the ranks of the swarming foe, springing on 
them like lions. The effect was magical ; for the moment 
they discovered the white faces of our men, a general cry 
of " Fringee bong chute ! Fringee bong chute ! '* 
ensued. They were seized with a general panic 
and scoured over the plain much more rapidly than 
they had advanced, and they were scattered in all 

F 2 
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directions. The murderous rockets and musketry still 
showering from the other quarters, we were soon compelled 
to resume our prostrate manoeuvre, and thus remained for 
several hours patiently awaiting the dawn of day. About 
one o'clock in the morning the solemn trampling of a body 
of troops was agJain distinguished on our right flank, 
which being attributed to a renewed effort of the Tyger 
Sepoys to recover their lost honour our gallant fellows 
again sprang up, prepared for another charge, when a few 
stragglers from the honourable Colonel Wellesley's detach- 
ment rushed in and warned us of the approach of the 
remains of that force, which had been repulsed from 
the wood with great slaughter, and were now advancing 
to join Colonel Shaw. A few minutes after this report 
Major Shea (second in command to Wellesley), 33rd 
Regiment, joined us, with several companies of that corps. 
He stated that Colonel Wellesley was missing, and the 
force under his command had been completely broken, 
repulsed, and dispersed; he had traversed the wood in 
quest of him, but without success; they had stormed an 
entrenchment lined with the enemy's pikemen with lances 
at least twenty feet long, and for once the bayonet had 
proved ineffectual. The whole detachment was broken 
and then charged by the pikemen, by whom they had 
been dispersed in all parts of the tope; that the Colonel 
had been seen by some of the men making off in great 
agitation in the rear towards the encampment, followed 
by an officer and a few soldiers; having' then collected 
the scattered remains of the force, and the enemy's fire 
becoming exceedingly destructive, he had abandoned the 
wood, for the purpose of presen'ing the lives of his re- 
maining men, and had joined our detachment in hopes of 
obtaining information and instructions how to proceed. 
This distressing intelligence threw a gloom over our gallant 
little band, which was not diminished on hearing our in- 
flexible old Colonel Shaw reply, that he did not require 
his services, and recommending him to follow his colonel 
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to camp. How far this laconic admonition was judicious, 
in the existing posture of affairs is subject of doubt; 
the hint, however, was immediately complied with, Major 
Shea and his remaining force retiring towards camp. 
Indignation here certainly overcame a sense of prudence 
and self-preservation, as Shaw soon found the Tyger Sepoys 
pouring volleys on us from all quarters ; the stoutest heart 
in the force predicting a fatal result from such an unequal 
conflict. Large quantities of ammunition were forwarded 
incessantly from camp during the night, to replenish the 
imagined expenditure of Shaw's column ; the oldest soldiers 
having never heard such a continued peal of musketry, 
from which circumstance it was naturally apprehended 
that all our cartridges had been expended; but this tre- 
mendous noise had originated in the exertions of the 
numerous enemy surrounding us, not a man of our force 
having even loaded for the space of twelve hours. And 
this tremendous fire continued without interruption, blue 
lights and rockets illuminating the atmosphere the 
whole time, beautiful though terrific. We now only 
awaited the dawn of day to exhibit one of the most 
glorious and impressive scenes that ever added lustre 
to the British annals of military fame. The whole 
army in the encampment was drawn up, and just 
as light appeared the 12tli Regiment, with the bat- 
talion of Sepoys, were plainly discovered advancing 
in line towards the bed of the river, opposed by clouds of 
the enemy, and a heav}' cannonade from the fortress of 
Seringapatam. The resistance was certainly of the most 
imposing and formidable description, and the result 
anxiously attended by our gallant comrades in camp, whose 
glasses and eyes were fixed on the dubious scene in com- 
miserating suspense: every heart thrilled mth hopes and 
best wishes for our success. At length the 12th, supported 
by the Sepoys, dashed into the bed of the river, and all 
was involved for some minutes in a mass of confusion; 
the attacking force was absolutely hid from view; crowds 
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of the enemy in front, flanks and rear obscured their ap- 
parent existence ; our exertions and coairage were certainly 
put to the test. There was not a single idle bayonet: 
oaths, shouts, and carnage presented a terrible scene of 
human ferocity; never did men more heroically perform 
their duty. The conflict was excessively murderous and 
o))STinatc, as the Tyger Sepoys were brave, numerous, 
and well disciplined. For some time the combat appeared 
dubious, as a considerable body of French troops persevered 
in most gallant style to lead on Tippo's Sepoys; this did 
not continue of long duration, for Colonel Shaw, attracted 
by the obstinate resistance of the French, directed our 
Grenadiers to charge them, when they turned and fled 
with precipitation. This example was followed immediately 
by the surrounding enemy, and we pursued them some 
distance beyond the nullah, but the shots from the fort 
played on us so rapidly that we were soon compelled to 
return and shelter ourselves under its banks. The ad- 
miration of our armv was vividly excited, and General 
Harris was heard to exclaim, ** Well done old 12th ; why, 
they are going to take Seringapatam ! " We had scarcely 
taken possession of the bed of the river and sheltered our- 
selves under the embankment from the thundering cannon 
of the fortress, when the enemy in the wood (fi'om which 
Wellesley had been repulsed) opened several field-pieces on 
us, completely enfilading the position; a mound of earth 
was quickly thrown up on the right of the regiment to 
protect us from this destructive fire. Several of the enemy's 
battalions also advanced and poured in volleys of musketry ; 
this additional annoyance induced us once more to form 
line, load, and fire, on which they again retired to the 
wood, but no human effort would have prevented us being 
expelled from this exposed situation, had not a brigade 
from camp marched to take possession of the tope, fi'om 
which we were so cruelly enfiladed. The enemy, on the ap- 
proach of the British, quietly abandoned the wood, which 
was accordingly taken possession of without loss on our side, 
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though in retiring they halted, faced about and delivered 
repeated volleys. From Shaw's post we saluted them 
with a sharp fire of field-pieces on their flank, by which 
or from the guns of the brigade they lost one of the bravest 
chiefs of their army (Seyd Giaffer). This evening (6th 
April) we were relieved in the trenches by the gallant 74th 
Regiment, who lost several men in their approach, and we 
were heartily rejoiced to regain the encampment after 24 
hours' hard fighting, fatigue, and fasting. In this bril- 
liant affair eleven officers and 180 men were killed and 
wounded. One of the officers received so extraordinary a 
wound that I cannot refrain from relating the particulars. 
As he was entering the nullah, a shot from Seringapatam 
struck him in front of the right hip, lodging between 
the bone of the thigh. The Dooley men, or bearers of 
the machine on which he was carried to camp, complained 
of the great weight bearing on the right side. On examina- 
tion of the wound the surgeons could not suppress a 
hopeless cast of countenance ; on which the wounded officer 
(Lieutenant Falla) requested that he might have a bottle 
of port wine to keep up his spirits, and die like " one brava 
soldier " (he was a Guernsey man not very well versed 
in the idiom of the English language) ; he was supplied 
u-ith the strengthening cordial, and soon after died. The 
body was opened, and to the astonishment of all in camp 
a wrought iron shot of 26 pounds' weight was extracted 
from between the bones of the thigh, which had been 
completely covered by a swelling of the part affected, 
so that it was not discovered any ball was beneath the 
wound until the extraction took place. This almost in- 
credible fact was generally known, and the shot weighed 
and exposed to the public scrutiny of the majority of 
the officers of the army. 

The perilous adventure of the honourable Colonel Wel- 
lesley must be now narrated, although I may incur the 
malice and hatred of the great Duke in conse- 
quence. On his column being repulsed and dispersed in 
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the wood, he imceremoniously betook himself to flight, 
accompanied by one officer and very few of his men. 
He soon reached camp, and throwing himself on a table 
inside the Commander-in-Chief's diningi marquee, burst 
into a violent passion of tears, exclaiming, " Oh, I'm ruined 
for ever! I'm ruined for ever! My God, I'm ruined 
for ever ! What shall I do ? where shall I go ?" His actions 
were those of a madman, rolling backwards and forwards 
on the long table without intermission, uttering the most 
fearful and bitter invectives on the melancholy failure 
of his ill-fated attempt on the wood ; I did not hear these 
expressions, but had a faithful description of them the 
ensuing morning from a staff officer who was present at 
the scene. At length his physical powers exhausted by 
excess of agitation produced a profound slumber of many 
hours. He had previously represented to the Commander- 
in-Chief that the whole detachment had been cut to pieces, 
and that he alone with the few men who accompanied 
him in his flight had escaped the bloody catastrophe, 
concluding his statement vrith the ominous expression 
that he was ruined for ever; to which General Harris 
replied with some asperity, " So you are, unless you return 
and find the troops confided to your command," and then 
left "Wellesley to the indulgence of his reflections, which 
produced the table scene. His failure was lamented by 
many officers who really pitied his unhappy situation, 
but this generous feeling was soon dispelled on the arrival 
of Major Shea with the most considerable portion of the 
column. He had been joined by numerous stragglers on 
his march, so that on enumerating the whole it was dis- 
covered afterwards that twelve only were taken prisoners, 
with very few killed and wounded. Affairs now assumed 
a new and unfavourable aspect; the major reported 
also that in consequence of the desertion of his colonel, 
and being ignorant of the exact nature of the attack, he 
had collected the remains of his force, had retired from the 
wood and joined Colonel Shaw, by whom he had been 
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directed to join his colonel in camp; he was not even 
apprised that the occupation of the wood was the ultimate 
object of the enterprise, so that he was perfectly justified 
in seeking further instructions from a superior officer. 
The actual statement of this failure was canvassed at head- 
quarters, and so palpably glaring did Wellesley's mis- 
conduct appear to General Harris, that a gentle hint was 
communicated that his presence would be dispensed with 
until further orders, tantamount to the more open declara- 
tion of, " Sir, you may consider yourself in arrest/' This 
intimation produced a similar paroxysm of despair to that 
already exhibited on the table of the Commander-in-Chief's 
tent, and everyone was persuaded that a Court Martial would 
ensue, as the judgment of this honourable tribunal was 
essentially requisite to clear his character from the odious 
stigma of cowardice, which was the prevailing opinion 
attached to his conduct by the whole army. But here, as 
in every other situation of English society, the influence of 
aristocratic ascenaancv manifested itself most powerfully. 
Fortune favoured tiie honourable Colonel in this exigency, as 
she did subsequently in every dilemma of his future eventful 
career. He was the brother of the Governor- General of 
India, the Marquess of ^ellesley, and it required strongei* 
nerves than those pervading the system of poor General 
Harris to carry on his duties with impartiality and justice. 
He considered it, for his own interest, judicious and prudent 
to pause ere he decided on exposing the frailties of a branch 
of the aristocracy to the ordinary tribunal invariably 
resorted to on similar occasions. Any other officer of the 
British force would have joyfully courted an investigation, 
in order to clear his character from the suspicions of the 
malicious, and thus resume his accustomed intercourse of 
equality with his comrades as an honourable man, or fear- 
lessly braved the direful consequences of conviction. This 
spirited mode of conduct did not suit the feelings of the 
honourable Colonel. What ! are great men to be adjudged 
by the opinion of ordinary tribunals, where the paltry 
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considerations of tinith, justice, and honour prevail ? No ; 
a tame submission to such degrading judgment would taint 
the character of a scion of the aristocracy with eternal 
infamy ; and thus the conduct of Colonel Wellesley was left 
to the indiscriminate ordeal of public opinion. I know 
many old officers who declared they would never speak to 
him again, unless in an official capacity, and they tenaciously 
persevered in this determination from the most honourable 
principles, to the great detriment of their future prospects 
in life. The most efficient regiment in the army was not 
employed at the battles of Assaye and Argaum, in conse- 
quence of the commanding officer adhering strictly to this 
resolution. 

I now come to the morning of the 6th of April, 
when the brigade was paraded for a renewed attack on the 
wood flanking Shaw's post. General Harris, fully sensible 
of the fearful struggle maintained by the 12th Regiment and 
battalion of Sepoys, with an enemy ten times as numerous, 
hastened to relieve the gallant fellows from their perilous 
predicament, directing General Baird to head the brigade 
and drive the T^'ger Sepoys from the tope. This brave and 
generous officer requested that Colonel Wellesley "might 
once more try his fortune." This was most certainly Baird's 
exact expression ; however, others may be pleased to clothe it 
in more elegant or sentimental language. My intention is 
to relate facts, with the most distant idea of vindicating or 
traducing characters. On this appeal General Harris did, 
or pretended to, ponder some seconds, when he acquiesced, 
and despatched an aide-de-camp to Wellesley. He soon 
appeared, and was thus addressed by General Harris: 
** Colonel Wellesley, at the suggestion of Major-General 
Baird, I am once more induced to allow you to try your 
fortune at the head of brigade. Take the command, and 
drive the enemy from the Sultampittah tope." The humbled 
and mortified Colonel assumed the command unhesitatingly, 
and once more advanced with a band of brave men towards 
the wood, the enemy offering only a feeble resistance to its 
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occupation. As the English approached, they retired, and 
Wellesley, without loss, took possession of this important 
post, which hitherto had so cruelly enfiladed Shaw's post, 
and almost rendered it untenable. Frederick the Great, 
and many other renowned heroes have had their impulses 
of panic, and why should the great Captain have been totally 
exempt from feelings incidental to the common lot of 
mortals? Pro tempore, his reputation was tarnished in 
the estimation of the old officers with whom he was serving, 
many of whom avoided his society, but years of future glory 
have established his fame. The impression of contempt for 
Lis failing has ceased to exist ; time and death have nearly 
obliterated the remembrance of this inglorious epoch of his 
military career. I was on the spot and in the affair, and 
have faithfully narrated the event without prejudice or 
any vindictive feeling, well aware that no comment of 
mine can possibly affect or injure the great Duke, 
whose name must be handed down to posterity, in 
spite of every malicious representation to detract 
from his well-earned fame. I only regret that his future 
conduct to the brave officers serving with him in Spain, who 
were sometimes accused of venial errors, and dismissed the 
Army by the haughty fiat alone of this extraordinary man, 
was not of a more conciliatorv and considerate natuie. For 
example, Colonel Peacock, of the 71st Regiment, and various 
others, will evince the degree of forbearance manifested by 
the more fortunate Duke towards unsuccessful individuals 
under his command. I could name many who have suffered 
apparent injustice from the inflexible and inconsiderate, 
precipitation of this candidate for universal applause, but 
gratitude and magnanimity are not component ingredients 
in the qualifications attributed to the hero of the age. Had 
any other officer in the army before Seringapatam been 
guilty of similar dereliction from the duties of his profession, 
no earthly power could have prevented his dismissal from the 
Service ; but Wellesley was allied to the aristocracy of Eng- 
land, who can do no wrong, and so escaped the punishment 
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that would have blasted the reputation, and ruined the 
prospects of any individual moving in a humbler sphere. 

Aiter a month's continual fighting and liaraships, a breach 
was reported practicable on the 3rd of May, and the follow- 
ing day was appointed for the storm. Towards evening the 
troops selected on this interesting occasion moved slowly 
down to the trenches, under the command of Baird. For 
nights and days had the troops suffered from excess of 
fatigue, up to their knees in water, and exposed to the fierce 
rays of the sun, fired at and rocketted from every direction, 
and subjected to continual alarms. We were, therefore, 
all rejoiced at the speedy prospect of a glorious termination 
tu our incessant sufferings, advancing with all that anima- 
tion and buoyant spirit so characteristic of British soldiers 
on the eve of a brilliant attack. At one o'clock p.m., on the 
4th inst., Baird, taking out his watch, exclaimed : " The 
time has expired !" and leaped on the parapet of the trenches, 
exclaiming in a loud voice : " Now, my brave boys, follow 
me !" The enemv were at this moment quietlv intent on 
their culinary preparations for dinner, and we experienced 
little loss, until we were floundering on the rocky bed of the 
river, when the men began to fall fast. All who were» 
wounded were inevitably drowned in a second afterwards. 
One step the water scarcely covered the foot ; the next we 
were plunged headlong into an abyss of fathoms deep. Thus 
scrambling over, the column at length reached the ascent 
of the breach, where numerous flankers who had preceded 
us were lying stretched on their backs, killed and wounded, 
some of the gallant officers waving their swords and cheer- 
ing our men on. We dashed forward, and the top of the 
breach was soon crowned by our intrepid lads, and the 
British flag hoisted. But this was for a moment only. A 
sudden, sweeping fire fi^om the inner wall came like a light- 
ning blast, and exterminated the living mass. Others crowded 
fiom behind, and again the flag was planted. At this time 
General Baird was discovered on the ramparts. On observ- 
ing a deep, dry, rocky ditch of sixty feet deep, and an inner 
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wall covered with the troops of the enemy, he exclaimed : 
" Good God ! I did not expect this !'' His presence of mind 
did not desert him ; he gave his directions in those cool, 
decided terms that a great man in the hour of danger and 
emergency knows so intuitively how to assume, and we were 
soon charging to the right and left of the breach along the 
ramparts of the outer wall. In the left attack, Tippo was him- 
self defending the traverses with the best and bravest of his 
troops. This impediment caused a sudden halt, but my 
gallant friend Woodhall impetuously rushed down a rugged, 
confined pathway into the ditch, and ascended the second or 
inner wall, by an equally difficult road, mounted to the 
summit, followed by his company, the Light Infantry of the 
12th. Ere he attained a footing, he had clasped a tuft of 
glass with his left hand, and was on the point of surmount- 
ing the difficulty, when a fierce Mussulman, with a curved, 
glittering scimitar, made a stroke at his head, which com- 
pletely cut the bearskin from his helmet, without further 
injury. Woodhall retaliated, separating the calf of the 
fellow's leg from the bone. He fell, and the gallant Light 
Bob was on the rampart in a moment, surrounded by a 
host of the enemy, whom, with the assistance of his company, 
he soon drove before him, thus relieving General Baird and 
his column on the outer wall from the destructive fire from 
the interior rampart, thereby saving hundreds of lives. 
How far this deviation from orders can be justified may be 
subject for discussion, but a brave man does not often reflect 
on consequences, when assured that an energetic movement 
on his part will probably ensure a certain victory and the 
j»reservation of a multitude of his fellow-soldiers. Tippo 
finding his troops fired on from the inner ramparts, hastened 
to the Sallyport. Here Woodhall and his men were already 
in the interior of the town, prepared for the rencontre, and a 
sharp firing ensued. The gateway was filled to the very 
top of the arch with dead and dying. The column under 
Baird had pursued the flying enemy to the Sallyport, and 
whilst Woodhall was bayoneting and flring in the front, 
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they were also attacked in the rear. The body of Tippo was 
afterwards found amongst this promiscuous heap of slain. 
Neither Woodhall nor his men obtained a single article of 
plunder on the occasion, but a private of the 74th Regiment 
secured a very valuable armlet, which was sold to Doctor 
Mein of that corps for a few hundred rupees. It was ulti- 
mately discovered to be worth seventy or eighty thousand 
pounds. The doctor purchased the man's discharge, and 
settled him in Scotland on £100 pension per annum. The 
fortress now became one wild scene of plunder and confusion, 
but poor Woodhall and his men were appointed to extinguish 
the flames of some burning houses in the vicinity of the grand 
magazine of gunpowder, which, had it ignited, would have 
blown the whole garrison, friends and foes, into the air. He 
performed this arduous duty effectually, and although first in 
the toTVTi, his company were the only part of the regiment 
who did not reap any pecuniary reward for such daring 
heroism. The rest of the troops had filled their muskets, 
caps, and pockets with zechins, pagodas, rupees, and ingots 
of gold. One of our grenadiers, by name Piatt, deposited 
in my hands, to the amount of fifteen hundred pounds' worth 
of the precious metals, which in six months afterwards he had 
dissipated m drinking, horse-racing, cock-fighting, and 
gambling. 

Tranquillity was scarcely restored in the Fort, when 
the honourable Colonel Wellesley was sent in to take 
the command, to the great dismay and indignation of 
General Baird, who had felicitated himself on the certain 
command of this acquisition of his gallantry; but he was 
superseded, and at once delivered over to Wellesley the 
important fortress of Seringapatam to his future guidance, 
who next day hung up eighteen poor Sepoys, found in the 
act of plunder, contrary to his orders. General Baird 
remonstrated on the injustice of his supercession, receiving 
only sharp and irritating replies to his respectful representa- 
tions from headquarters. It was inferred that General 
Harris had been furnished with secret instructions from the 
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Governor- General, the Marquess of Wellesley, to place his 
brother in command on the immediate fall of the place. 
General Baird retired in disgust from the Army. He was, 
however, afterwards employed in, and commanded the 
famous Egyptian Expedition, crossed the desert, and joined 
the British army at Cairo, with the forces he had so 
judiciously and successfully conducted. Here, again, the all- 
powerful influence of the aristocracy is demonstrated, and 
every Englishman must feel the offensive, but just taunt of 
our gallant neighbours on the other side of the Channel, that 
we are " an over-taxed set of slaves." I cheerfully abandon 
politics for facts. The 12th Regiment, after two or three 
months at Seringapatam, and in its environs, were 
ordered to prepare themselves for the subjection of a hill fort 
called Gooty. But previous to the march, I must relate the 
effects and appearance of a tremendous storm of wind, rain, 
thunder, and lightning that ensued on the afternoon of the 
burial of Tippo Saib. I had returned to camp excessively 
indisposed. About five o'clock a darkness of unusual 
obscurity came on, and volumes of huge clouds were hanging 
within a few vards of the earth, in a motionless state. Sud- 
denly, a rushing wind, with irresistible force, raised 
pyramids of sand to an amazing height, and swept most of 
the tents and marquees in frightful eddies far from their site. 
Ten Lascars, with my own exertions, clinging to the bamboos 
of the marquee scarcely preserved its fall. The thunder 
cracked in appalling peals close to our ears, and the vivid 
lightning tore up the ground in long ridges all around. 
Such a scene of desolation can hardly be imagined ; Lascars 
struck dead, as also an otiicer and his wife in a marquee a 
few yards from mine. Bullocks, elephants, and camels 
broke loose, and scampering in every direction over the 
plain ; every hospital tent blown away, leaving the wounded 
exposed unsheltered to the elemental strifei. In one of 
these alone eighteen men who had suffered amputation had 
all the bandages saturated, and were found dead on the spot 
the ensuing morning. The funeral party escorting Tippo's 
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body to the mausoleum of his ancestors, situated in the Lai 
Bagh Garden, where the remains of his wai'like father, 
Hyder Ali, had been deposited, were overtaken at the com- 
mencement of this furious whirlwind, and the\ soldiers ever 
after were impressed with a firm persuasion that his Satanic 
majesty attended in person at the funeral procession. The 
flashes of lightning were not as usual from far distant clouds, 
but proceeded from heavy vapours within a very few yards 
of the earth. No park of artillery could have vomited forth 
such incessant peals as the loud thunder that exploded close 
to our ears. Astonishment, dismay, and prayers for its 
cessation was our solitary alternative. A fearful description 
of the Day of Judgment might have been depicted from the 
appalling storm of this awful night. I have experienced 
hurricanes, typhoons, and gales of wind at sea, but never in 
the whole course of my existence had I seen anything com- 
parable to this desolating visitation. Heaven and earth 
appeared absolutely to have come in collision, and no bounds 
set to the destruction. The roaring of the winds strove in 
competition with the stunning explosions of the thunder, as 
if the universe was once more returning to chaos. In one of 
these wild sweeps of the hurricane, the poles of my tent were 
riven to atoms, and the canvas wafted for ever from my sight. 
I escaped without injury, as also my exhausted Lascars, and 
casting myself in an agony of despair on the sands, I fully 
expected instant annihilation. My hour was not, however, 
come. Towards morning the storm subsided; the clouds 
became more elevated, the thunder and lightning ceased, 
and nature once more resumed a serene aspect. But never 
shall I forget that dreadful night to the latest day of my 
existence. All language is inadequate to describe its horrors. 
Rather than be exposed to such another scene, I would prefer 
the front of a hundred battles. It \^all be now necessary to 
record the melancholy fate of the twelve captives of the 33rd 
Regiment who were taken prisoners in the attack on the 
toj)e. They were destroyed by order of the Sultaun ; and 
when dug up after the fall of the fortress, a small hole was 
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discovered in the crown of each man's head, and in one of the 
orifices a large nail was discovered, which had evidently been 
the instrument of destruction to the whole. It was reported 
that this nail had been deliberately hammered into the skull 
of these unfortunate beings in presence of the cruel Sultaun. 
Two days after the capture of Seringapatam, the river filled, 
swelled by the rain that had fallen in the distant mountains. 
Had this occurrence taken place previous to the storm of the 
town, our army would have been compelled to abandon the 
siege, and retii^e towards Madras, as at the time only two 
days' provisions of rice remained for the sustenance of the 
troops ; the battering train must have been destroyed, the 
carriage bullocks having almost all died from scarcity oi 
fodder. Nearly fifty thousand of these animals were Ipng in 
a state of decomposition in the precincts of the encampment. 
Such an innumerable assemblage of putrid carcases produced 
the most inveterate fever ; the mortality amongst the camp 
followers was quite devastating, many of whom perished by 
famine. The troops were affected, and many fell victims to 
the putrescent, unwholesome state of the atmosphere. 
Amongst others poor Majdr Allen terminated his miserable 
existence from the effects of these noxious vapours. A few 
days prior to the fall of the place, famine had extended its 
ravages to so fearful an extent, that mothers publicly offered 
their female children for sale for a few fanams, or a small 
portion of rice. The calamitous consequences of a retreat 
under such deplorable circumstances were happily obviated 
by our brilliant success, which produced the usual order of 
thanks to the troops. 

" G.O. Camp near Yarriagoranelly, June 3rd, 1799. 
*' The colours or standards taken by the following corps 
fi'om the enemv durino* the late service to be sent on without 
delay to the Adjutant- General, in order to their being lodged 
at Seringapatam until they can be forwarded to the Presi- 
dency. 

" By His Majesty's 12th Regiment, 8 colours. 
" By His Majesty's 74th Regiment, 3 colours. 

B. CLOSE, Adjutant-General." 
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By the above memorandum, it will be recorded in pages of 
history how gloriously these corps conducted themselves in 
this memorable attack, which terminated in the destruction 
of the most formidable Power that ever opposed Britiob 
prowess in the conquest of our Asiatic possessions. 

Some time after, whilst the honourable Colonel Wellesley 
was in command of Seringapatam, two religious sects, or 
castes of natives, had assembled on the Carrighaut Hill, 
about three miles distant, where they were from time imme- 
morial accustomed to meet, on a certain day, for the purpose 
of celebrating their religious rites. These castes were of 
opposite persuasions, called the Right and Left-hand castes. 
During the different ceremonies on the occasion, disputes 
frequently occurred, which produced manual struggles, and 
even bloodshed, ten or a dozen on each side falling victims 
to the power of fanaticism. On one of these orgies. Colonel 
Wellesley resolved to suppress the strife in a most summary 
and novel manner. Having been apprised that the adverse 
parties had actually come in contact, and that many 
thousands had engaged in the conflict, he directed several 
field-pieces to be placed in the Lai Bagh Garden, close at 
the base of the Carrighaut Hill, and immediately opened 
showers of grape shot on the miserable enthusiasts. The 
carnage amongst them was dreadful, and the astonished 
multitude dispersed on all sides in the most fearful agita- 
tion, leaving the hill covered with dead and dying. How 
far he might have been justified in this wanton display of 
tyrannical experiment by Government I could never ascer- 
tain. He frequently related the anecdote, with manifest 
self-applause, exulting in the happy knack he possessed- of 
terminating religious differences. 

On the 12th of June, 1799, Colonel Shaw, with his own 
regiment, the 12th, accompanied by a battalion of Sepoys, 
and a battering train with a proportion of artillerymen, 
proceeded towards the strong fortress of Ghooty, which still 
held out for the Mysore chieftains, many of whom had 
assembled there on the dispersion or disbanding of the army. 
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After about one hTindred miles' march in that direction, and 
whilst encamped at a place named Sera, information was 
conveyed to Colonel Shaw that General Harris, then on a 
tour of survey, was surrounded by a large body of Mysorean 
cavalry, in a small mud fort, about forty miles off. The 
light infantry of the 12th Eegiment, with every disposable 
officer mounted, to the number of thirty, instantly marched 
off to the rescue. So rapid was our progress, that at sunset 
the same day we came in sight of the place, and prepared 
for an assault. The banditti had, however, obtained infor- 
mation of our approach, and silently retired, thus relieving 
the besieged General from his dangerous position, who soon 
met us with cordial expressions of approbation for our 
prompt succour, and we regained our camp on the following 
day without leaving a man in the rear. A march of eighty 
miles in two successive days, in a tropical climate, had never 
before been achieved by Europeans, and, I believe, scarcely 
ever since this remarkable occurrence. Proceeding on our 
march, over sandy plains, through dense jungles, and various 
nullahs and rapid rivers, we encamped in a wood about four- 
teen miles from Ghooty, when a courier brought despatches 
announcing that Colonel Gowdie had succeeded, with a small 
force, in compelling the Kellidar of the Fort to capitulate, 
and consequently our aid was not required. Our route was 
now changed to Bangalore, where halting a few days, we then 
proceeded on to the cantonment oi Walla jahbad. At one of 
the halting places, during this march, being completely sur- 
rounded by an impenetrable jungle on all sides of the arena 
of our encampment, a soldier of the 12th Regiment, named 
Hudson Taylor, discovered some animal in a thicket, from 
whence he was in the act of cutting a switch. It appeared 
to him so mild and inoffensive that he hissed at it, as we 
generally do to intimidate a oat, when the ferocious beast 
suddenly sprang on him, fixing its claws in his breast. The 
man, who was of strong, muscular proportions, nothing 
daunted, clasped the brute around with his arms, hugging 
him tightly to his body, threw him on his back, struggled 
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with him on the ground, and then perforated his neck with 

repeated stabs from the knife he held in his hand at the 

moment of the attack. They rolled over each other several 

• times, bnt still the man preserved his superiority, and was 

uppermost in the conflict. Had they been uninterrupted, he 

would have eventually destroyed his adversary, but another 

soldier, who was loitering in the vicinity, being attracted 

by the noise of the scuffle, rushed to his assistance, and 

'despatched the cheetah, or young tiger with his bayonet. 

•Taylor was then conveyed to camp, with the whole of the 

skin torn from his breast, exposing the bare surface of the 

. bone, and his arms bitten through in several places. The 

surgeon gave faint hopes of his recovery, as few escape from 

the effects of the lacerating claws of a tiger, generally dying 

•of tetanus, or a locked jaw. In two months afterwards his 

wounds were perfectly healed, and he lived many years, 

always distinguished by the significant epithet of Tiger 

♦Taylor. He died in the Isle of France, in 1815, of a liver 

^complaint, and was interred at the military post of Flaig. 

Fortunately for him, the tiger was very young, as one blow 

from the paw of a full-grown royal tiger would annihilate 

the strongest man that ever existed. In crossing the wide 

sandy bed of a river near Walla jahbad, the regiment very 

narrowly escaped perdition. We were in the centre, and 

had at least a hundred yards' distance to wade through a 

heavy sand, with partial streams of water, ere we attained the 

opposite bank, when the cries and confusion of the camp 

followers attracted our attention; but a more serious and 

pppalling danger speedily indicated the actual cause of the 

tumult. A huge, white, foaming surge was distinctly 

observed approaching with incredible velocity from the 

source of the river, not a thousand yards off. Sauve qui 

pent, was the sudden impulsion of every heart ; breathless 

anJ panting, we reached the bank of safety, the rear of the 

column being breast high, as their comrades in front assisted 

them on shore. Fortunately, the most numerous body of the 

Lascars and Coolies were far in the rear, and had not yet 
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entered the bed of the river, or the major part must have 
been swept away; as it was many perished in the swollen^ 
torrent. This river is accounted as one of the most dan- 
gerous in India. Without any perceptible cause, and on 
the finest day imaginable, inundations of the most extra- 
ordinary impetuosity and force rush down the mountains, 
some forty or fifty miles distant, overwhelming thousands of 
the natives annually in a prodigious column of Water, that 
descends on the unwary traveller with such rapidity as to 
render escape absolutely impossible. Wallajahbad is sur- 
roimded by an immense extent of paddy, or rice-fields, where 
the finest snipe shooting, perhaps, in the universe, may amuse 
a sportsman indifferent to the fatigue and danger of wading 
for hours up to his knees in slushy, black mud, covered some 
inches with water, and exposed to the fervid heat of the sun. 
Many fall victims in pursuit of this favourite pleasure; 
how can it be otherwise? They are generally attended by 
black servants carrying water, with several bottles 
of brandy and Madeira wine, with which they re- 
peatedly quench their insatiable thirst, induced by 
the intolerable heat and fatigue to which they axe 
exposed for many successive hoiu's; one individual 
alone has frequently been known to consume the 
contents of three bottles of brandy in the course of a morn- 
ing's excursion, independent of repeated tumblers of sangaree 
(a tumbler of Madeira, sugar and nutmeg, diluted with 
a wineglass of water). I defy the most robust European con- 
stitution to resist the effects of such excessive excitement, 
yet the fatality occurring in consequence is invariably attri- 
buted to an insalubrious climate. Nothing can be so 
inconsistent and unjust, for I am perfectly persuaded 
that diseases are neither more numerous nor inveterate 
than in Europe, provided we pursue that regular course 
of living generally adopted by our countrymen in England, 
from which they consider themselves licensed to depart 
in a warmer clime, and thus become victims to their own 
imprudence rather than to the noxious vapours or climate 
of India. 
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Having received £400 as my share of prize-money for 
the capture of Seringapatam, as a lieutenant, so large 
a sum became exceedingly troublesome ; I therefore came 
to the resolution of attending the Mount Baces, held 
about thirty miles distant from Wallajahbad and ten 
from Madras. Big with the fascination of this wise 
determination, I obtained a month's leave and proceeded to 
the seat of pleasure held at the Mount, filled with all thosa 
indefinable emotions that predominate over the mind of 
youth in the anticipation of novelty. I arrived, betted 
largely on the pacers, and was by no means unsuccessful ; 
excited by this incipient smile of dame Fortune, I ventured 
a few pagodas at the faro-table, and was again fortunate ; 
but the attractive piles of gold and bank-notes heaped to- 
gether indiscriminately in the circle on the hazard-table soon 
induced me to attempt a higher chance, and I boldly entered 
on the ruinous game for several hours with variable success ; 
at length, a protracted run of ill-fortune deprived me of every 
penny of my prize-money, and I had contracted a debt of 
100 pagodas, borrowed from a brother officer, who kindly 
cautioned me to be more wary and desist ; I accordingly 
adopted his advice for the day and returned to my abode with 
sensations easier imagined than described — the reward of 
six months' danger and fatigue had disappeared in the space 
of a few hours, I had neither gold nor silver remaining to 
retrieve my loss. Throwing myself on my couch in an agony 
of despair, I passed a sleepless night of incessant agitation, 
and remorse. The following day I once more visited the gay 
gamblers, and for some time regarded the scene with a species 
of gloomy apathy, the consequent effect of my misfortune. 
Crawford, my kind creditor and adviser, observing the 
distressed state of my mind, approached, and offered me the 
loan of a 50-pagoda note, on condition if I lost it, that the 
venture should be my last. I joyfully accepted the boon 
and hurried to the fascinating game. Throwing my note 
into the magic circle, I exclaimed : " Who sets the jolly 
caster ? " The note was immediately covered by another 
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of equal value, and I rattled the dice with the air of a 
maniac. Seven is the main ! eleven is the nick ! I won. 
'* Who sets the jolly caster again ? " A 100-pagoda note was 
instantly jerked into the circle. Six is the main ! huzza, 
twelve is the nick ! And thus once more I succeeded ; 
my fortune prevailed, doubling every time to the 
eighth throw, when I had 6,400 pagodas, all my own 
in the circle. Vain of my repeated success, I braved 
my companions once more to cover this enormpua sum. 
Everyone was intimidated, I therefore swept the 
amount towards me; throwing a 50-pagoda note into 
the ring, which was again covered. In toto I threw in 11 
times successively, and might have retired with upwards of 
£2,500 in my pocket, but continuing to play, capricious 
Fortune no longer favoured me, and towards evening, I found 
myself a winner of about 1,200 pagodas only (nearly £480). 
Retiring to my room, I there made a most solemn vow never 
to touch a die again, to which I have invariably adhered 
through the progress of life, ever bearing in mind the acute 
sensations experienced on the result of my first untoward 
experiment. I repaid Crawford, with boundless thanks, and 
hastened my departure from the scene of temptation. A few 
days after my arrival at Wallajahbad, I was inadvertently 
involved in a most unpleasant affair. At the Mess a discus- 
sion arose relative to the height of one of the officers, and ai 
bet was offered that he did not measure six feet. I procured 
a foot-rule, and was marking a standard against the wall 
when Crawford snatched the instrument rather rudely from 
my hand. I as hastily recovered it, perhaps with rather more 
violence than the nature of the circumstance required; he 
immediately turned on his heel and retired from the mess- 
room. And thus from this foolish affair originated a duel ! I 
had just laid down for the night when Lieutenant Eustace 
entered my quarters, demanding an apology or satisfaction 
for the insult I had offered Crawford. He had certainly been 
the first aggressor, an apology was therefore unhesitatingly 
refused, and an appointment agreed on at six o'clock the fol- 
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following mormng, in the cemetery, for our rencontre, 
Woodhall attended as my friend, and at eight paces' distance 
I. was placed opposite my quondam friend and counsellor to 
be shot at, for the most frivolous offence that ever occurred. 
I was exasperated at his want of feeling, but fired without 
aiin, of course wide of the mark ; he continued at the present, 
covered me deliberately, and I must have fallen had not his 
pistol flashed in the pan. " Captain Crawford," I exclaimed, 
" that cannot be considered as a shot, therefore fire again." 
He objected to the proposal, and on being assured that he 
intended <no personal affront to me in attempting to seize the 
rule I immediately made the amende honorable, by apolo- 
gising in due form for my intemperate conduct. Duelling 
may, in some instances, be a necessary evil, but is too often 
wantonly resorted to, on the most frivolous ocasions, and 
ought to be discountenanced by every honourable character. 

The following fact will evince the abundance of snipes at 
Wallajahbad. General Macdowel and Lieut. Hartly, of 
the 12th, engaged, for a wager, to destroy one hundred brace 
of these innocent birds in twenty-four hours. The task 
was accomplished by six in the evening, within two pairs, 
when Hartly, hearing a rustling noise in the overgrown 
grassy bank of one of the paddy-fields, fired at random, kill- 
ing six birds. It was dusk at the time, and the wager would 
have been lost but for this hai)py accident. 

I defy the descriptive powers of the most brilliant genius 
to dilate on the beauty of the scenery of India. One 
vast plain of sand, with rocks rising abruptly to the 
height of many hundred feet; little circumscribed topes 
or woods, impenetrable jungles, and extensive paddy- 
fields, are the general features of this uninteresting country ; 
certainly on the Malabar coast are interminable forests 
of the most magnificent timber trees, inhabited by elephants, 
tigers, and every species of animal and noxious reptile 
that pester the face of the earth ; but there is a total 
absence of verdant grass-fields. Even the scanty portions 
of grass requisite for the subsistence of horses are toiled 
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for daily by poor women, who in twenty-four hours' grub- 
bing under the shady sides of hedges and banks can only 
collect, each, from 12 to 20 pounds of this scattered vegeta- 
tion, so that it may easily be conjectured what numbers of 
these wretched creatures are absolutely indispensable for a 
regiment of cavalry. In no situation of the imiverse can a 
King's military officer be so uncomfortably and unprofitably 
employed. After an arduous service of from 20 to 40 years, he 
returns to his native country with a broken constitution, un- 
protected and unnoticed, on the half-pay of a Lieut. -Colonel 
(of £200 per annum) ; he cannot associate with his equals in 
worldly knowledge, and is too proud to court the society of 
those with equal incomes but inferior education ; he therefore 
becomes an isolated being, and too frequently terminates a 
wretched existence in a manner repulsive to the feelings of a 
conscientious and honest man ; he may sell his commission 
for £4,500, but this alternative, if adopted, would be a means 
of circumscribing his comforts to a still more confined degree, 
and, unless he has a rising family to provide for, should never 
be resorted to ; he must therefore console himself with philo- 
sophy, fortitude, and patience, in lieu of the otium cum 
dignitate so ably advocated by the poet Horace. The Com- 
pany's officer is differently situated and more liberally pro- 
vided for ; in 20 or 25 years he may return at volition to his 
native home on full-pay (of £800 per annum), independent 
of the little pickings accumulated on staff-appointments 
during his service in India (from which King's officers are 
excluded), which may, without exaggeration, be estimated as 
fully equivalent to the annual amount of his pension ; thus, 
with an income of £1,600 a year, he is enabled to rouler 
earosse and enter into all the enjoyments of civilized society, 
during the decline of life, and leave a handsome competence 
to his family at his decease, when his wife succeeds to a 
humane and liberal provision, derived from a fund estab- 
lished by married officers in the Indian army, of £400 per 
annum during her existence. The honour and glory of 
King's officers must hide their diminished heads on compari- 
son with the more fortunate destiny of the enviable situatii 
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of those employed in the service of an English company of 
merchants : the recompense is indubitably merited, but ho\r 
lamentable that the sharers in all their dangers and priva- 
tions should be so inconsistently exposed to humiliation and 
degradation at a period of life when the comforts of old age 
are so imperatively requisite to render existence supportable I 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

A SEVEEE affection of the liver complaint, for wliicli I 
^^ was repeatedly blistered, bled, and surfeited with 
poisonous calomel, compelled me to seek relief from change 
of climate, and I proceeded with an intimate friend 
named Seton, who laboured under a similar disease, 
to St. Thome, a sea-coast village three miles from 
Madras. Here I was honestly told by the Faculty 
that unless I proceeded to England immediately I 
should shortly fall a victim to the malady. A fleet of 
Chinamen being at this time in the roads of Madras, our 
passage was taken on board the " Ceres," the same vessel 
I had embarked on four years ago for the expedition 
against Manilla. Seton and myself were the only pas- 
sengers on board (except two officers of the Company's 
cavalry — ^Lieutenants Hamilton and Bryant) ; we agreed 
with the captain as the price of our passage home for 
£300 each, and sailed from Fort St. George the beginning 
of October, 1799. After touching at the beautiful island 
of Penang or Prince of Wales' Island, we proceeded on to 
Malacca, off which settlement the fleet anchored for several 
days, to repair some damages experienced from a violent 
thunderstorm, during which a ball of fire had fallen on 
QUI' anchor, killing two Lascars and ten pigs ; volumes of 
smoke ascended from the vessel for several minutes, and 
a general conflagration was apprehended, but we fortunately 
escaped this direful calamity. Several other ships had 
lost masts, yards, etc., without sustaining any mortality. 
One morning, as I was landing, the surf on the flat shore 
was excessively violent; I observed a boat upset close to 
ours, in the midst of the breakers. The screams 
of a female attracted my attention, and I leapt into 
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the sea to attempt her preservation. ♦ • • We now continued 
our voyage, but in the midst of the China seas were over- 
taken by a tremendous typhoon or hurricane, in which 
the "Talbot," of 1,200 tons foundered during the night 
just ahead of the " Ceres." Our ship was drawn down with 
such force in the vortex occasioned by her sinking, that 
she plunged almost midships deep into the raging ocean; 
a heavy sea then took us in the stern, washing in the dead^- 
lights, breaking down bulkheads, and dashing everyone 
out of their cots and berths on the deck in the wildest 
confusion. Arms and legs were broken., and all of us 
below floating for some time from side to side as the 
vessel heaved and laboured. By the exertions of the 
crew we were soon relieved from our distressing situations, 
and the wounded taken under the surgeon's care. As 
the morning dawned a most appalling scene presented itself 
the whole fleet scattered and dismasted, except the 
"Carron," a teak ship built at Bombay, which, from 
being perfectly new and on her first voyage, had weathered 
the storm. The Scarborough shoal was seen about four 
miles distant, a high rock, abruptly rising out of the sea 
some hundred feet high, with breakers dashing over it, 
foaming and roaring most terrifically. The wind had 
completely subsided, leaving an enormous swell mountains 
high, driving us towards the fatal rock, where a Chinaman 
called the " Scarborough " had been wrecked some years 
before and every soul perished (parts of the wreck having 
been afterwards discovered by sloops sent in search of her), 
from whence the shoal derived its name. During the day we 
were gradually drifting towards the awful breakers ; every 
heart quailed at the fearful prospect of inevitable destruc- 
tion; boats were hoisted out to tow the head of the ship 
in a different direction. But what are human efforts 
opposed to the rage of the mighty ocean? The vessel 
still inclined bodily towards the attractive object, and 
every hope of preservation was abandoned. Towards 
evening I descended to the great cabin in the fond hope 
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of indulging in a few hours' oblivious slumber previous 
to eternal annihilation, but the heavy-treading footsteps 
of the captain in the round-house above must have fear- 
fully timed with the pulsations of his heart, if I might 
judge by the accelerated motion of my own, which justly 
accorded with every falling tread he took. All prospect 
of sleep was utterly banished; the ship rolled yardarm 
under, and I scrambled into my swinging cot as a relief 
to the sickening motion, and involved in the profoundest 
reflection, passed the weary, tedious hours of the night; 
the loud flapping sails and creaking bulkheads alone in- 
terrupting the monotony of the dreadful interval. Am I, 
then, to perish, so young and far from friends and relations, 
abandoned by Providence and every human resource; my 
body to be shattered to atoms against this terrible rock, 
and then to become food for the fishes of the sea? So 
perhaps exclaimed those before me in the ill-fated " Scar- 
borough," who were equally young and tenacious of life ; 
but alas ! they were deserted by Providence and never 
heard of more. What right, then, have I to expect an 
interposition of Divine favour ? My creation and destruc- 
tion are equally incomprehensible. I submit with resigna- 
tion for the very reason my predecessors have ever yielded : 
that of dire necessity. For after all our philosophy, Nature 
asserts her rights, and us mortals are ultimately doomed 
to one common lot, experience demonstrating that Provi- 
dence is equally indifferent to our fate in the hour of 
danger, as at the inevitable moment of death, or why 
was the " Scarborough," and the thousands and tens of 
thousands of other vessels with their despairing crews, 
engulfed in the raging bosom of the remorseless ocean? 
These might be erroneous reflections, but they were those 
of the pressing moment, and under such impressions at 
the dawn of day I ascended to the deck. What a forlorn, 
superb spectacle presented itself; about five hundred 
yards ofE towered the majestic barren rock with sea-fowl 
screaming in every direction ; the swelling billows gliding 
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beautifully almost to its very summit, and there bursting 
out into showers of foam and mist at periods, shrouding 
its terrible precipices from our view; the ship plunging 
and rolling from side to side at the mercy of the waves, 
or rather swell, for it was a perfect calm ; the tremendous 
motion haying been produced by the irresistible effects 
of the preceding typhoon; everyone gazed with horror 
on the dreadful but magnificent scene. I entered the 
cuddy, or dining cabin, where the captain was leaning 
in a disconsolate attitude, with his elbow on the table 
supporting his head with one hand, sitting on a chair and 
holding on with the other by a lashing that secured the 
legs of the table to the deck. He smiled, mournfully 
exclaiming, "I fear our time is come; no earthly power 
can save us ! " At this identical moment the first mate 
entered, abruptly crying out, " A breeze aloft, sir ; a breeze, 
the head sails are filling ! " The captain leaped from 
his despairing position and was on the quarter deck in 
a second; hope pervaded every bosom; the top-gallant 
sails were bellying with the gentle gale, and the ship slowly 
answered her helm ; in ten minutes the sluggish movement 
was evident and we were gradually receding from the abyss 
of destruction. In a short time the lower sails were 
affected, and we were rapidly wafting o'er the blue ocean, 
and then bounding and dancing over the rippling, foamy 
heads of the merry little waves. Towards evening a 
large black body appeared right ahead, which was at 
first taken for another shoal, but on nearing the object 
it was discovered to be a huge Chinese junk or ship, of at 
least 1,000 tons burden, totally dismasted and in a most 
helpless condition. Our captain generously offered to tow 
her into the Canton River, provided they agreed to defray 
the expenses of the wear and tear of the different ropes or 
hawsers necessary for the operation. To this they de- 
cidedly objected, the expense being estimated at four 
hundred dollars or £100; she was consequently left to 
the management of her crew, but supplied with a few 
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spars from the "Ceres," or she never could have accom- 
plished her voyage, and even these the mercenary wretches 
objected to pay for. In a few days we entered the pic- 
turesque mouth of the River Tigris, leading to Canton, 
studded with small islands clothed with wood to the margin 
of the sea ; the scenery was inimitably beautiful as we glided 
close to their bases. Passing an innumerable assemblage 
of these little mountainous islands we safely anchored 
ofE the Portuguese settlement of Macao. The usual chops 
or permits having been granted, we then proceeded through 
the Bocca Tigris, our keel cutting through the soft mud 
and discolouring the water with a dingy tint as the vessel 
slowly advanced. Previous to passing through the channel 
between the two high rocks denominated the Bocca Tigris, 
where the current runs with increased rapidity from its 
compressed situation of a few yards only, we scaled our 
guns. The effect of the explosions on the Chinese on 
board was ludicrous in the extreme; they fell flat on 
their faces, crying " Oy oh ! oy oh ! I dead ! I dead ! 
What for make such bobbery !" On explaining to them 
the necessity of scouring the guns they were at length 
tranquillised, and soon recovered from this unmanly pu- 
sillanimity. The sailors were infinitely diverted at their 
uncouth antics and gesticulations. The following day we 
reached Wampoa — the customary anchorage of the China 
fleet of Indiamen, about fifteen miles below the populous 
city of Canton, where the ships were completely dismantled 
or unrigged. My friend Seton and self were obliged to 
hire a small factory at the exorbitant rent of £100 during 
the season ; this was a most unexpected increase of expense, 
as the captain had not notified nor stipulated in our passage 
agreement for this additional charge; it was represented 
as customary, and we were therefore necessitated to submit 
without further remonstrance: a hint to young travellers 
to be more scrupulous and exact in terms of negotiation, 
in which military men are so generally careless that they 
become dupes to the very lowest crafty mechanic. For 
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several miles below Wampoa, and the whole course of 
the river from thence to Canton, the stream is absolutely 
covered with junks and boat-houses, for under no other 
description can these latter be denominated, being wide, 
flat-bottomed boats on which are erected various dwelling 
apartments, similar to the stages of a house, one above 
another, occupied by hundi'cds of thousands of the aquatic 
jjenus of Chinese ; ten or twelve tiers to these nondescript 
habitations line both sides of the river for a space of at 
least twenty miles. The sonorous gongs, which are in- 
numerable, with the display of every variety of flag aiid 
streamer of all the gaudy colours of the peacock or rainbow, 
give a most interesting effect to the animated and gorgeous 
scene. The thundering noise of the gongs is, however, top 
powerful for the nerves of individuals unaccustomed to the 
succession of such constant disagreeable vibrations of the air. 
On reaching Canton you are first attracted by a long row 
of magnificent houses, called factories, which present them- 
selves within fifty paces of the margin of the river. The 
national colours of English, French, Dutch, Portuguese, 
Danes, Swedes, Prussians, Russians, and Americans ate 
all fl.ying, of best Chinese silk, in front of the different 
factories; each colour distinguishing the house appro- 
priated to the mercantile speculations of each nation; 
a broad, flat gravel area in front of the line of houses 
is unceasingly perambulated by the acute speculators of 
mercantile emulation. After landing and taking posses- 
sion of our factory, which consisted of three rooms with 
bare walls, we were obliged to hire furniture, which was 
charged at an enormous high rate by the Chijiese, than 
whom no people in the world are greater adepts in im- 
position. Having satisfactorily provided ourselves, an 
invitation from Mr. Hall, chief English supercargo, and 
the gentlemen of the factory, was handed to us, to consider 
their dining-table as our own during our residence at 
Canton, of which we partially availed ourselves. The 
weather was cold and stormy; hail and snow prevented 
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us attending the Company's hospitable board so often as 
we were inclined, when we indulged in the luxurious 
treat of fat pork chops. Such delicious food I never 
tasted; superior in flavour to any ever produced in any 
other part of the world. Sir George Stanton and Alexander 

Baring (now Lord ) were at this time members of 

the community of supercargoes; TJrmstone, Parry, and 
William Baring were also of the number; pleasant, 
agreeable young fellows, but alas ! how politics and in- 
terest change the dispositions of us worldly mortals; in 
thirty years the man of twenty is not recognisable for the 
same individual, either in person or mind; facts that 
require no further illustration. As the Chinese destroy 
all deformed children, they are a most perfect race of men 
in bodily proportions; such clean-made, stout-legged 
fellows I never saw. If the mind but accorded with 
the outward man, from their great population of three 
hundred and thirty-three millions, and physical strength, 
they might conquer the world ! The oppressive conduct 
of the Government and insulting style of language, ad- 
dressed towards aU foreigners in mercantile transactions, 
will ultimately incur the indignation of some of the great 
European powers, when the country will fall an easy prey 
to the first invader, from the total inaptitude of the natives 
to our enlightened mode of warfare. The country cir- 
cumadjacent to Canton is flat and marshy, intersected by 
innumerable rivers and canals, so that from any slight 
elevation a complete panoramic scene is offered to view; 
thousands of vessels sailing in every direction, apparently 
through green fields and deeper-tinged verdant foliage 
of trees. The markets are quite an abomination; baskets 
of little dogs (for bow-wow pies), horses slaughtered, the 
limbs and bodies dissected in the most disgusting, filthy 
state, monkeys, snakes, and various reptiles, all intended 
for the nourishment of the populace. They are an ingenious 
and plodding race, expert at models, and with a large 
plate of glass placed on our best pictures, will copy 
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them so exquisitely exact that nothing but the more vivid 
colouring* of their brilliant paints could detect the copy 
from the original painting; they excel also in miniature 
resemblances to an inimitable degree of perfection. A 
captain of one of the Indiamen, whose countenance was 
proverbially ugly, employed one of these artists. When 
the miniature was completed he objected to purchase it, on 
the plea of failure in likeness. Spoilum (the artist's nom 
de guerre) insisted on the evident representation, but the 
indignant captain retired unconvinced, when the sly 
fellow drew a gallows, to which he attached the head of 
the captain, then exposing it in the window of his shop, 
exciting the risible nerves of all who passed, as the resem- 
blance was so perfect that the captain was known at the 
slightest cursory glance; the success of this finesse was 
soon communicated to him, and he hastened to pay his 
five dollars (the price of each likeness), thus terminating the 
public diversion. 

We remained at Canton during the months of November 
and December 1800, and sailed from Wampoa the be- 
ginning of January 1801. As Seton and I had engaged 
the factory for the season, it was optional to retain occu- 
pation three months longer, when all the merchants would 
have retired to Macao — Government permitting them a 
residence only five months of the year at Canton. No 
deduction of rent was admitted on our vacating the pre- 
mises previous to the expiration of the season. The pay- 
ment of a hundred pounds for two months was therefore a 
serious consideration to two unfortunate subalterns, but 
patience and submission was our only consolation. In 
descending the river, floating along at the rate of five 
miles an hour, our keel touched a sandbank, giving the 
vessel one fearful heel to the starboard. Every person 
and thing was tossed suddenly against the downward side ; 
a most ludicrous confusion ensued, but the ship sustained 
no material damage, and we pursued our voyage through 
the Bocca Tigris towards the Straits of Sunda. For nine 
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days the fleet, consisting of eleven Indiamen and a Portu- 
guese brig, was completely enveloped in dense fog; any 
observation of the sun was impossible, not having seen its 
cheering rays once since our departure. The nautical 
gentry were apprehensive of the Pracelle, a dangerous 
shoal, near which it was supposed we were then sailing. 
About twelve o'clock at night I was quietly reading a 
book of Blair's Memoirs when an alarm gun was fired by 
the Portuguese brig two miles ahead ; everyone was now 
•on the alert, but the thick haze completely obscured even 
the nearest object from view. Soon the loud report of 
guns from various other vessels convinced us that danger 
was near in some shape or other, and the ship hove to. 
The sails scarcely flapped in the wind ere the rustling 
«ound of breakers within a short distance was plainly 
distinguished. The first mate, Mr. Durnsford, hasten/ed 
to the head of the vessel, and the captain cried, **Let 
go the anchor ! let go the anchor ! " when the loud voice 
•of the veteran mate from ahead shouted, "If you do, we 
shall instantly swing on the rocks that are not forty 
fathoms off." The sails were again filled, and in about a 
•quarter of an hour passed another vessel, by whom we 
\vere hailed, and warned that rocks were also discovered 
not far distant in the direction we were proceeding. We 
again lay to, impatiently expecting the dawn of day; 
at intervals the booming of cannon was repeated during 
the night. At six o'clock in the morning the sun rose 
most resplendently, chasing the foggy vapour away in 
rolling volumes of light clouds. Not till then were we 
•conscious of our perilous situation; in steering wide of 
the Pracelle shoal the fleet had approached too near the 
Cochin China coast, and was embayed within a reef of 
high pyramidical rocks on all quarters, except the one 
by which it entered the bay; a steep, rugged, iron-bound 
<ioast was on the right and a range ^f picturesque rocks on 
the left and in front, as can well be imagined, some rising 

■several hundred feet high, terminating in small sharp peaks. 

H 2 
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others gradually descending towards the sea, of a similar 
but more diminutive form, and thus in alternate elevations^ 
resembling the steeples of churches. The water withiii 
the reef was perfectly smooth and transparent, but the 
waves outside raging and breaking over various parts of 
the more depressed situations of the rocks in tremendous 
glittering sheets of water, on which the sun acted in a 
peculiar manner, forming innumerable irises or rainbows, 
of inexpressible beauty of variegation. The hills and pro- 
minent heads of the mainland were covered by an in- 
numerable concourse of natives, shouting and waving 
flags, ready to pounce on their expected prey and bear 
ofE the rich plunder from the wreck of our inestimable 
fleet; the wild shouts and fierce gesticulations of these 
barbarians were really terrific, on observing the vessels 
once more regaining the open ocean. In beating out of the 
bay we several times approached within a short distance 
of the shore, where thousands of boats appeared, manned^ 
in perfect readiness to avail themselves of our slightest 
disaster. A signal gun from the commodore for the fleet 
to close had the sudden efEect of dispersing this mighty 
multitude of pusillanimous, but ferocious wretches, and 

we thus happily escaped this imminent danger, continuing 
our voyage towards the Straits of Sunda with a pleasant 
breeze and flowing sail. I am not an adept in nautical 
expressions, which imperfection is very pardonable in a 
soldier's description of maritime events. Passing between 
the islands of Banca and Billiton, a canoe was discovered 
which had been driven far from land ; two feeble creatures 
appeared in its hull, making signs with their paddles. 
We steered towards them, and observed two emaciated 
Malays, who, from complete exhaustion, were unable to 
hold on by the rope thrown to them from the ship. A 
boat was then lowered and the poor wretches assisted up 
the side to the deck. Having several natives among our 
heterogeneous crew who spoke the language fluently, we 
obtained the particulars relative to the miserable plight in 



BIABY OF AN OFFICEB, 117 

which they were discovered. A fortnight previously they ha4' 
been fishing ofE the coast of Banca, and with seven others in 
the canoe had been forced to sea by a violent gale of wind 
far from sight of land. These latter had died of famine ; 
the two had supported existence by devouring the putrid 
carcases of their companions, and in this horrid state, 
wallowing amidst the decomposed, mutilated forms of the 
dead, we found them complete animated skeletons^ The 
canoe was immediately cast off, drifting to sea with its 
disgusting lading; one of these poor fellows died some 
days afterwards; his comrade, however, became in a few 
weeks one of the most active sailors on board, appearing 
perfectly contented and happy during the voyage. 

We now entered the magnificent channel between the ex- 
tremities of the islands of Sumatra and Java, called the 
Straits of Sunda, filled with shoals, sunken rocks, and clusters 
of volcanic isles, clothed with superb timber trees to the 
water's edge. Every precaution was adopted to ensure our 
safety, sailing by day under topsails and regularly anchoring 
every evening at sunset. The nightly view was certainly of 
the most imposing nature ; various volcanoes bursting from 
the summits of the conic-shaped surrounding islands were 
in full action, casting glaring streams of red, lurid, light 
across the intervening expanses of sea. Tremulous motions 
of the ship frequently occurred, as from an earthquake; 
roaring sounds from the craters, low moaning, rumbling con- 
cussions, apparently from underneath the sea, with fearful 
gusts of a hurricane wind that laid the fleet gunwale under, 
were the usual accompaniments of our nocturnal anchorage ; 
incessant torrents of rain, with thunder, lightning, and balls 
of fire crowned the awful scenes. Near this latitude the 
French frigates " L'Astrolabe " and " La Roussole," com- 
manded by the gallant, scientific, but unfortunate La 
Perouse, were wrecked; the crews perished, not even a 
solitary individual escaping to recount the dreadful tale. 
Some years ago a portion of the wrecks of these vessels 
was discovered, but never yet has any authentic account 
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been obtained of the actual fate of the doomed crew* 
Once extracted from the labyrinth of the Sunda Straits^ 
a watering party was landed on the Sumatra coast ta 
replenish our exhausted stores. After shipping a few 
casks, the menacing attitude of the natives, who ap- 
proached in considerable numbers, induced the party to 
relinquish a further supply, and so pressing was the exigency 
that many empty casks were left on shore, several of the 
sailors narrowly escaping with their lives from the ferocious 
attack of these miscreants. About the middle of March the 
fleet reached the rocky island of St. Helena. Deep cultivated 
valleys, craggy precipices, and lofty barren rocks are the 
principal features of this renowned isle, where the greatest 
hero that ever graced or tortured tne face of the globe died a 
state prisoner, to the eternal disgrace of the envious, heart- 
less, and cowed Ministers of Great Britain; what a pity 
we cannot blot this indelible stain on our magnanimity 
from the annals of history! One week's continual 
gaiety soon expired; dancing, music, and flirtation occu- 
pied our whole time, my lodging and board amounting 
to one guinea per diem, independent of other extra- 
vagances. Here was I once more fated to exhibit 
the effects of my intemperate disposition. Some days 
previous to our arrival at St. Helena, Lieut. Bryant, one of 
our passengers, during dinner was presented with a glass of 
wine which I had called for some minutes before ; he cer- 
tainly smiled significantly at the time, as if aware that the 
waiter or attendant had mistaken the person. Irritated at 
the imagined insult, I rose from the table, descended to 
the great cabin, and prepared swords for an immediate 
adjustment of the affair. Bryant soon appeared; I 
handed him a sword, but he prudently declined the 
combat malgre all my taunting expressions, as ridicu- 
lous as unjustifiable, for he was brave to a fault, and 
equally cool and determined, which he evinced in after 
years in India, where he performed prodigies of valour when 
surrounded by a host of the enemy. Having thus tamely 
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submitted to all my insulting propositions, we mutually 
avoided each other's company ; however, on my landing at. 
St. Helena, I was soon brought to my senses ; a message wa» 
delivered by Lieutenant Hamilton, and a meeting arranged 
for satisfactory explanations. Lots were drawn for the first 
fire, which fell to me ; I took deliberate aim, but a better feel- 
ing prevailed, and I elevated the muzzle of the pistol so 
that the ball passed far over my adversary's head. I fully 
imagined this sudden motion was undetected, but Bryant'a 
keen eye must have caught the generous intention, as he 
instantly discharged his pistol, the contents of which flew 
innocently wide of its mark; I then approached him, ex- 
claiming, ** Bryant, I have acted like a foolish, thought- 
less boy throughout the whole of this affair, and hope 
the friendly intimacy that has hitherto existed between 
us may be once more renewed," when a cordial shake 
of the hand again reinstated me in my own good opinion. 
How strange that men possessed of the most amiable 
generous feelings should sometimes, by an unaccount- 
able fatality, be involved in such disgraceful dilemmas ! 
Not a mortal existing is certain of his line of con- 
duct for the ensuing 24 hours, some sudden impulse or 
capricious emanation from the brain hurries him on to the 
commission of absurd and even criminal actions, repugnant 
to his very nature when, on mature consideration, he reviews 
the origin of his sensations, if possibly discoverable. Some 
author has asserted all mankind to be mad, and I am inclined 
to accord in the opinion. Saints may moralize, but let them 
studiously analyse the events of their life, and where is he 
who can conscientiously proclaim himself exempt from the 
foibles of his erring brethren? A schooner was forwarded 
to the Isle of Ascension to turn turtle, and on the seventh 
morning after our arrival we departed from St. Helena ; 86 
turtles had been entrapped before we lay to off Ascension, 
ten of which were apportioned to the "Ceres," two of 
them of the ponderous weight of 850 and 900 pounds I 
Such enormous dimensions are by no means rare 
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in the turtles found on tbis solitary island, which, 
was at one time unoccupied and uninhabited, and 
appeared like one huge mass of cinders, the coast 
on all sides covered with the white excrement of innu- 
merable water-fowl, and the sea swarming with fishes 
of every description. From a single bucketful of sea-water 
a hundred lively little turtles might be extracted ; the sur- 
rounding ocean resembled a moving accumulation of 
animated matter. This extraordinary appearance has greatly 
altered since the occupation of this dormant volcano by the 
English ; the frequent passing of fleets and ships has now dis- 
persed and exhausted the concentrated multitude of aquatic 
generations, which have probably tranquilly moved in the 
liquid empire since the origin of the world ! About three 
weeks before our arrival at the Land's End, I was sitting 
quietly in my cabin, ruminating on the delightful prospect 
of a speedy arrival in old England, which from the existing 
favourable gale we were unitedly anticipating, when my 
reflections were unpleasantly interrupted by a piercing cry 
of " Oh ! God, my eye ; oh ! God ! " I rushed into the ad- 
joining cabin from whence the sound proceeded, and dis- 
covered my young friend, Seton, writhing in the agonies of 
excessive pain, with his left eye scooped out of its socket and 
the glutinous substance of the eye streaming down his face 
mingled with a flow of biood. I caught him fainting in my 
arms, and bore him to the surgeon ; the upper part of the 
nose was cut through and the eye-lid hanging by a 
particle of skin, which was immediately detached ; dressings 
being applied, I returned to the cabin for some explanation 
of the mysterious accident. Lieut. Hamilton had purchased 
a Chinese bow during his residence at Canton, which Bryant 
and Seton were assisting him in stringing. Having with the 
united strength of the three, bent it and adjusted the string, 
the word " all ready " was given, but the string slipping off, 
the bow recoiled with prodigious force, springing from the 
deck, and thus deprived the unfortunate Seton of his left 
eye. He was some years afterwards killed at the Battle of 
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the Pyrenees, fighting gallantly in his country's cause, or 
rather for the aggrandisement and supremacy of our aris- 
tocracy. These Chinese bows are bent with the greatest 
facility by a single individual of that nation by some peculiar 
knack, but require the combined efforts of three or four 
Europeans to bring them into proper shooting form. Singu- 
lar to relate, the wound occasioned by the accident was com- 
pletely healed in the course of three weeks ; but he was ever 
after compelled to wear a black band to hide the voidless 
socket of the eye ; it did not prevent him, however, from, 
engaging the affections of an heiress, who bestowed her fair 
hand and wealth on the gallant soldier, in some measure 
recompensing him for the freaks of Fortune. On entering 

the British Channel we were hailed by several men-of-war, 
proceeding with troops on board to reinforce the Egyptian 
Expedition. After eleven months' passage we anchored in 
the Downs, having nearly circumnavigated the globe, for 
had we sailed round Cape Horn instead of the Cape of Good 
Hope, the " Ceres " would have accomplished this arduous 
and interesting enterprise. Next morning, 2nd June, 1800, we 
tided to the North Foreland, in sight of Margate. An unusual 
gale at this season of the year assailed us from the German 
Ocean; the mountain waves soon drove the ship from 
three anchors, drifting her by the fleet at a rapid rate towards 
the Goodwin Sands ; they were plunging and pitching f ore- 
€astle under, and sympathised with] our distressing situation 
without the possibility of affording relief. I see them now, 
in my mind's eye, waving their hands as a token of final 
adieu. The intense friction of the cables in the hawseholes 
had fired the forecastle, in addition to our other misfortunes ; 
this inauspicious circxmistance employed half the crew in 
handing buckets of water to extinguish the conflagration. 
The Ixmipers (or men received on board at Deal to work the 
«hip up the river) were actually paralysed, falling on their 
knees, invoking the Deity, and lamenting in loud vocifera- 
tions the miserable destitution of wives and families in the 
event of being wrecked. Down splashed the last anchor, snap 
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went the cable, and all hope forsook us ; the raging breakers 
on the Goodwin Sands became every second more intimately 
familiar to our senses, when we were suddenly brought to by 
a jerk that shook the very frame of the vessel, her head deeply 
under, and a diabolical wave at the same instant swept along 
the whole deck from stem to stern, committing sad havoc ; 
two men had each a thigh broken, and another had been 
literally cut in half on the descent of the last anchor, having 
awkwardly entangled Jnmself in the coils of the cable ; his- 
head and breast was instantaneously lying on one side of the 
deck and his lower extremities on the other, a frightful ex- 
ample of the evanescent tenure of mortal existence. The 
actual cause of our preservation originated in the stout 
temper of the iron of the remaining flue of the sheet-anchor,, 
the other had been torn asunder and separated from the stock 
by the repeated concussions occasioned by the heavy waves 
beating in rapid succession against the bows of the vessel. 
It is really incomprehensible to landsmen how a small piece 
of iron, not six inches in diameter, could resist the drifting 
weight of upwards of 2,000 tons, with the additional pro- 
pelling onus of the enormous waves ; but thus were we 
situated when the gale only partially moderating, we were 
hailed by the incomparable boatmen from Deal, with their 
equally incomparable boats, to say they were laden with 
cables and anchors for our service. The customary nautical 
operations were then adopted to secure the acceptable assis- 
tance; a weather-beaten, jolly-looking fellow having dis- 
charged his burden, proposed to take any of the passenger* 
to Margate for five guineas each. Happy to c^.scape by any 
means fi'oni our floating prison, Seton and myself availed 
ourselves of the reasonable offer, and with a single portman- 
teau each, were soon landed at the gay watering-place ; im- 
mediately after ensconcing ourselves in a post-chaise, we soon 
reached the New Hummums in Covent Garden, and for a 
few days enjoyed all the luxuries incident to those just 
escaped from the odious privations ever attendant on a long 
voyage, even in the best provided ships. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

LONJ)()N, thou source of wealth, luxury, extra- 
vagance, and depravity; what a scene of temp- 
tation thou offerest to the voluptuary ! what a gulf of 
perdition to the youthful, unsophisticated mind ! but 
I have forsworn all effusions of sentimental prosing^ 
Making my bow at the Horse Guards, I obtained a 
three months' extension of leave, paid my respects- 
to the Colonel of the 12th, General Picton, who dis- 
tinguished Himself at tlie famous battle of Warburg^ 
or Minden. Knocking at his door in Bond Street, 
an old Grenadier corporal ushered me into his master'a 
drawing room. In a few minutes a huge form entered,, 
of at least six feet four inches, the floor trembling at every 
advancing pace from the weight of his enormous propor- 
tions; a suit of snuff-coloured habiliments covered hia 
gigantic person, the flaps of his waistcoat reaching almost 
down to his knees, from the pockets of which he continually 
extracted large handfuls of loose snuff, besmearing hi» 
nose, chin, and whole surface of the front of Es persoD to 
the waistband of his small clothes; he was bordering on 
eighty years of age. Extending his cramped, gouty hand 
towards me, he growled out in a thundering intonation,. 
" Well, lieutenant ; I am glad to see you. I understand 
the 12th Regiment has again distinguished itself at tha 
siege of Seringapatam ? " I assented to the observatiou, 
when he plunged his hand into his reservoir of snuff and 
suffused his whole person in clouds of the titillating dust ; 
this operation he repeated at least a dozen times during the 
short interval of a quarter of an hour, which was the 
most tedious I had ever endured. At length, rising majes- 
tically and bowing stiffly, he saluted me with a "Good 
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morning/' and best wishes for future success in my profes- 
sion. I strolled towards my hotel, rejoicing in the happy 
termination of my ceremonial visit. In St. James* Street, 

Captain Ruding congratulated me on my escape from the 
horrors of India, where he had sojourned one year only, 
whilst our six companies voyaged to Penang. The gay 
Aston and Lord Hobart, Governor of Madras, had paid too 
much attention to the pretty Mrs. Ruding. The husband 
on his return remonstrated ineffectually ; he then obtained 
leave of absence, and ultimately retired from the Service. 
I was invited to dinner next day at Limmer's Hotel, Con- 
duit Street; our party consisted of four officers of the 
Guards beside ourselves. Burgundy and champagne, 
with every edible rarity the season could produce, appeared 
in sumptuous profusion on the board; Ruding became 
disgustingly inebriated. The officers, after the splendid 
repast, accompanied his wife to the opera, and I retired to 
my comfortable hotel to sleep off the fumes of the luscious 
grape. At 8 o'clock the next morning the waiter knocked 
at my chamber door to say that a servant in livery had 
brought a note requiring an immediate answer. As I 
knew no one in London, I was convinced some mistake had 
occurred; however, to satisfy the importunity of the im- 
patient waiter I opened the door, took a glance at the note, 
and was but too soon assured by the address that I was the 
unfortunate homo for whom it was intended. Having 
twice perused its contents, I perfectly comprehended the 
modest request of the writer, who being involved in an 
expensive lawsuit and disappointed in remittances from 
his father, who was then in the ^ north, would esteem it a 
particular favour if I could send one hundred pounds! 
which should be punctually returned to me in two or three 
days; signed "Yours most faithfully, "Walter Ruding." 
Now, althougli I was by no means an adept in the crooked 
path of the great world, and completely ignorant of the 
unblushing effrontery of those involved in the mazes of 
pecuniary distress, this exorbitant requisition for the 
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pleasure of a single good dinner struck me most forcibly a» 
a palpable attempt to impose on my credulity and youthful 
inexperience ; bad the amount of tbe sum been one-tenth^ 
I should bave had no hesitation in accommodating my 
Ubertine acquaintance, although until our accidental ren^ 
contre in St. James' Street I had ever been on the most 
distant terms with Him. The note was therefore answered 
politely, but sincerely explaining the impossibility of 
meeting his wishes in his existing exigency. We met 
next day in the course of my perambulations, but a frigid 
nod of recognition was the only salutation deigned. I 
hjad no peculiar penchant to renew a transitory intimacy, 
and thus we parted for ever; bowever, his wild career 
merits a cursory narration. He had a handsome aUowancs 
as an only child of £1,500 per annum from his father^ 
who possessed an entailed estate of several thousand pounds' 
revenue. Finding this allowance inadequate to defray the 
expenses of his thoughtless mode of living, he had impru- 
dently mortgaged both this and his father's property ta 
Jews and money-lenders on post obit bonds ; consequently, 
on the decease ol his only parent, his mother dying many 
years before, lie became an absolute pauper, escaped from 
his various creditors on the Continent, and there perished 
in miserable indigence. The newspapers of 1834 announced 
a certain disgraceful swindling transaction committed by 
his unfortunate wife, and thus terminates a record of the 
follies and result of direful extravagance which might 
superinduce fifty pages of moralising in. conformity to the 
existing system of book-making. A distant relation of 
my friend Seton arriving from Aberdeen, and occupying a 
house in Baker Street, Portman Square, he was. 
invited there, and thus I was left in my solitary hotel, 
from whence I proceeded almost daily to the India House> 
where my baggage had been detained on account of a 
discovery of prohibited goods, which ridiculously enough^ 
consisted of forty pairs of old white nankeen pantaloons 
that had been stained or dyed a salmon colour for the 
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voyage. Under this frivolous pretence I was detained in 
town upwards of a month, and even then only procured 
it by addressing a saucy letter to the secretary of the de- 
partment. My threadbare trousers were actually sold at 
public auction for £20, and the amount handed to me 
accordingly ; so indifferent was I to the restitution of these 
articles that I determined if they had been restored 
to ofPer them as a present to the first needy adventurer. 
On my arrival at Bristol I discovered that our family 
circumstances were not in that affluent state so flourishing 
previous to my departure from Hambrook. My father was 
residing in a handsome house in Portland Square; his 
establishment consisting of a man servant and two horses 
only — a sad falling off from his accustomed splendour. 
No explanation was proffered. I was received affec- 
tionately, and considered it an impertinent interference 
to attempt a categorical investigation of affairs, over which 
I could as yet have no control; but hunting, coursing, 
and open table for a set of jolly country squires, I was 
well aware, could not have improved the patrimonial estate, 
and the accustomed equanimity of my father's disposition 
had completely abandoned him, plainly evincing the pro- 
gress of some evident domestic calamity; he merely told 
me that he had speculated in an iron mine association in 
Wales, to which he had advanced £10,000, and another 
in cotton mills at Keynsham of £4,000, from both of 
which he anticipated the most fortunate results. Some 
few years afterwards the director of the first absconded 
to America and the second became insolvent, so that he 
was ultimately defrauded of the whole amount and in- 
volved in the intricacies of a lawsuit, which entailed 
a further expense of several thousand pounds. Gentlemen 
of landed property should ever abstain from mercantile 
speculations, as neither habit nor experience adapt them 
to the occupation, consequently they are liable to the 
imposition of every designing knave, who may delude 
them with brilliant theories. Such was his case; and I 
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have only to regret the infatuation which rtiined 
my prospects in life, by rendering my profession a source 
of emolumenii, instead of a display of patriotic enthusiasm. 
Meeting with an old schoolfellow, by name Willoughby, 
of the 27th Regiment, who had attained the rank of 
captain by purchase, and just sold his commissions, we 
attended the Clifton balls regularly, and I might easily 
have repaired my broken fortune by an eligible marriage, 
but the usual sensitive delicacy of uniting my destiny 
to that of a female for the mere dross of wealth was repug- 
nant to my feelings, and for some months we continued 
our frivolous and unprofitable amusements. One evening 
I quitted the assembly earlier than usual and returned 
to Portland Square, leaving Willoughby, at the time, per- 
fectly sober, and enjoying the giddy dance. The following 
morning at six o'clock a post-chaise and four drove furiously 
up to the door; a thundering knock roused the family 
from their slumbers. Willoughby leaped from the vehicle, 
requesting an interview on the most important occasion. 
I hastily dressed, and descending to the drawing room, 
found him pacing backwards and forwards in an uncon- 
ceivable state of agitation. He soon explained the nature 
of his visit at so early an hour, relating that he had 
drank deeply after my departure from the assembly, 
and entering the ball-room in an indecent state of 
inebriety, had wantonly insulted one of the Dean 
of Bristol's daughters by rudely attempting to kiss 
her, for which he had been immediately knocked 
down by her brother, a lieutenant of the 7th Fusiliers, 
who he had agreed to meet at eight o'clock this morning, 
requesting me to attend as his second. On a deliberate 
review of this affair, I candidly exposed the probable conse- 
quences of his intemperate conduct, and expressly refused 
to accompany him unless he consented to make the most 
ample apology to Laird (who was an intimate acquaintance 
of mine), as also to his sister, if she could be prevailed on 
to accept it. Outrageous as he appeared, my argimients 
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overcame his vindictive feelings. I deposited my pistols 
in the carriage and we proceeded to Windmill Hill, 
near Clifton, the place appointed for the duel ; Lieutenant 
Laird and his friend were already on the spot. I soon 
explained my intentions, and the affair was adjusted, but 
not in so satisfactory a manner as I anticipated. 
Laird positively refusing any amicable recognition of a 
friendly feeling towards a man who had so wantonly trans- 
gressed the acknowledged laws of civilisation; the parties 
coolly bowed and thus the affair terminated. I now en- 
deavoured to gradually disentangle myself from any future 
intimacy with my old schoolfellow, but could not succeed 
until poverty aided my design; in the course of six 
months he had squandered the produce of his commissions, 
a sum of nearly two thousand pounds, on which he retired 
to his father's domain, called Wick, about four miles 
from Bristol, on the Bath Road. I was invited to dine 
with the old gentleman, who was most hospitably disposed, 
which a princely income enabled him to gratify. After 
dinner his son became so intoxicated that he upset the 
table, broke the chandeliers, and hurled a decanter at his 
father's head. For this outrageous conduct he was dis- 
missed the house, which he did not quit without a severe 
struggle with the domestics, one of whom he nearly killed. 
Having at length been expelled, he retired to a mean 
lodging, from which I received various applications; first 
for a guinea, then half a one, then an old coat, hat, etc., etc. 
Finally he embarked on board a West Indiaman as a 
common sailor; in a few months returned, and then en- 
listed as a soldier in a marching regiment; deserted, and 
was ignominiously flogged on being secured. He then 
accompanied his corps to the West Indies. On his passage 
he was made permanent cook ; another brother (of whom 
there were five living), a captain, was proceeding by the 
same conveyance to join his regiment, then stationed 
in one of the islands. Pacing the deck one morning, he 
gazed steadfastly at the man officiating at the caboose, or 
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cooking machine, and attracted by a resemblance to Lis 
brother he approached nearer, and falteringly inquired 
if his name was Charles Willoughby. He instantly re- 
plied in the affirmative. No electric shock could have 
excited such an irrepressible impulse ; the captain at one 
spring leaped from the deck into the sea, sinking without 
an effort to preserve existence ; telle est la vie, mats le vrai 
rCest jpas tou jours le vraisemhlahle ! The brother gazed 
on the passing scene with a stupid, vacant stare of insensi- 
bility; the continual excitement of spirituous liquors had 
eradicated every finer feeling of humanity and affection 
from his torpid system, continuing his degrading occu- 
pation without even a passing expression of regret. On 
reaching Jamaica he was the first man of the regiment 
who fell a victim to the yellow fever : an additional proof 
that the vices of gambling and habitual inebriety are the 
two most irreclaimable errors of our life. Free from the 
persecutions of my tormentor I again entered into that 
delightful society that constitutes the principal happiness 
and misery of us mortals — ^the fascinating pursuit of lovely 
woman. I adopted the code of Chesterfield, as most men 
of the world do, and never discovered my folly until too 
late to remedy the evil. On a shooting excursion I well 
remember the salutation of an honest country farmer, who 
was blessed with a family of several buxom, rosy-cheeked, 
healthy girls, to whom my devoirs were warmly directed. 
Observing us gaily romping, he exclaimed "Now I don't 
mind you red-coats a bit; for you tells I plainly you'll 
kiss my daughters if you can, and we knows what to do ; 
but dang it, there's no knowing what to do with the 
black-coated parsons, who comes sneaking in and talking 
vine things about religion and morality and all that, 
when we suddenly find ourselves grandfathers before tho 
proper time; romp away my lads and lasses; I'll look 
ater ye ! " No man is really virtuous until proved so 
by this fiery ordeal: the wealthy bloated sensualist or 
the independent philosopher may express astonishment 
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at the crimes of the poor, but had they moved in a similar 
sphere of life, surrounded by every species of excitement 
and temptation, who could decide on the absolute preserva- 
tion of that negative virtue, which is erected principally 
on the basis of wealth ? My short leave having expired, I 
was now employed on the recruiting service, and in collecting 
the Army of Reserve for the actual defence of our coasts, 
then menaced by the all-conquering army of the immortal 
Napoleon Bonaparte, who were encamped on the heights 
near Boulogne, and the encampment plainly distinguished 
from Dover and the adjacent sea-ports. Including volun- 
teers the English could have opposed a numerical force 
of 400,000 men, but could they have effectually resisted 
the veteran troops of France? Fortunately this dubious 
query was never put to the test; the sons of old England 
were at this period complete children in the art of war, 
with respect to military operations, and therefore if the 
French could have landed 100,000 men, London must have 
been in their possession 48 hours from the period of de- 
barkation. Old officers were of this opinion ; the ignorant 
multitude argued differently; happily for them the ex- 
periment was never tried. At Wells, in Somersetshire, 
I had collected about 200 substitutes for the Reserve Army, 
each of whom were to receive from £40 to £60 for their 
services. A very small proportion was allowed the men 
at the time of enlistment, and the officer was responsible 
for the grand deposit, which, on reaching Chatham, was 
to be handed over to the commandant of that station. 
I was therefore possessed of several thousand pounds in 
bank bills on their account, which I had carefully sewn 
in the lining of my regimental cap, considering it hazard- 
ous to confide it to country bankers. I had written to 
the War Office representing the dangerous responsibility 
to which I was subjected, but no notice was taken of 
the appeal; I was therefore in a constant state of agita- 
tion, with my cap either on my head or placed close to 
my elbow. The peculiarity of my vigilance had attracted 
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the attention of an old rogue of a sergeant named Holroyd, 
and one morning, having quitted my room for five 
minutes on some urgent occasion, he had availed himself 
of my momentary absence to abstract both bills and 
lining from my cap. I did not make this discovery until 
at least an hour afterwards. Who can describe the sensa- 
tions of horror I experienced on lifting my cap, when I 
saw its contents had vanished ! My landlady informed 
me she had seen a fat sergeant enter my apartments an 
hour since, from whence he had again rushed with ex- 
treme precipitation. Well aware of the character of the 
man, from various little pecuniary transactions passing 
between us, in paying the soldiers, I despatched several 
couriers in quest of him without effect. Suspecting deser- 
tion, I enquired at the coach office if a person of his descrip- 
tion had recently applied for a seat in any of the coaches ? 
The clerk — an intelligent fellow — informed me that a burly 
looking man, with Yorkshire accent and dressed in a 
huge drab coat, had paid for an outside passage and set 
off towards Bath about two hours ago. I had no hesitation 
now in declaring my suspicions of the delinquent, and 
mounting a beautiful, young, fleet, blood bay mare, a 
present from my father, I quitted Wells full gallop in 
pursuit of the miscreant. So rapid had been my progress 
that just as I entered Bath, my mare gave a sudden 
plunge forward and fell dead at my feet, on which I 
had most conveniently alighted, my charger having re- 
laxed her pace at the foot of the bridge leading into the 
city, so that in her expiring plunge I was only slightly 
propelled towards her head. Hastily disembarrassing my- 
self from the stirrups, I applied instantly at the coach 
office for information as to the different passengers from 
Wells, and learnt from the coachman that a man of the 
description 1 stated had quitted the top of the coach about 
a mile before their entering Bath, and was observed to 
take the direction of the Bristol road, afoot. Commission, 
reputation even, from the stigma of embezzlement, and 

12 
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honour were all at stake. Depending on my success in 
the apprehension of this unprincipled villain I had already 
travelled thirteen miles ventre a terre in thirty-five minutes, 
and now resolved to scour the country in and about the 
Bristol road. Whilst the hack was preparing I was seated 
in a window of the White Hart Inn, nearly opposite the 
pump-room ; a stage-coach came rattling up the street. 
Looking from the open window I recognised the base 
fellow on whom my future destiny depended, sitting on 
the hind seat of the Bristol coach on its way to London. 
As it was passing directly under the window at not six 
feet distance below, I sprang on my prey without 
hesitation, shouting, ^* Stop coach ! stop coach ! a thief ! a 
thief ! " He trembled in every joint, and became pale 
as death. The dastard fell on his knees, acknowledged 
that the money was about his person, and offered to restore 
it if I would promise not to hang him. He was taken 
into a private room, and after a minute search the bank 
notes were discovered in his neck-cloth, still wrapped up 
in the old lining of my cap ; a military escort soon at- 
tended, and he was marched off prisoner to Wells. My 
poor mare was discovered bathed in blood, flowing from 
her mouth, completely dead ; she was only three years and a- 
half old ; the extraordinary exertion had ruptured a blood 
vessel, or, according a vulgar expression, broken her 
heart; by which sad event I lost at least ninety guineas, 
a sum I had been frequently offered for her. Had the 
result of my exertions been unsuccessful I must have 
inevitably fallen a victim to false appearances ; even my 
appeal to the War Office would have been construed into 
a premeditated plan of operation with the sergeant to 
defraud the public ; nor would the event of his desertion 
palliate the odium attached to my character; an igno- 
minious dismission from the Army and eternal stigma 
on my reputation would have been the inevitable conse- 
quences of a failure on the apprehension of this man. 
On my return to Wells I rejoiced to find the honourable 
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Captain Maude had assumed the command of the detach- 
ment. I immediately handed him over the money, and thus 
was relieved from a state of most oppressive agitation that 
ever mortal endured. The sergeant was brought to a 
Court Martial, broken and flogged ; a sentence from Civil 
Law might have been more severe in its ultimate results, 
but slower in operation, and less efficacious in a military 

point of view. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

After recruiting in several towns with considerable 
success, I once more visited Bath. Forty years 
ago our views were not so mercenary as they are 
in the rising generation. I was therefore extremely 
anxious to meet this lovely creature, and promenaded 
the streets for several days without being rewarded 
for my perseverance. The house being pointed out 
where she resided and lodgings conspicuously an- 
nounced in the same premises, I engaged apartments on 
the same floor with the beauty ; but what was my surprise 
and rapture in meeting her on the stairs to recognise 
Miss Marston, the lady I had so opportunely saved from 
a watery grave three years ago at Malacca. On her arrival 
in England she had been received by her aunt with every 
demonstration of affection, who, living on a handsome 
jointure, was enabled to support her in that style of 
splendour she had been accustomed to from her infancy 
at Calcutta. But alas ! the goods of this world are of a 
perishable nature; the aunt had been improvident, dis- 
bursing the full extent of her annual income, so that at 
her death six months previous to our meeting the whole 
wealth of my lovely friend consisted of less than a thousand 
pounds, derived from the sale of her aunt's effects, after 
discharging the demands of various creditors. I remained 
several weeks in my present abode in constant intercourse 
with this attractive female, and in spite of all my friends 
could say, love, all-powerful love, overcame every pru- 
dential consideration, and in eleven months I became the 
proud father of twins, and in seven years the distressei' 
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but still happy husband of this amiable woman, with a 
family of nine children. I held many serious consulta- 
tions with my father on my existing difficulties, 
without avail; he was ardent in the cause of the evils 
arising from primogeniture, and I once more determined 
to brave the sea and horrors of war, for the maintenance 
of those I had so cruelly involved in the intricacies of my 
unhappy destiny. I applied to rejoin my regiment, 
was ordered to the Isle of Wight, and in October, 1806 
once more embarked with an aching heart for the shores 
of India. To crown my misfortune my wife was doomed 
to confinement with her fourth child one week only 
previous to sailing. I was therefore reluctantly compelled 
to abandon her with my children at Newport, and two 
months after my arrival at Madras she rejoined me with 
my family, the expenses of her passage amounting to 
£500 ! True, I had been promoted to the rank of captain 
ill 1805, and was therefore enabled to support my wife 
in some degree of respectability had I been fixed in a 
permanent station ; this was not the case, as the regiment 
was at Cannanore, on the opposite side of the peninsula, 
at nearly five hundred miles' distance ; not a syllable of com- 
plaint or regret did this amiable woman ever utter amidst 
all our distressing difficulties. In this long march I 
lost one boy at Uscottah and two other children at Seringa- 
patam. Proceeding on through the Wynaad country, I 
at length reached my destination, rejoining my old corps 
at Cannanore in June, 1807. A handsome breakfast had 
been prepared, and the band met my small detachment 
of 18 men three miles from the station, and if music 
and a friendly reception from my brother officers could 
have conferred happiness, I had every reason to be con- 
tented. The regiment at this period was in a moHt 
deplorable state; they tad been , recently ordered for 
Seringapatam, where 500 men had been afflicted 
with the yellow fever, so that in their march from that 
unhealthy fortress to Cannanore, upwards of 400 
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soldiers had been conveyed in doolies, a species of rude 
palanquin, appropriated to the use of the sick in India, 
and at the time of my arrival several hundreds were still 
suffering in hospital from the effects of climate. I now 
passed several months free from care and privation; we 
had a constant succession of friendly parties, given by 
the married officers of the cantonment, and my wife 
experienced all those little amiable attentions that a young 
and beautiful woman invariably receives from the liberal, 
polite, and generous military ; parties to Mahe, Tellicherry, 
and Billipatam varied the delightful scene. The hos- 
pitable mansion of Mr. Baber, a civilian at Tellicherry, 
was ever open to our reception, and we passed many weeks 
with him and his amiable wife, in a round of friendly 
intercourse. He then occupied a bungalow on a high rock 
overlooking the sea, from whence could be seen several of 
the Laccadive Islands, one of the most enchanting spots 
ever formed by Nature. Soon after a rumour prevailed 
that hostilities had commenced between the Kajah of 
Travancore and the Company. Two of our battalions 
of Sepoys having been surrounded by a host of the enemy 
at a place called Quilon, near Cape Comorin, stationed 
there as a friendly subsidiary force to the Kajah of that 
country. It was represented that nothing could save them 
from destruction but a prompt succour of a regiment of 
Europeans, and as we were nearer the scene of action than 
any other King's corps our anticipations were shortly 
realised. 

I must here introduce a few lines on the fate of my friend 
Woodhall, who fell an early victim to the climate, which 
is certainly not congenial to all European constitutions. 
In 1800 he purchased the Majority of the regiment, 
and then married a Miss Cochrane. In a year after he 
died, leaving one child, who soon afterwards followed 
him to the grave. His wife then determined on her 
return to England. Just before her embarkation she had 
the bodies of her husband and offspring disinterred from 
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tlie Madras Cemetery, and carefully packed in a box, for 
the purpose of depositing them in a vault belonging to 
Woodhairs family at RatclifP Church, Bristol, his native 
town. On her passage home, a young lieutenant of Dra- 
goons (Sir G. Tuite) paid his addresses, and she once more 
ventured on the experiment of matrimony ere the remains 
of her former husband were committed to its final abode ; so 
much for the affection and caprice of women. Speculative 
opinions on constancy after death are absurd and un- 
natural; few females can withstand the persevering 
attentions of an elegant and accomplished young man, 
although previously devotedly and romantically attached 
to an object that no longer exists. The dictates of* Nature 
must ever predominate over our better resolutions, for 
we preach to the winds when actuated by the irrepressible 
force of human passions. The relict of the hero and 
the clown are alike subjugated by the indiscriminate shafts 
of almighty love. Why then, should my friend's wife rise 
superior to the common lot of humanity ? 

Whilst at Cannanore a young officer named Jenkins 
joined us from Bombay under peculiar circumstances. He 
had accompanied the 56th Regiment to India under a 
feigned name. Sir Thomas Picton had procured an ensigncy 
for a young man, who declined accepting it, when Jenkins 
was offered the situation provided he changed his name 
to Phipps. This stipulation was accordingly agreed to, and 
for several years the surreptitious plan succeeded admirably. 
He had gradually mounted to the head of the subalterns of 
the 56th. But this state of things was not doomed to last, 
for one day a large party having been invited to the 
Mess, an old schoolfellow of Jenkins' was among the 
guests, and was excessively astonished on an introduction 
to Lieutenant Phipps. " Well," said he, " I certainly will 
never again depend on the evidences of my senses, for you 
resemble an old friend of mine so perfectly that I could 
have sworn to his identity on being introduced to you." 
Jenkins assured him that he was mistaken, and the dinner 
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passed over witli continual observations on the miraculous 
resemblance. Jenkins was so shocked, and his mind so 
agitated at the disgraceful necessity of the subterfuge, 
that he applied to his colonel the following morning 
to resign his commission, which was accordingly granted, 
and he joined us as plain Mr. Jenkins, strongly recom- 
mended to Colonel Picton for the first vacant ensigncy 
that might occur. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 

ON the 24tli December, 1808, the 12th Regiment at 
length received orders for embarkation, with positive 
instructions to the commandant of the station to have 
them conveyed in the most economical manner to Qnilon, 
in the Travancore country. By the 26th the preparations 
were so far advanced as to enable the commandant of 
the garrison (Colonel Ouppage) to commence the embarka- 
tion, and in the course of the same day the whole battalion 
was on board twelve patamars (open boats from 40 to 
100 tons' burden), and the flank companies on an old 
country-built brig. With the exception of four boats the 
others were all leaky, consequently not seaworthy. The 
orders were to proceed forthwith to Cochin, and ultimately 
to Quilon, in the dominions of the Rajah of Travancore, 
a distance of upwards of 300 miles. The vessels were 
excessively crowded, as a proportion of followers, consist- 
ing of cooks, Lascars, and officers' servants, accompanied 
the troops. Thus situated, a signal was made from the 
Fort of Cannanore for the little fleet to sail, which was 
immediately obeyed. Rice, salt fish, and arrack were the 
only provisions provided for the voyage. In two or three 
boats there was a quarter-cask of arrack; the others were 
unprovided with this essential article, which, when properly 
diluted in water, contributes materially to the health of 
the soldiers. The unequal distribution of this liquor 
caused much inconvenience and distress during the voyage, 
for when the fleet stood out some distance from the shore, 
the agitation of the sea became so great as to prevent all 
communication, so that those boats unprovided with this 
essential stimulant were necessitated to remain without 
it for several days. The situation of the troops was dis- 
tressing in the extreme, from this confinement to one 



DIABY OF AN OFFICER. 139 

position, without tlie possibility of reclining the body 
in a recumbent posture or taking any refreshing slumber, 
being absolutely wedged together, without awning or 
covering to defend them from the scorching rays of the 
sun (which are reflected from the sea with redoubled 
fierceness), or the baneful and heavy dews of night, which, 
with the deadly land winds blowing off the shore, were 
sufficient to injure the most robust constitutions in a 
very few hours ; the natives, when exposed to the influence 
of this wind during night, are frequently deprived of the 
use of their limbs during life, which are withered and dis- 
torted in a most awful and unaccountable manner. The 
short and rapid motion of the vessels produced the most 
violent sensations of nausea ; the disgusting effluvia proceed- 
ing from those affected soon compelled those of stronger 
stomachs to yield to the prevailing malady, and thus sitting 
opposite each other in a cramped, confined position the 
scene that ensued beggars all description; even whilst 
labouring under the effects of these complicated miseries 
these gallant sufferers refrained from the expression of 
the least complaint, except a little regret for the loss 
of the accustomed dram of arrack which might have 
cheered their spirits amidst the evils they endured. Al- 
though the most positive instructions had been issued for 
the boats to preserve hailing distance and keep as closely 
together as possible, consistent with safety, it was soon 
discovered to be impracticable ; for during the first night 
they were assailed by sudden squalls, so that at dawn 
of day the following morning only four of the fleet were 
visible, which reached Cochin the same evening, but had 

scarcely approached the offing of the harbour when an 
express boat rowed out with despatches from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Macauley, British Resident in Travancore, re- 
quiring the immediate continuance of our voyage to 
Quilon, as he had just received information that the two 
Sepoy battalions stationed there were completely sur- 
rounded by at least 40,000 Travancorians. The four pata 
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mars instantly put to sea again and reacked Quilon on 
the 29th inst. The coast appeared completely deserted, for 
although the canoes of the fishermen were plainly discerned 
lying on the beach, no one approached to communicate 
with the patamars, and we remained several hours in a state 
of the most anxious suspense. At length several British 
officers were observed exerting themselves to launch a 
boat; these incipient sj-mptoms of a fi'iendly disposition 
were joyfully acknowledged by our unfortunate sufferers 
with a general cheer. The officers soon came alongside, 
representing that the whole country was in arms, and 
every individual prohibited from affording assistance or 
furnishing provisions to the British, and fui'ther that the 
moment an European soldier landed would be a signal for 
driving the whole invading force into the sea. In defiance 
of this imposing menace the four companies were disem- 
barked the same day, but with the greatest difficulty, 
as the small canoes employed for the purpose were only 
calculated to contain three or four soldiers at a tinie, and 
managed rather awkwardly by the Lascars who accom- 
panied us, for the inhabitants had all deserted the coast. 
The troops fortunately were unmolested and landed without 
accident; opposition was naturally expected and prepared 
for, as this proceeding was in direct violation of the treaty 
subsisting between the Rajah and the Company's Govern- 
ment, which specified that the landing or marching 
Europeans on the Travancore dominions would be con- 
sidered an open declaration of war. Having happily 
effected the disembarkation of the four companies, one of 
which I commanded, we immediately joined the Sepoy 
force, commanded by Colonel Chalmers, though most pre- 
cariously situated, yet no positive act of hostility had 
occurred previous to our arrival. The peninsula of 
Quilon is exceedingly populous, and the moment the 
first detachment of Europeans touched the shore a general 
howl prevailed among the inhabitants, who abandoned 
their habitations in every direction. Horses, elephants, 
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palanquins, with numerous retinues of the principal natives, 
were observed moving ofE with the greatest expedition. 
These ominous indications induced Colonel Chalmers to 
detach a force to occupy an eminence that commanded 
the Dewan's palace (Duan or Dewaun, alias Prime 
Minister of the Eajah) and the grand bazaar, to ascertain 
any hostile movements of his forces (large bodies of whom 
were stationed in the vicinity), and anticipate any sudden 
attack from that quarter. Captain Clapham, with four 
companies of Sepoys and one 6-pound field-piece, marched 
to perform this important service. Our officers had been 
hospitably invited to share the dinner of the mess of one 
of the Sepoy battalions, where we were comfortably im- 
bibing our Madeira wine after a scanty meal, which 
pleasant occupation was interrupted by the report of 
artillery and successive volleys of musketry, which made 
us start from our seats and join our men. The Europeans, 
not anticipating an attack, had, as customary in India, pro- 
cured liquor and indulged to such an excess that of 
seventy men of my company I could only collect four 
capable of shouldering a musket ; the others were scattered 
about on the sandy plain in a beastly state of intoxication. 
The rapid succession of firing, however, soon brought the 
majority to a proper sense of duty; had the enemy 
been aware of the actual state of our army, they might 
have annihilated the whole force almost without opposition. 
Captain Clapham, having been instructed in the most im- 
pressive terms to abstain from an attack on the Rajah's 
troops unless they openly opposed his occupation of the 
post, which alone insured the safety of the left flank 
of the British lines (which consisted of a high artificial 
mound of earth, apparently accumulated with the intention 
of forming a battery), advanced cautiously to accomplish 
the object in view, but ere he reached the bazaar a strong 
body of matchlock men and archers suddenly filled the road 
in front. In conformity with orders, he acquainted the 
chief that no hostility was intended; if, however, they 
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impeded his progress, lie should immediately fire on them. 
This intimation had no effect; they pushed on, and were 
within a few yards of the Sepoys when a resort to arms 
became indispensable for the preservation of the troops 
under his command ; a round of grape shot was therefore 
discharged among them with deadly effect. This chastise- 
ment of their temerity did not intimidate them. Still 
advancing with undaunted resolution, several successive 
showers of grape were now poured into the adverse column, 
which with a smart volley of musketry at length cooled 
their ardour, and the post was occupied without further 
resistance. During this affair, in which the enemy lost 
a hundred men (sixty of whom lay dead on the spot), 
the troops in camp bivouacked and remained under arms 
all night, as authentic intelligence had been communicated 
that upwards of 30,000 of the Rajah's regular army 
were close to Quilon, and meditated an attack on the 
British camp. Our army consisted of 270 men of the 12th 
Regiment, with 1,500 Sepoys. On the morning of the 
31st Dec. the Dswaun's palace was taken possession of 
by another detachment; eight guns, all pointed towards 
the principal entrance, and each doubly charged with 
round and grape shot, were captured. It was a most for- 
tunate circumstance that the palace was not attempted 
the preceding night, for one discharge from these guns 
would have destroyed the whole detachment, as they must 
have marched up a short avenue fronting these engines of 
destruction. On the occupation of the palace, the detach- 
ment advanced towards the banks of the Backwater, where 
columns of the enemy were crossing to retake the palace. 
Major Hamilton (commanding our troops) arrived just 
as the Rajah's troops were mid- way over the ford. A 
smart fire of musketry commenced, and some showers of 
grape following, the enemy, after sustaining a heavy loss, 
regained the opposite shore, from which they kept up an 
incessant cannonade. Whilst this scene was acting about 
five mile? from ^e encampment (appearing, from the 



DIARY OF AN OFFICER. 143 

awful booming of tlie heavy ordnance, mucli more serious 
than it really was), the enemy had passed the Backwater 
in great force to intercept Major Hamilton's detachment. 
I was ordered with my company to attack them and 
join the major; this was effected without loss, for the 
Rajah's troops on the approach of the Europeans retired 
without firing a shot. I pursued them to the banks of the 
Backwater, where they were crowding into canoes for 
the purpose of returning to the opposite shore ; the surface 
of the water was beautifully animated by several hundreds 
of the little craft filled with troops. As they did not 
fire, I continued my route towards the major's detachment, 
but a few volleys of grape shot obliged me to shelter 
my men more inland amongst the cocoanut trees. Having 
joined Major Hamilton, I found him retiring, for, being 
separated from the enemy by an arm of the sea, which 
flowed through the beach and formed the Backwater, and 
under a heavy cannonade from the opposite peninsula, 
without a possibility of offering any effectual resistance, 
he had decided on returning to camp, though ignorant 
of the ambuscade intended for the destruction of his 
party until I apprised him of the menacing posture of 
affairs. He resumed his original position at the palace, 
and I rejoined the army without further interruptions. 
The situation of our encampment was on a small sandy 
plain, rather more than a mile in circumference, about 
four hundred yards from the sea, surrounded by a forest 
of lofty cocoanut trees; we had four 6-pound field-pieces, 
three of which were unserviceable, and mounted on sand- 
banks without carriages. The guns captured the preceding 
evening at the Dewan's palace were useless, as the calibre 
was not calculated for our shot. Towards evening, 31st 
December, an insulting message was delivered by the De- 
wan's herald that unless the Europeans were re-embarked 
immediately he would that night drive the English force 
into the sea, and if any were taken prisoners they should 
be trampled to death by elephants, and whilst the 
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conference with Colonel Chalmers was going on our pickets 
were driven in, and numerous battalions of the enemy 
appeared on all sides, indicating a combined attack. Flags 
flying from the cocoanut trees around, with distant mus- 
ketry, the spent balls falling rapidly among the English 
force, plainly denoted the commencement of a general 
action; had they persisted in this design, success 
must have attended the enterprise. We had only twelve 
hundred bayonets, with one 6-pounder, against 30,000 of 
the enemy, supported by numerous heavy artillery; the 
disparity of force was too obvious. At this perilous mo- 
ment a Sepoy, despatched by Major Hamilton, arrived, 
and mentioned that the Dewan's troops had crossed the 
different ferries on the Backwater and had entirely sur- 
rounded the palace. Under these circumstances, pressed 
on all sides by a powerful and vindictive foe, it was con- 
sidered judicious to retire from the encampment and take 
up a strong position on the left in the remains of an old 
Dutch fort at the extremity of the peninsula, about four 
miles distant, which had been dismantled, but still re- 
tained the advantage of a commanding situation. Two 
of the dismounted guns were replaced on the decayed car- 
riages, and at dusk our army proceeded towards the 
dilapidated fort; the camp was left standing for the 
purpose of deceiving the enemy ; the soldiers' caps, pockets, 
and pouches were filled with ball cartridges, and in passing 
the Dewan's palace the guns taken there were spiked 
by Hamilton, whose detachment now joined us in the 
retreat. Every precaution was adopted to prevent the 
annoyance of the force in its retrograde movement during 
the march to the fort, which lay through a heavy sandy 
road, lined on each side by mud walls, breast high, behind 
which an impenetrable forest of cocoanut trees secured us 
from any regular attack from the enemy. Loud shouts 
were distinctly heard around. However, about nine at 
night, after many awful halts, the force took up a position 
on the ruins of the rampart without impediment. Scarcelv 
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had we reached our destination when a tremendous storm 
arose, accompanied by torrents of rain, which continued 
the whole night, rendering the ammunition unserviceable, 
and the small arms completely rusty. The force being 
unsheltered and exposed to the full inclemency of the 
weather, so violent was this unseasonable storm (for it 
was the time of year when the season was proverbially mild 
on the Malabar coast) that the wrecks of several vessels 
were cast on shore, and the carcases of many wretched 
victims to the fury of the unrelenting element strewed 
the beach around the fort. Our poor soldiers, perched 
on the rocky fragments of the ramparts and exhausted 
by the incessant fatigue to which they had been subjected 
since debarkation, and yet labouring under the cramping 
effects of their miserably constrained position during three 
days' voyage, slept soundly amidst this jar of contending 
elements, officers and men lying indiscriminately together. 
As they thus slumbered the rain had completely saturated 
their caps and clothing; the cartridges were consequently 
dissolved, tinging their persons with the blackest hue, 
so that at the dawn of day, when the hats and caps were 
suddenly required and precipitately placed on the head, 
the Europeans were scarcely distinguishable from the Se- 
poys. During this miserable night I drank the contents 
of a whole bottle of brandy without the least ill effect 
— indeed, the preservation of my life may be justly attri- 
buted to the revivifying cordial. Soaked to the skin, and 
shivering on the rampart, exposed to the fury of the gale, 
nothing could exceed the misery of our deplorable situation. 
The morning of the 1st January, 1809, was ushered in 
by the most lamentable scenes than can be imagined. Let 
the man of feeling picture to himself a small dilapidated 
fort, a mile and a-half in extent, of triangidar shape, over 
two sides of which the ;?ea was dashing its raging billows 
with irrepressible fury, and on the ramparts fifteen hun- 
dred British troops, exposed to all the inclemency of a 
storm of wind and rain, beyond the comprehension of 
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those unaccustomed to a tropical climate ; fifteen thousand 
followers, principally the wives, children, and families 
of the Sepoys, occupying the area of the triangle (where 
they had sheltered themselves all night from the dread of 
a still more remorseless enemy), running about in the 
wildest confusion, and uttering the loudest lamentations 
of despair, which with the roaring of the sea, the wrecks 
and dead bodies scattered on the shore, and he will have 
a faint idea of one of the most impressive and terrific 
scenes that ever history recorded. At five o'clock the 
troops were paraded amidst torrents of rain, without a 
single dry cartridge to defend themselves from any attack 
In this hopeless predicament it was resolved to regain the 
ground of encampment at the point of the bayonet, and 
accordingly we moved off along the road we had traced the 
preceding evening. The van consisted of the four com- 
panies of H.M. 12th, pushed forward towards the Dewan's 
palace, which was re-occupied immediately. Just beyond 
this spot sixty or seventy of the dead bodies, interred on the 
night of the 30th December in superficial graves, were 
dragged out by the jackals, who were in the act of devour- 
ing the delicious repast as we hastily proceeded by the 
infected atmosphere. These animals interrupt the silence of 
night with the most hideous and appalling howling, assem- 
ble in numerous droves, and disinter bodies from the deep- 
est graves, satiating their voracity on the flesh, although in 
a state of the extremest putridity. These animals are more 
numerous in the vicinity of Quilon than I recollect in any 
part of India. When within a few hundred yards of the 
original ground of encampment, ten or twelve poor fisher- 
men rushed towards us, who had just had their noses and 
ears cut off, with faces streaming with blood ; the Dewan's 
spies had detected them selling fish to our troops, and this 
mutilation was the brutal punishment inflicted. From 
these wretched objects it was ascertained that the Rajah's 
army had been deceived the preceding evening by otir retro- 
grade movement, suspecting our sudden departure as a 
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ruse de guerre to attack them in some unexpected quarter 
during the night; the enemy had consequently concen- 
trated their whole force on the opposite bank of the Back- 
water, at least five miles distant. On this information our 
little force soon reached camp, but a scene of desolation 
presented itself, almost as distressing as that so recently 
abandoned; every marquee and tent was level with the 
ground; boxes and liquor cases broken open; wearing 
apparel and empty bottles scattered in all directions. The 
depredators were but too evident, as many of them were 
lying about in the most beastly state of intoxication and 
insensibility; the more prudent, but not less iniquitous, 
had escaped with the more valuable portion of the articles. 
However, on mustering these miscreants (our own camp 
followers) we fortunately recovered the principal part of 
our clothes, but the wine, brandy and gin were irrecover- 
ably gone. The magazine and all public stores remained 
uninjured and precisely in the state they were abandoned 
the preceding evening. As the English force was des- 
titute of every species of conveyance, especially the Euro- 
peans who had so recently landed, all their baggage had 
been left to the mercy of the enemy, and several officers 
possessed only the wet clothes on their backs; this evil 
was, however, soon remedied by the generous contribu- 
tions of those who had not sustained such severe loss. 
Whilst busily employed in regulating our encampment, an 
ostentatious flag of truce arrived from the enemy, with 
propositions of the most insulting description, no less than 
the surrender of the British force, and that vessels should 
be provided for immediate embarkation, without which we 
were to suffer complete annihilation, as the forces of the 
Rajah of Cochin had united with those of Travancore, 
thus augmenting the confederate army to 60,000 men I 
Our danger was certainly imminent, and Colonel Chal- 
mers returned a temporizing reply to these menaces, which 
produced a partial suspension of hostilities. On the 6tli 
January the Dewan forwarded a dispatch from the 
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Q-over nor- General to Sir George Barlow, Governor of 
Madras, expressive of a decided disapprobation of invading 
the territories of the Rajah of Travancore. This letter had 
been originally forwarded by Colonel Macauley, Resident 
at Cochin, to Colonel Chalmers, and so arranged that it 
might be seized by the Dewan's spies; it was actually 
intercepted and opened by him, and on conviction that 
our Government was averse to warfare, had suspended his 
meditated attack until the morning of the 7th. The Resi- 
dent at Cochin, well aware of the perilous situation of the 
diminutive force of English at Quilon, had ingeniously 
contrived to mislead the enemy by this insidious experi- 
ment. At six o'clock the sandy plain on which we were 
encamped was surrounded by the confederate forces, and 
at least thirty guns were plainly distinguished among the 
cocoanut trees. Our tents being struck, and the line 
drawn up judiciously to oppose this hostile indication, at 
this instant an elephant was seen emerging from the con- 
fines of the wood, striding over the plain, most gorgeously 
caparisoned, a howdah on its back, with a distinguished 
chief called the Coodry-poochy (or Master of the Cavalry). 
An aide-de-camp from Colonel Chambers advanced to a 
conference. This chief demanded in an insolent and 
haughty style an explanation of the unaccountable conduct 
of the EngHsh in landing Europeans in Travancore contrary 
to treaty and in violation of the sentiments expressed in the 
Governor-Generars letter? pompously enumerating the 
strength of the Rajah's army, and full determination of 
attacking our force, if not withdrawn in the course of the 
day. Colonel Chalmers merely replied that he had not 
the power of entering into any political discussion, and 
requested a suspension of hostilities until final arrange- 
ments could be proposed by the British Resident, intimating 
that he had positive orders to respect the Rajah's troops 
unless he was attacked. In the course of the morning a 
letter was received from the Dewan expressing his irre- 
vocable determination of attacking the British the following 
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day. Timidity and irresolution existed on both sides, 
but the perilous position of our little force admitted some 
apology for equivocation, and we were rejoiced to observe 
the multitude of the enemy retiring from the woods to a 
more respectful distance. Whilst they were moving off, 
our remaining fleet of patamars was discovered, augmented 
to the number of fifteen or twenty. The 18th Eegiment 
of Native Infantry had embarked at Cannanore and 
joined the six companies of o\ir regiment at Cochin; 
these vessels soon anchored, and the troops disembarked 
the same evening, with four 9-pounder field-pieces and a 
howitzer. This seasonable acquisition infused fresh courage 
into our exhausted troops, who had been seven days and 
nights under arms ! Our army now amounted to upwards 
of three thousand effective men, seven hundred of whom 
were Europeans. Fifty men of the 12th Regiment had 
been left at Cochin for the protection of the Resident, 
Colonel Macauley, as an attempt had been made to assas- 
sinate him. On our first four patamars passing Cochin, 
many covered boats were lying in a creek not a mile dis- 
tant from the Residency, filled with armed men for the 
puipose of a concerted attack on the colonel's person, and 
it appears a singular anomaly that he should have been so 
deficient in authentic intelligence as to be totally ignorant 
of transactions agitating so close to the very place he had 
selected himself, as combining security with facility of 
action. Had he been aware of this premeditated treachery, 
he would not have evinced such anxiety for the speedy 
departiQ'e of the four companies of the 12th, who ap- 
peared almost designed by Providence for his protection. 
The Resident's most confidential servants were implica- 
ted in the plot, as they hourly communicated with the 
Rajah's Sepoys, secreted in the covered boats; the arrival 
and departure of the Europeans were perfectly understood, 
which will account for the determined confidence with 
which they persisted in quest of the object of their revenge. 
The Travancoreans were influenced bv sentiments of 
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peculiar inveteracy towaids the Resident, whom they con- 
sidered as the author of the existing troubles, and in whose 
death they anticipated the happiest results, forgetting in 
their native ignorance that this outrage would effectually 
preclude the possibility of amicable adjustment. Another 
remarkable occurrence also escaped the Resident's observa- 
tion. On the evening of the 28th December, as he was in- 
dulging in social intercourse with a few select friends after 
dinner, a native was introduced who possessed several tame 
hawks, which by a variety of tricks afforded infinite amuse- 
ment to the jovial party; several pebbles were thrown up 
and arrested in the air by the rapid flight of the birds; 
although the attention of the guests was principally 
directed to the pastime, yet the commanding mien and 
scrutinizing observation of the man was not totally disre- 
garded ; it was remarked on his retiring, that a performance 
of this description had never previously been exhibited 
at Cochin, and admiration was expressed at the superior, 
dignified countenance and stature of the native; no sus- 
picion was, however, entertained of the probability of any 
extraordinary event arising from so apparently trivial a 
circumstance. It was afterwards ascertained that this 
very individual was one of the leading characters of the 
force destined for the attack on the Resident's person. At 
12 o'clock the same night a partial fire of musketry was 
heard proceeding from the colonel's body-guard, consisting 
of a few Sepoys, several of whom were killed, and the 
remainder soon overpowered by numbers. This slight 
resistance, although ineffectual, gave timely notice to the 
Resident, who, roused from his sleep by the noise of the 
conflict, opened a window, enquiring the cause of the firing, 
when he was most disagreeably saluted by a volley of mus- 
ketry, upwards of twenty balls penetrating the Venetian 
blinds of the very window he had opened; this species 
of reply to his enquiries could not be misunderstood, and 
convinced him no time was to be lost in effecting a retreat. 
A party of the foe was already at the door, demanding 
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admission and using every exertion to force it open ; hastily 
revolving innumerable plans of no use, his fertile imagina- 
tion suggested one as infallible, that of descending into the 
hole of a privy situated at an inconsiderable distance from 
liis bed-chamber. Eligible as this resolution might have ap- 
peared to the agitated Resident, it was certainly a disgust- 
ing refuge, a lamentable and awkward predicament for a 
British Resident ! To this high-flavoured sanctuary he 
was, however, indebted for the preservation of his exis- 
tence ; scarcely had he ensconced himself, when the doors of 
his mansion were forced open. Every mode the ingenuity 
and cunning of the natives could devise was resorted 
to, in full expectation of ultimately securing the object 
of their detestation and sacrificing him to their fury. 
Rooms and closets underwent the minutest examination, 
nor did they omit an inspection of the place of his actual 
retirement — on© of them even thrust a torch down the hole, 
but, by a most miraculous intervention of good fortune the 
Resident remained undiscovered; thus disappointed, they 
dashed the trunks, globe lamps, and other costly furniture 
of the proprietor to atoms. They then attacked another 
house, in which the Resident sometimes resided, at this 
time occupied by an inoffensive German in the employ- 
ment of the Company ; he barricaded the doors and offered 
a resolute resistance, but his efforts would have been in- 
effectual, had not the arrival of several boats at the mouth of 
the river, represented as filled with Europeans, spread such 
terror amongst the assailants that they precipitately re- 
tired; the old German, having overheard their conversa- 
tion and aware of the cause of sudden retreat, availed him- 
self of the occasion to effect his escape and communicate 
intelligence of this fortunate event to the agitated Resi- 
dent, who without purification procured a canoe and was 
received with every demonstration of commiseration which 
his recent misfortune entitled him to, on board a patamar, 
five of which, with a proportion of the 12th Regiment, had 
so opportunely arrived, thus releasing him from durance 
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vile, and never was the acceptation of the term more appro- 
priately exemplified! Several of the patamars had been 
dashed to pieces on a sand-bank near Cochin, in the gale 
of the 29th December; the troops waded to shore, with- 
out the loss of a single man. Two patamars were missing, 
supposed to have foundered in the gale. Howev<>r, just 
as the remainder of the regiment was quitting Cochin, 
one of them appeared and accompanied the fleet to Quilon. 

Never were troops more scantily attended or equipped 
than the army in Quilon, not a single bullock or convey- 
ance for guns or baggage of any description ; thus we were 
exposed to the united efforts of the armed population of 
Cochin and Travancore, without the possibility of retalia- 
tion, in the event of obtaining any partial success, which 
could not be taken advantage of, for want of carriage. As 
the remaining companies of the 12th Regiment were land- 
ing, the enemy made some movements in front, in order to 
prevent the operation, but such was the activity and exer- 
tion of the boatmen that the whole force was safely on shore 
by six o'clock in the evening. We now reposed in 
perfect confidence, striking the tents at three o'clock every 
morning, the troops resting on their arms until daylight, 
when line was formed in preparation for any attack the 
enemy might contemplate, and this plan was pursued with 
undeviating uniformity until the cessation of hostilities, 
a period of three months. The troops were fully occupied 
until the 12th inst. in landing stores and artillery, which 
latter, from the small size of the canoes, was impracticable ; 
fortunately the " Piedmontaise " frigate arrived, and with 
the assistance of her boats the object was accomplished. 
Captain Foote, having tendered any further service, pro- 
ceeded with Colonel Macauley, the Resident, who was on 
board, to reconnoitre the enemy's positions on the coast. 
In passing near Anjenga, the frigate was attacked by nearly 
two hundred canoes filled with armed men; as the wind 
had ceased almost to a perfect calm, they safely approached 
the vessel, but when near enough to feel the effects of 
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grape shot, a whole broadside was poured amongst them, 
destroying at least forty canoes, dispersing the remainder, 
and covering the sea with dead bodies. From motives of 
humanity a repetition of the iron shower was not resorted 
to, or nearly the whole squadron might have been exter- 
minated. Poor devils, they had no more idea of the tre- 
mendous battery of a frigate than the savages of America, 
for they had actually contemplated the capture of the 
vessel ! During the Resident's short visit to Quilon, he 
had officially notified to Colonel Picton the melancholy fate 
of the patamar supposed to have foundered in the gale, oi^ 
board of which were 33 men and the second sergt-major 
of the 12th Regiment (Sergt. Tillesley) ; they had escaped 
the fury of the storm, and anchored in the roads of Aleppi, 
which was unfortunately taken for those of Quilon. Canoes 
pushing off from shore, they landed without hesitation 
or suspicion, rejoiced to be relieved from their miserable 
and dangerous confinement. On reaching the bazaar, they 
were informed that the British army was only five miles 
distant ; having deposited the arms in a large room, pointed 
out as the temporary barracks for the Europeans, they 
afterwards strolled about the town, and the inhabitants 
supplying them with arrack free of expense, they all soon 
became intoxicated, and extended in the streets in a com- 
plete inanimate state, and were thus secured by the Travan- 
coreans, who first cruelly broke their wrists, and then, 
tightly tying their arms behind them and neck and knees 
together, plunged them headlong into a deep, unwhole- 
some dungeon. In this shocking condition they remained 
four days and nights, and, on the fifth morning taken sepa- 
rately, in a deplorable state of exhaustion, to the Back- 
water, about three miles distant (surrounded by the ex- 
ulting populace), where it was many fathoms deep ; heavy 
stones were then attached to the neck of each helpless 
wretch, who was instantly hurled into the water amidst 
the barbarous shouts and music of the remorseless natives ! 
The second sergt-major was the last victim to this 
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unprecedented tragedy; he repeatedly called for a sword, 
that he might die like a soldier, but all in vain ; ho was 
precipitated, in spite of cries and struggles, into the watery 
grave already shared by his miserable comrades. These 
particulars were communicated by a cook boy, who had 
accompanied the detachment and had been an eye-witness 
of the whole inhuman transaction. Aleppi is 30 miles 
from Quilon. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

AT two o'clock in the mormng of the 15th January, 1809, 
a cloud of hissing rockets was thrown into camp, fol- 
lowed by a discharge of artillery from the front and both 
flanks. I leaped from my rattan couch, as several cannon 
balls passed through the marquee, one striking the 
couch from which I had the instant before risen, and 
dashing it to pieces. The whole power of the enemy's 
guns was directed towards the Europeans, whose situa- 
tion they had minutely ascertained, and before the 
12th Regiment could wheel into line several men fell 
dead ; the intervals between the companies were literally 
ploughed by cannon balls. The sandy particles of the 
ground driven into the faces of the soldiers, so confused 
them that much difiiculty was experienced in forming 
line. So completely had the range of our regiment been 
taken that it became indispensably necessary to advance at 
least a hundred paces, before we were clear of this terrific 
cannonade. The night was exceedingly dark, and the 
enemy still continued to fire on the exact spot from which 
we had advanced, until the light of morning exposed the fresh 
position of the British army. It appeared that the Dewan 
had advanced his guns during the night, with profound 
silence, to within a quarter of a mile of our encampment, an 
operation easily effected under cover of the dense forest of 
cocoanut trees that surrounded the British force, not one 
of which had yet been felled, from motives of respect to the 
enemy's religious prejudices, who are peculiarly attached 
to their preservation, considering the destruction of a single 
tree as a crime of the most unpardonable nature. The onset 
was so sudden, and proceeding from so many directions, that 
no decisive plan of operation could possibly be adopted until 
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the enemy's position was reconnoitred. At six o'clock (after 
three hours' cannonade from at least 40 pieces of ordnance 
showering round and grape shot on the encampment, pierc- 
ing almost every tent, and some literally torn to pieces by 
the innumerable balls passing through them) daylight now 
enabled the British commander to make arrangements of 
defence. Five companies of the 12th, with a battalion of 
Sepoys advanced to the front attack, a similar proportion to 
the left flank, and a battalion of Sepoys to the right. At 
this moment our pickets came rushing in, followed closely 
by the enemy. Colonel Picton, who directed the front line, 
charged them at the point of the bayonet, but on entering 
the wood, two guns opened on him, killing 20 grenadiers ; 
the guns were however captured, the gunners bravely de- 
fending them until bayoneted on the spot. Unceasing volleys 
of musketry were interchanged in this quarter, whilst 
Colonel Chalmers, commanding the left attack, was advanc- 
ing into action. I was in this division, and we halted 
to give the enemy a round of grape in reply to several 18- 
pounders which annoyed us exceedingly. As nine artillery- 
men were dragging the field-piece into position, a ball struck 
the first man at the rope near the hip, and carried off the 
lower extremities from the bodies of the»eight men in his rear. 
We had not more than 30 artillerymen in our whole army, 
this was therefore! a most serious loss, and deprived the left 
flank attack of all aid from the gun during the battle. 
I was ordered to advance with my company towards a low 
sandhill, from whence several guns were vomiting their 
iron showers, committing sad havoc among our men; my 
brave fellows pushed on, and in five minutes the battery was 
in our possession, with loss of two killed and my lieutenant 
slightly wounded, a round shot passing between his thighs, 
slightly grazing both of them. I maintained my position 
until joined by the rest of the division, in spite of many 
thousand archers, whose arrows were bristling about us like 
the short straws of a stubble-field. The battle now raged on 
all sides. The right attack was but feebly opposed, the 
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battalion of Sepoys in that quarter, having lined the banks 
of a ditch, kept the enemy at bay ; they had, however, intro- 
duced themselves into our encampment along the seashore, 
and wild shouts of success soon announced that all oui' bag- 
gage was captured, and the British force completely sur- 
rounded. For several hours the roar of cannon and peals of 
musketry were incessant, the enemy bravely contesting every 
inch of ground, nothing appearing to intimidate them but 
the charge of the Europeans. The five companies of the 12th 
of the left attack gallantly pursued a large body through 
the woods, when a battery of four guns opened on their rear 
from the opposite side of a low marshy ground several 
hundred yards to the left ; a causeway of four feet wide was 
the only mode of approach to the battery, which Colonel 
Chalmers determined to storm ; our five companies retraced 
their steps under a heavy fire from this formidable obstacle, 
and on arriving at the near side of the causeway, observed 
at least 10,000 of the Rajah's Sepoys drawn up on the oppo- 
site bank in support of the guns. Although by no means of 
a desponding disposition, I could not view this disparity of 
our force without certain disagreeable sensations ; even the 
veteran Chalmers hesitated. The Sepoys again joining who 
we had left in the rear for the protection of the captured 
guns, the command "Charge, 12th!" was given. I 
was the leading officer and rushed forward at the 
head of my company (the causeway admitting a for- 
mation of four deep only), followed by the rest of the 
division; the battery of four guns was immediately in 
front, the enemy's Sepoys a few yards to the left. One 
volley from such numbers was sufficient to have anni- 
hilated us ; as we advanced at full speed they appeared panic- 
struck, gave one loud shout of " The Europeans, the Euro- 
peans ! " and disappeared amidst the trees without firing a 
single shot ; the battery was also deserted, as I mounted the 
eminence on which it was erected, where some dozens of 
mangled corpses were extended around. We pursued the 
fugi+iv^s, but a few straggling shots were the only indication 
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of the proximity of an enemy in tliis quarter. The fire was 
still brisk where Colonel Picton was engaged, we therefore 
recrossed the causeway to his support, but observing the for- 
lorn situation of our encampment crowded by the enemy, 
who were plundering and unprepared for an attack, we 
charged in amongst them, and such a scene of slaughter 
ensued as no pen can describe. They fought desperately, man 
to man, foot to foot ; all was one wild confusion. They were at 
least ten times our numerical strength, but at length victory 
crowned our efforts, and they abandoned the encampment 
and the principal part of the baggage, but in this conflict 
our troops had sufEered too severely to return to the assistance 
of Colonel Picton, who was yet fighting in front. His gallant 
division did not fortunately require our aid, or the battle 
might have terminated to the disadvantage of the British. 
He had successfully resisted every attack and taken ten guns 
after seven hours' hard fighting, and just as our division had 
driven the enemy from the camp, he had stormed several 
houses occupied by the Rajah's troops, every one of whom 
perished; one house, in particular, offered such a resolute 
resistance that it was fired after an ineffectual offer of quarter, 
and not a soul escaped. Our soldiers were animated with a 
degree of fury beyond any I have ever known ; as they 
charged they encouraged each other by the expression of 
" Remember Aleppi, my boys ! " and one of them plunged 
His bayonet with such force through the body of a Travan- 
corean that it remained firmlv fixed in the back-bone, from 
which in his hurry he could not withdraw it, he therefore 
unfixed it, leaving the carcase in that state. The Sepoys 
emulated the Europeans in this day's glorious action by 
various remarkable instances of bravery. In almost ever}' 
charge with the bayonet they were close by our side, 
cheering on with the usual exclamation of "Ding I 
ding ! " or *' Charge ! charge ! " A languid fire of 
musketry was now kept up by the enemy, who by five 
o'clock in the afternoon had disappeared, leaving 1,500 
dead and upwards of 2,000 wounded on the field of 
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battle. The battalion of Sepoys that defended the right 
flank of our line had conducted themselves gloriously, having 
captured four small field-pieces and repulsed the enemy with 
considerable slaughter ; this was an unparalleled instance of 
gallantry in a native corps unsupported by Europeans, 
except a few artillerymen, who served the gun attached to 
the battalion. The loss of the British was under 200, with 
only four officers wounded, two of whom belonged to the 12th 
Regiment. It is necessary to observe that the English force 
in this conflict had encountered the impetuous efforts of an 
unconquered people, who a few years before had successfully 
repulsed the invading army of Tippoo Saib. The Nairs or 
Travancoreans may be justly considered the bravest race in 
the peninsula of India, and had their knowledge of military 
tactics equalled their natural animal courage, the East India 
Company could never have conquered this inaccessible 
country. The Dewan, previous to this action, had issued 
especial directions for the destruction of every European, 
and all prisoners were to be bound neck and knees together 
and cast into the sea. Many thousand natives had ropes tied 
round their waists for the purpose ; some of these were lying 
wounded, and explained the intended use of the cords. In 
the course of the evening I took a survey of the field of battle ; 
the dreadful realities of war and all its concomitant miseries 
were never more fearfully displayed; the enchantment of 
the word glory may, at a distance, delude us poor mortals, 
but we cannot be dazzled or deceived on the fatal plain where 
the wretched victims of ambition are writhing and groaning 
life away. But brevity is my motto, and I will merely de- 
scribe a few of the shocking wounds I observed : one man 
both thighs shot away yet still alive ; another both eyes shot 
out ; others with legs, arms, and thighs wounded and the 
splintered bones protruding through the flesh in various 
directions ; as to heads and bodies dashed to pieces, this was a 
happy fate to that of the mutilated wretches who were 
all crying in a feeble voice for water. One poor fellow in par- 
ticular attracted my notice ; his face was completely carried 
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away, and nothing visible but a small hole, once forming the 
back part of his mouth ; he was leaning against a tree point- 
ing to the orifice, intimating a desire for water, which I my- 
self poui'ed into it from a small leathern bottle having a 
tin pipe attached to it; he was taken to the hospital 
tent, but died in a few hours. Bellum ! horridum helium ! 
the Latin poet expressively denominates it, and doubly 
hojTid when opposed to barbarians, who recognise neither 
the laws of honom* nor humanity. 

As I was survepng these spectacles of wretched mortality, 
my beautiful little spaniel came frisking and fawning at my 
feet, then jumped up, placing its paws against my knees, then 
ran off a few yards and again returned, repeating this several 
times. I followed liim to the site where my marquee had 
stood prior to the battle, but dragged many yards from thence 
by the enemy ; the dog began scratching the sand and then 
ran to a chatty or large earthern cooking vessel lying upsiHe 
down ; I kicked the chatty over, and under it recognised the 
black head of my dabash or principal servant buried up to the 
chin in the sand ; with this dirty black pot he had covered 
his head and thus escaped detection. I extricated him from 
this living grave, on which he pointed out several places 
where he had also buried all my trunks, and the carcase of 
a fat calf that had been killed and skinned in my tent, the 
(» veiling before ; to the latter object my sagacious little dog 
had directed all his attention. I presume the natural instinx^t 
arising fi*om a good appetite produced this excitement, 
rather than any remarkable instance of sagacity. Having 
disinterred my baggage, re-erected my marquee and cooked 
a piece of veal, several of my acquaintances assisted me in 
doing justice to the fatted caK, which was soon divided 
amongst them, and stewed down to curries, our invariable 
food in camp. 

In the course of this night a heavy fall of rain took place, 
which destroyed many of the wounded who were left on the 
field. So improvident had the Government been, that the 
force was not supplied with a single dooly, consequently the 
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wounded were all borne to the hospital tent on the shoulders 
of their comrades. The soldiers were by no means insensible 
to this shameful neglect, observing " that they were always 
ready to perform their duty for the honour of BLis Majesty, 
and wished only to be treated as Christians and not as 
dogs ! '' — alluding to the helpless condition of those who 
lay weltering in blood without prospect of removal or sur- 
gical aid. Had the force been properly supplied with 
common conveyance we could have pursued the advantages 
of our victory the following day; but there we remained, 
without a single beast of burden and exposed to the con- 
tinual assaults of the enemy, who were perfectly apprised of 
our helpless condition, and resorted to every means of 
annoyance by day and night ; sometimes our army was three 
or four times under arms during the 24 hours, these false 
attacks being repeated by successive parties of the Bajah's 
troops, in order to harass us as much as possible, to tame the 
indomitable spirit of the Europeans. The following order 
was issued by Colonel Chalmers on this brilliant occasion : — 

"Quilon, Jan. 16th, 1809. 
" D. M. 0. — ^It is with the greatest satisfaction that Lieut.- " 
Colonel Chalmers congratulates the troops that he has the 
honour to command on the glorious success obtained yester- 
day against the attack of an enemy whose force did not 
amount to less than 30,000 men. He begs leave to offer his 
most particular thanks to Lieut. -Colonel Picton, who com- 
manded in front with a wing of His Majesty's 12th Regi- 
ment, and to the officers, and non-commissioned officers, 
whose gallantry and high discipline have on all occasions 
appeared conspicuous. He begs leave to offer his thanks 
to Major Muirhead and to the European and Native 
officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the 2nd 
battalion 18th Regiment, as also to Captain Newhall 
and the officers both European and Native, and to 
che non-commissioned officers and Sepoys of the 1st 
battalion 4th Regiment, for thf gallantry with which they 
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repulsed the attack made on them. Lieut. -Colonel Chalmers 
begs leave to offer his thanks to Major Hamilton, who 
commanded on the left with a wing of His Majesty's 12th 
Regiment, and to the officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates, whose gallant conduct needs no further comment 
than that they belonged to His Majesty's 12th Regiment. 
Captain Mackintosh and Lieutenant Lindsay of the Artillery 
are also thanked, and Captain Pepper of the 13th Native 
Infantry." 

We learnt from some of the prisoners that the 
four first companies of Europeans landed were to have been 
massacred the night of their arrival, ^ut the plot was frus- 
trated by the spirited conduct of Captain Clapham at the 
Dewan's palace. The English now divested themselves of 
all false delicacy for the religious prejudices of the natives, 
and the axe was applied without ceremony to every cocoa- 
nut-tree that impeded our operations. Three large batteries 
were erected, and the 26 fine guns taken placed in them ; 
thus these venerated trees became one of our principal 
sources of defence, independent of which they afforded a 
most nutritious vegetable to the troops. At the summit of 
each tree a species of cabbage grows, of a porous, succulent 
nature, and when just detached (which operation requires 
the force of an axe) its flavour resembles that of the finest 
filbert, and when boiled that of a cauliflower, the size vary- 
ing according to the bulk of the tree ; it is generally from 
three to four feet long and two in circiunference. As no 
other vegetable was procurable at Quiloa, th's substitute 
was a most acceptable and unexpected luxur^^. 

On the 18th a heavy cannonade was heard in the direction 
of Aleppi, and a few hours after the " Piedmontaise " 
frigate was again anchored off Quilon with the Resident on 
board. As all communication had been rejected at Aleppi, 
Captain Foote had cannonaded the town, as an intimation 
that the barbarous murder of the 33 men of the 12th was not 
forgotten. On the arrival of the Resident, he immediately 
addressed to Colonel Chalmers the following letter: — 
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Circular. 
" Sir, — ^I liad the honour of receiving your short note oi 
the 15th, acquainting me with the brilliant and glorious 
conflict of that aay with the united forces of the Bewan ; this 
important intelligence was without a moment's delay for- 
warded to Government. Whilst at sea I received your letter 
of the 16th, communicating the details of that victory, an 
achievement that reflects signal honour on the discipline and 
animated valour of the troops under your personal com- 
mand, and sheds fresh lustre on the British arms. I beg 
leave to offer you ^nd the officers and men of the force serving' 
in Travancore my cordial congratulations upon an event so 
highly honourable and beneficial to themselves and to the 
public interest. The details were also transmitted without 
delay to the honourable the Governor in Council, who will, 
no doubt, be disposed in his discharge of the obligations of 
public duty on this occasion to regard you and the troops 
under your command on the 15th instant as well entitled to 
the public gratitude and applause. 

"(Signed) C. MACAULEY, Resident." 

Captain Foote announced to Colonel Picton that he had, 
with the assistance of Lieutenant Gilmore, commanding a 
small cruiser, completely destroyed the whole of the enemy's 
vessels in the Port of Aleppi, upset the guns in their bat- 
teries, and set fire to part of the town, the troops drawn up 
on the beach receiving several broadsides of grape from the 
frigate, which dispersed them in the greatest confusion, with 
a loss of some hundreds killed and wounded. 

Another tragical event was communicated by the Resi- 
dent. Colonel Chalmers, at the commencement of hostilities, 
had forwarded his wife and her two children (by a former 
marriage) lirom Quilon to Cochin, under the escort of Sur- 
geon Hume, by the Backwater. On the passage they were 
taken prisoners by a detachment of the Dewan's army, but 
after thirty hours' confinement Mrs. Chalmers and her family 
were permitted to proceed, suffering most indecent verbal 

L 2 



164 VIAUY OF AN OFFICEB. 

abuse, and reached Cochin in safety. Mr. ITnme was de- 
tained three days, and then told he might depart. Con- 
ceiving himself at liberty he walked off, but ere he had 
proceeded many yards, several shots were fired at him, one 
of which took enect and brought him to the ground. In 
this state he begged for a drink of water, and a green cocoa- 
nut was presented him filled with its milk, but as he was 
pouring it into his mouth, and held his head back for the 
purpose, one of the savages struck him across the throat with 
the edge of his sword, and nearly smote the head from the 
body. This act was merciful, had they not mutilated the 
carcase in a manner too horrible to relate, and then scattered 
the remnants as food for vultures and jackals. 

On the 22nd Januarj^ we received information that the 
detachment of fifty men of the 12th, under Lieutenant 
Thompson, left at Cochin for the defence of the town, had 
been attacked by the troops of the Rajah of that country. 
The fortifications of the place having long been blown up 
and dismantled, the enemy entered the streets from every 
quarter, driving some hundreds of the Company's Sepoys 
before them at daylight on the 19th January, and estab- 
lished themselves in full possession of the town, except the 
quarter where the detachment of the 12th was posted. Here 
our flying Sepoys rallied under the command of Major 
Hewitt, and, led on again by the Europeans, a dreadful con- 
flict of many hours occurred in the streets. No sooner was 
the enemy driven out of one street than they assembled in 
another; nothing, however, could resist the charge of the 
English bayonet. At length Lieutenant Thompson of the 
12th fell pierced with wounds; one ball entered his faco 
just below the left eye, penetrating the cheek bone, passing 
rlirougli the roof of the mouth, and lodging in the back of 
liis neck, four of the fingers of his left hand were shot off, 
and a ball through each thigh. Fifteen of the men of his 
detachment also fell. Captain Read of the 17th Native 
Infantry was shot through the head. The Sepoys now began 
to waver, and many threw away their arms and military 
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clotliing, appearing in the simple dress of the common native 
(a scanty cloth tied round the loins, pecidiar to the peaceable 
inhabitants of India), in order to impress the enemy with 
an idea that they were common coolies, under which dis- 
guise they hoped to escape the anticipated massacre. The 
undaunted firmness of Major Hewitt, and the conspicuous 
prowess of the remaining Europeans soon changed the aspect 
of affairs, infusing renewed confidence through the ranks. 
Order was once more restored, and those who had shamefully 
deserted their post again eagerly joined their companies, 
officers being too seriously occupied to notice individual 
misconduct. The 2nd Battalion 17th Native Infantry 
engaged had but recently been levied, which in somo 
measure palliates this deficiency of intrepidity, which in an 
old corps might have been considered an indelible disgrace. 
The first essay of the best trained troops in an action, where 
the numerical strength is so obviously in favour of the 
enemy, generally depresses the spirits and causes temporary 
irresolution. The gallant 12th, heading every charge, at 
length cleared the streets of Cochin, impetuously pursuing 
the advantage to the open country ; but here, several bat- 
teries opening on them, they were compelled to take refuge 
behind the ruins of the walls of the town, which had been 
dismantled and blown up some years before by the English, 
when the place was taken from the Dutch. Two giins 
brought close to the walls fell into the Europeans' posses- 
sion, which they dragged into the streets in spite of a heavy 
cannonade. The Rajah of Cochin, having coalesced with 
the Dewan of Travancore, had advanced with 4,000 men, 
supported by ten guns, to take Cochin, and the enterprise 
was certainly carried into execution with unusual gallantry 
by the Palliate (or Dewan of the Cochin Eajah), who led on 
the attack. The plan was to have annihilated every soul 
in the town. The inhabitants gratefully acknowledged the 
services of the 12th, whose exertions and courage saved them 
from the contemplated massacre; 300 Company's Sepoys 
against 4,000 of the enemy, armed and disciplined like 
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themselves, would have easily been overpowered, but the 
stimulating energy of this handful of Europeans (of whose 
presence the Palliate was ignorant, understanding they had 
all embarked for Quilon) changed the fortune of the day, 
and preserved the place fi^om a melancholy scene of indis- 
criminate slaughter. Barricades were now thrown up at 
the entrance of each street to prevent the effects of enfilade, 
as the enemy continued a furious cannonade ; and in this 
situation they remained several days, until the arrival of 
the " Piedmontaise " frigate and a Bombay cruiser relieved 
them from their difficulties. The cruiser, on entering the 
port, ran aground on a sandbank; the enemy, taking ad- 
vantage of the circumstance, poured volleys of grape and 
musketry into her, so that after fruitless efforts to extricate 
the vessel they were at length reluctantly compelled to 
abandon her. A bar at the entrance of the river prevented 
the frigate's co-operation. Whether the loss of the cruiser 
affected the spirits of Lieut. Gilmore, her commander, or 
some other latent cause excited him to insanity, was never 
ascertained. His recent misfortune might have been the 
cause, as he immediately became gloomy and despondent, 
and in three davs after the event terminated his existence, 
by applying a pistol to his head and blowing out his brains. 
It was confidently reported that he committed this rash act 
in consequence of some misunderstanding and altercation 
with rai)t. Footc, who had severely reproved him for un- 
justly abusing a Sepoy who was on duty. On the loss of the 
cruiser, the boats of the frigate were actively employed in 
landing part of the crew with two 18-pounders; which 
liaving been mounted on an eminence, the enemy's can- 
nonade was returned with some effect. Just at this time 
two G-pounders fortunately arrived from Calicut, accom- 
panied by a detachment of artillery, which enabled the 
British to act offensively. The Palliate (who had been in- 
stigated by the Dewan to join in the war against the Com- 
pany) now made overtures of a pacific nature, a proposition, 
under the existing state of affairs, too satisfactory to be 
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neglected. A negotiation was therefore commenced, and 
speedily terminated on the most advantageous basis for the 
interests of the Company. The Cochin troops were immedi- 
ately disbanded and separated from those of Travancore. 
On their march afterwards through the Cochin country, they 
were guilty of the most horrible excesses, massacring a 
thousand native Christians and several Portuguese priests, 
who had sought sanctuary with their proselytes in a church ; 
they were surrounded by these disbanded miscreants, and 
burnt without mercy. The inoffensive inhabitants were also 
doomed to suffer every indignity of wanton cruelty from 
these bands of lawless banditti, and the innumerable dead 
bodies floating down the river by Cochin evinced but too 
clearly the agitating desolation carrying on in the interior 
of the country ; I willingly abstain from enumerating all 
the horrors that ensued in consequence of the political 
arrangements of the Eesident, and once more return to a 
detail of the operations at Quilon. 
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CllAPTEIl XVI. 

THE termination of the confederacy of tlie two Rajahs 
relieved the British force at Quilon from the effects 
of the operation of at least 10,000 men, who were now with- 
drawn by the Rajah of Cochin, from the Dewan's army. 
The enemy, notwithstanding, attacked our pickets daily, 
driving in the working parties, and giving ns nightly alerts 
without intermission, so that an intrenchment round the 
camp was considered indispensable, where the troops could 
repose free from danger, and even in this snug berth a stray 
shot from the woods would sometimes find a victim. This 
nightly bivouac was attended with intolerable suffering; 
the men cold, shivering and wet to the skin from the intense 
dew which fell like thick light rain, dispelled only by the 
morning sun. The sudden transition from cold to heat 
affected the troops with inveterate dysentery, so that the 
hospital soon became crowded with patients. We had by 
constant labour cleared a considerable extent of ground, by 
felling the cocoa trees around, which at length gave our 
batteries a full command of a large sandy plain some dis- 
tance beyond the wood, where immense bodies of the 
enemy's infantry were encamped just beyond the range of 
our guns. In addition to our privations we were now 
menaced by a still more serious caJajoiity — that of famine. 
All the little bullocks running wild about the woods were 
soon consumed, as also the scanty provision of stores landed 
with the army; every article of provision was excessively 
dear, and at length nothing but "paddy,'' or rice in the 
husk, was issued for the nourishment of the troops. On 
the 28th January, 1809, a supply of various descriptions 
arrived on board some patamars, expedited by the inde- 
fatigable exertions of Mr. Baber, collector of Tellicherry, 
who may be justly esteemed the saviour of this little 
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deserted army, thus preserving them from the most terrible 
of all disasters. John Bull never fights so well as when the 
inward man is properly fortified; scanty meals, in which 
musket balls were not unfrequently forcibly inserted, did 
not promote the health or spirits of our harassed troops, 
but, thanks to the exertions of Mr. Baber, we were again 
properly primed for action. On the 31st January, 1809, 
the Dewan once more advanced to an attack. Our troops 
lying snugly in the trenches were assailed at break of day 
by the usual salutation of rockets, grape and musketry, 
which for some time passed harmlessly over our heads. 
On the nearer approach of the enemy on the open sandy 
plain in front, our batteries began to play on them 
with fearful execution. Their glittering bayonets, gorgeous 
colours, striding elephants, and compact columns were 
beautifully displayed as the brilliant sun fell with full 
lustre on the pompous array ; a more splendid scene could 
scarcely be imagined. Our batteries continued to vomit death 
and destruction into this armed population, still advancing 
solemnly and slowly in our front. They then dragged their 
guns to the summit of elevated sandhills and commenced a 
furious cannonade on the encampment, but these were 
shortly dismounted by the superior fire of our batteries. A 
simultaneous attack on our flanks now compelled us to ex- 
pose the line of defence. On mounting the entrenchments 
the enemy gave one loud and lengthened shout, rushing 
forward with intention to charge ; our grape shot, however, 
made such fearful breaches in their columns and line that 
they were thrown into the utmost confusion. One long line 
further to the left, bevond reach of our batteries, was seen 
advancing rapidly to charge the battalion of Sepoys sta- 
tioned there. When within a few yards, they mistook the 
Sepoys for Europeans, from being clothed in blue cotton 
trousers, and immediately retired, with the usual cry of 
** Feringee ! Feringee ! '' A curious circumstance now oc- 
curred. Our howitzer was fired; the shell circled round 
and fell in rear of the gun amongst our own troops. 
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Fortunately tlie fuse was extinguished ere it reached the 
ground' or many Europeans must have suffered. The attack 
on the right was more successful, the battalion of Sepoys in 
that quarter wa,s driven in on the 12th Regiment, a wing of 
which instantly advanced to the support, and in five minutes 
took four of the Dewans' guns and drove the enemy into 

the woods, where, hiding themselves behind the trees, they 
galled our troops insufferably for several hours. We were 
then compelled to adopt a similar system of warfare, and 
skirmished with success, defended by the trees. About two 
o'clock the enemy began to retire slowly in all quarters, I 
must say with great firmness and regularity, forming a 
respectable rearguard of several thousands of their choicest 
troops, bearing off their dismounted guns and innumerable 
wounded men. It was conjectured that the loss of the 
enemy was as great on this day as on the 15th instant, 1,500 
dead having been buried in the plain where they had com- 
menced the action. Never was victory obtained over so 
numerous a foe with such insignificant loss — five men killed 
and twenty wounded were our only casualties. We had 
repulsed the enemy, but could not pursue our advantage ; 
what more could be expected from a handful of troops so 
miserably equipped? Many French families, settled at 
Quilon, when they heard of this second defeat of the Dewan's 
army, were pleased to denominate the British troops by the 
significant epithet of *' The Band of Heroes." This from 
the mouth of an enemy was certainly subject of exultation 
for those to whom it applied. We now continued the 
system of field fortification with redoubled ardour, as the 
enemy still annoyed us day and night by a repetition of 
volleys of musketry fi^om the woods, which though not very 
fatal in its effects, harrassed the army exceedingly, as we had 
not an hour's peace. On the 12th February the following 
order was promulgated by the Madras Government : — 

" Fort St. George, 6th February, 1809. 
" The honourable the Governor in Council has recently 
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received a favourable account of the action that took place 
on the 15th of January between the British troops and the 
troops of Travancore, in which, after a long contest, the 
Travancore troops were defeated with heavy loss. From 
the extent of the combined force which was opposed to the 
British troops, this signal victory reflects the highest honour 
on their discipline and valour, and the Governor in Council 
has great satisfaction in expressing his strongest approba- 
tion of their meritorious conduct. The Governor in Council 
accordingly conveys to Lieut. -Colonel Chalmers, who com- 
manded the British detachment at Quilon in this distin- 
guished action, his public thanks, and Lieut. -Colonel 
Chalmers is requested to convey the thanks of the Governoi 
in Council to Lieut. -Colonel Picton of His Majesty's 12th 
Eegiment, Major Muirhead, Major Hamilton, Capt. New- 
hall, Capt. Pepper, Capt. Mackintosh, Lieut. Lindsay, Lieut. 
Arthur of the Engineers, and the officers of the StafE, Capts. 
Cranstoun and Achmuty, \\dth the other officers and troops 
of the detachment who bravely signalised themselves on the 
occasion. The honourable the Governor in Council also takes 
this opportunity of exj^ressing his warm approbation of the 
conduct of a detachment of troops stationed at Cochin, under 
the command of Major Hewitt, who with great skill and 
bravery repulsed a numerous and united force of the troops 
of Travancore and Cochin in an attack which they made on 
the British detachment on the 29th ult. The Governor in 
Council has particular satisfaction in expressing to Major 
Hewitt, and to the officers and troops under his command, 
his public thanks for their highly deserving conduct. 

"(Signed) G. BUCHAlSr, 

" Secretary to Government." 

The gallant conduct of Lieutenant Thompson, of the 12th, 
is not alluded to in this order, though he charged nearly 
4,000 of the enem}' seven distinct times with only 50 Euro- 
peans, and at length fell covered with wounds and glory. 
This omission of justice to the deserts of so brave a man 
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had an immediate effect, for after joining the force at QuiloD 
and listening silently to the reading of the order, his agita- 
tion was so great that a fever seized him and he was a corpse 
the next day. On dissection, one of the balls with which he 
had been wounded was found lodged in the back of his neck, 
after passing through the cheek-bone and roof of the mouth ; 
thus perished a gallant officer, a martyr to the neglect of form 
in an official .document. Sir George Barlow was at this time 
Governor of Madras, a man devoid of every honourable 
principle, and by his tyrannical conduct ultimately 
drove the officers of the Madras establishment into the 
most fearful and dangerous state of opposition to his 
vindictive proceedings, and had not their sense of 
honour for the welfare of the nation superseded every 
other feeling, the Company's possessions in the East 
must have been lost for ever. From the contempla- 
tion of this ungrateful subject, I return to one of a more 
brilliant and consoling nature, in reference to the persevering 
and successful efforts of the gallant little army at Quilon, 
who still maintained their ground in defiance of the united 
force of the Dewan, who had now assembled the armed popu- 
lation of the countiy to the amount of nearly a lac 
of men (100,000) and concentrated them in the environs 
of the British encampment, which they kept in con- 
stant alarm — in fact there was no relaxation from in- 
cessant labour and hardship ; what with felling the 
trees, working the batteries (to keep the enemy at a 
respectable distance), digging trenches and repelling par- 
tial attacks of the Dewan' s troo])s, our force, now reduced 
to little more than 2,000, was fully occupied. Seven times 
when on these working parties, on different days, I was 
attacked by superior numbers and compelled to retire before 
the numerous hordes that pursued me ; on the eighth I was 
completely surrounded, and fell amidst my men, deeply 
wounded in the small of my back and knocked down by the 
fall of a tree, several of which were nearly felled as the 
skirmish commenced ; the firing becoming unusuallv brisk. 
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support was sent from camp, wkich alone extricated ns from 
our difficulties. I was borne wounded to my tent, and 
remained an invalid for many months. On the 7th 
of February, 1809, His Majesty's 19th Regiment of 
infantry, accompanied by a detachment* of artillery with 
several field-pieces, arrived in patamars from Colombo 
(island of Ceylon). This reinforcement was exceed- 
ingly acceptable, for our troops, after a month's ex- 
posure to the inclemency of the weather and the in- 
cessant efforts of an active and vigilant enemy of at least 
thirty times their numerical strength, were rejoiced to find 
relief from part of the arduous duty they were daily, I may 
add hourly, called upon to perform. The honble. Lieut- 
Colonel Stewart, commanding the 19th Regiment, from the 
apparent tranquility of the country, could not be persuaded 
of the proximity of an enemy, so the evening of his arrival he 
was permitted to advance to the front, with two guns, some 
shrapnel shot and a detachment of his regiment, to recon- 
noitre ; he had not proceeded above thi^ee miles when he was 
attacked and soon compelled to regain the army, with a loss 
of several killed and wounded. The following morning 
despatches were received from the Rajah of Travancore Tvith 
propositions for peace, provided no other European force was 
permitted to land. This was rejected instantly, as from the 
nature of the overture it was evident that the 19th Regiment 
had been descried as they coasted the shores of the country 
on the passage from Colombo ; the inhabitants, in order to 
ascertain this point had sent off canoes filled with poultry and 
fruit, which were offered for sale to the vessels as they 
passed. A most seasonable supply of stores and provision** 
were brought by this detachment from Ceylon, for our force 
was again deficient in almost every necessary of life, having 
speedily consumed the contents of the patamars expedited 
by the active Mr. Babev. Although thus reinforced, an 
attack on the enemy's entrenchments, about four miles off, 
was not yet considered prudent, nor to make an advance 
movement until the old dilapidated triangular fort of 
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Tranpacherry was fortified for the reception of our sick and 
wounded, and the protection of the inhabitants dwel- 
ling in the vicinity, who had been menaced with de- 
struction by the Dewan for assisting the English. 
Having accomplished this important object, and left 
four companies of Sepoys for its defence, the army 
having received another supply of provisions and a" 
scanty number of bullocks for the conveyance of the 
baggage, prepared for an attack. Prior to the movement, 
a message arrived from the Dewan enquiring why the 
English did not come and fight him ? sarcastically observ- 
ing that if they came to subdue the country it was an ex- 
traordinary mode of effecting it by merely occupying one 
position in a state of inactivity. We were not alone liable 
to these taunts from the Dewan ; a suspicion derogatory to 
the honour and courage of the force possessed the minds of 
many individuals in India, who were unacquainted with 
the innumerable disadvantages under which the troops 
laboured ; for how could any progress be made in the interior 
of a country never before trodden by European foot, with- 
out a proper materiel ? for we had neither food, conveyance 
for ammunition, or baggage, and had to thread the inex- 
tricable mazes of a forest of cocoa trees on all sides, de- 
fended by an enemy twenty or thirty times more 
numerous than our force; the experiment must have 
been attended by inevitable destruction. On the 11th 
February a despatch arrived communicating the grati- 
fying intelligence that an army under the command 
of the honble. Colonel St. Ledger was on its march 
from Trichinopoly towards the Arambooly lines, a range 

of fortifications situated on the opposite extremity of the 
Travancore country, whicli was intended to be carried by a 
couj) de main ; no doubt was entertained of complete success, 
as the principal force of tlie Dewan was all concentrated 
in the environs of Quilon, at least 200 miles distant from 
the point of attack. The day following the receipt of this 
despatch the Dewan's army was observed in motion, and 
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we were again dra\vn up in position for another action ; but 
ail remained quiet during the day. Information was now 
obtained that the Dewan had quitted his entrenchments with 
the major part of his force on his march towards the 
Arambooly lines. At daylight on the 21st February our 
force moved out in two divisions by separate roads to attack 
the enemy's works, which were carried almost without oppo- 
sition. Seven old excavated guns fired on the advancing 
columns, killing and wounding nine men of His Majesty's 
19th Regiment ; the Dewan's troops then abandoned the for- 
tifications, which were immediately occupied by our army. 
The next morning we advanced, with four days' provisio3is 
carried by each man, through interminable woods towards 
Trevandrum, the capital of the Rajah's dominions, to form 
a junction with the force under Colonel St. Ledger. The 
following official document of the above affair is founded on 
the report of the Resident : — 

" Headquarters of the Army, Choultry Plain, 

"9th March, 1809. 
'* G.O. by Grovernment, Fort St. George, 3rd March, 1809. 
** The Resident of Travancore, in a despatch under date 
the 21st ult., having communicated an account of the spirit 
and gallantry with which a part of the British forces en- 
camped at Quilon, under the command of Lieut. -Colonel 
Chalmers, consisting of two columns under the respective 
commands of Lieut.-Colonel Picton, of His Majesty's 12th 
Regiment, and the Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Stewart, of His 
Majesty's 19th Regiment, assaulted the batteries and works 
erected by the enemy in front of that powsition, and after 
having silenced and carried the batteries, captured seven 
guns, the honourable the Governor in Council has great 
pleasure in recording the high sense which he entertains of 
the skill and judgment evinced by Lieut.-Colonel Chalmers 
in the arrangements made by him to secure the success of the 
attack upon the enemy's position, and requests that Lieut.- 
Colonel Chalmers will convey to Lieut.-Colonel Picton, to 



176 DIAliY OF AN OFFICElt 

the hon. Lieut. -Colonel Stewart, and to the officers and men 
who served under them, the public thanks of the honourable 
the Governor in Council, for their meritorious exertions on 
this occasion. 

" (Signed) A. FALCONER, 

** Chief Secretary to Government." 

The first day's march towards Trevandrum was about 
three miles, having only conveyance sufficient for one tent 
per company for the soldiers' accommodation. On the arrival 
of the army on the ground of encampment, the villagers 
hoisted white flags on the trees, indicating their disposition 
to submission, and many ventured into camp voluntarily 
offering supplies of every description, provided a guard of 
protection was accorded them ; this trivial stipulation being 
cheerfully acceded tQ, we soon found ourselves in the land 
of plenty. Having for several days traversed swamps 
jungles, woods, rivers and almost inaccessible mountains, 
by miserable pathways, where sometimes the whole force 
was compelled to march in single file, we at length reached 
an open space near a village called Attingurry. I accom- 
panied the army in a dooly or palanquin, as my wound still 
incapacitated me from participation in active military duty. 
I one morning sheltered myself near the door of a Nair's 
house from an approaching thunderstorm, which are more 
frequent near Cape Comorin than in any part of the penin- 
sula of India ; in this temporary refuge I was in the act 
of drinking some water, when a flash of lightning shivered 
the tumbler to atoms, leaving the solid bottom of the glass 
only in my hand ; a huge column of teak wood, many feet 
in circumference, close by my side, supporting the verandah 
of the house, was at the same instant rent asunder, and 
split into countless splinters, scattered in all directions ; 
not an individual with me escaped unhurt except myself, 
several retaining black marks on their bodies for many 
weaks after. Disasters of a more melancholy complexion 
often occur in this turbulent climate, where scarcely a day 
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closes without the distant growl of thunder. The curioua 
formation of the rocks, surrounded by scattered fragments 
at their bases, evince the irresistible power of the lightning. 
Many natives annually become victims to the effects of the 
contending elements, and a still greater number are de- 
prived of sight by this dreadful scourge. 

On the 28th February two native troopers came full 
speed into camp, announcing that the hon. Colonel St. 
Ledger had marched through the country and was encamped 
near Trevandrum, without experiencing opposition except 
at the entrance of the Arambooly lines, which were feebly 
defended. Capt. Syms, of His Majesty's 69th Regiment, 
was the only individual killed, and this appeared accidental, 
proceeding from one of his men in rear, who in the night 
attack mistook him for one of the enemy. It may not be 
considered superfluous to introduce the official letter from 
Colonel St. Ledger to the Government on this occasion; 
though exceedingly prolix, it does justice to the honourable 
and gallant feelings of many brave officers. 

Extract of a letter from the honourable Lieut. -Colonel 
St. Ledger to the Chief Secretary of the Government, 
dated 10th February, 1809. 

" Sir, — I had the honour to convey to you this morning, 
by express, a small note in pencil, written for the informa- 
tion of the honourable the Governor in Council, bv which 
you were made acquainted with the satisfactory intelligence 
of the British flags being flying in every part of the Aram- 
booly lines, as well as the commanding redoubts to the north 
and south. 

*^It is impossible for me to convey in language suffi- 
ciently strong, the obligations I feel under to the personal 
exertions of Major Welch, commanding the 3rd Regiment 
of Native Infantry, and the detachment for escalade undei5 
his command. The southern redoubt, which presented a 
complete enfilade of the whole of the main lines as far as 
the gate, was the object of Major Welch's enterprise, an 

M 
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enterprise which from the natural strength of the approacli 
appeared only practicable to the exertions and determined 
bravery of British troops led on to glory by Major Welch. 
It was ascended under cover of the night, and our troops 
had absolutely escaladed the walls ere their approach was 
suspected, and the ascent was of such great difficulty as to 
require six hours of actual scrambling to reach the foot 
of the walls. On consideration of the brilliancy of this 
achievement, I feel a pleasurable duty in detailing, for the 
information of the honourable the Governor in CouncQ, 
a list of the names of the officers who accompanied the de- 
tachment for escalade; it consisted of two companies and 
the picket of His Majesty's 69th Regiment, commanded 
by Capt. SjTns, and it did not require that confirmation 
which Major Welch has conveyed to me in the most hand- 
some manner to convince me that to have accomplished 
such an object every man must have done his duty. In 
the list of gallant fellows that accompanies this despatch, 
I have to lament the fate of poor Capt. Syms, of His 
Majesty's 69th Regiment, whose wound I fear is mortal, 
depriving his country of a brave and valuable officer. 

"'When Major Welch had once effected his security in 
this commanding position, I despatched to his assistance, 
by the same arduous route, a company of His Majesty's 69th 
Regiment and three companies of the 1st battalion 13th 
Native Infantry, under Capt. Hodgson, to reinforce and 
give confidence to his party. As soon as this addition was 
perceived, a detachment from his party stormed the main 
lines, and by dint of persevering bravery, carried them 
entirely, and the northern redoubt was abandoned by the 
panic- struck enemy, who fied in all possible confusion in 
every direction, leaving me in possession of their strongest 
lines, and I am now encamped two miles interior of the Aiam- 
boolv Gate. I had ordered the remainder of the detach- 
ment to be under arms at midnight, and marched to the 
most convenient position, either to secure Major Welch's 
retreat or furnish him support, and when daylight 
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permitted, Major Welcli had tlie satisfactioii to see his 
friends at hand ready to support him. It would be injustice 
in me not to express the active services I received from 
Lieut. -Colonel Macleod, of His Majesty's 69th Regiments 
they were such as might have been expected from an officer 
of his reputation and experience— in bringing forward his 
regiment in support of the attack with the most willing 
zeal. I feel it a duty I owe, from the report of Major 
"Welch, of the Pioneers, who accompanied him, to express 
my entire approbation of their conduct, and that of Lieut. 
Bertram who commanded them. In short, I feel highly 
satisfied with the conduct of the officers and men who com- 
posed the detachment under my command. I am in pos- 
session of the arsenal, well stored with arms, ammunition 
and military stores, with a quantity of valuable ordnance on 
the works. I have not yet been able to ascertain the loss o^ 
the enemy, but it must have been considerable." 

It will be perceived that Capt. Syms alone fell in the 
storming of the Arambooly lines, and this accidentally from 
the fire of his own party ; darkness prevented his mtjil from 
distinguishing objects perfectly. No doubt was entertaintrc 
from whence the fatal ball proceeded, as the enemy were 
all in front, and he received his wound from the rear. He 
was fully conscious of this acknowledged truth prior t<^ his 
death a few hours afterwards. Two or three companies of 
the Dewan's Camatic brigade alone defended the Aram- 
booly lines, that required a force of at least 20,000 men to 
occupy the works. The moment the British ascended the 
walls the enemy fled without offering the slightest resistance, 
and how the hon. lieut. -colonel, in his official letter, could 
assert that their loss was considerable can alone be ex- 
plained by those engaged in this affair. This dubious fact 
cannot, however, detract from the gallant and meritorious 
conduct of those who so nobly ventured their lives on the 
occasion ; but had the Dewan's army been present instead 
of acting at Quilon at the time, the daring enterprise might 

indeed have been attended by a serious loss on both sides, and 

M 2 
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few of the heroic escalading party would probably have sur- 
vived to recount the fearful tale. The hon. Colonel St. Ledger 
marched on to Trevandrum almost without opposition. 
The loss of three men of his army in the advance were the 
only casualties that occurred; his principal impedimenta 
were the natural obstacles of an unexplored country of 
forest trees and jungles, and intersected by deep nullahs 
or rivers, with sj^acious swamps. The two British forces 
having communicated, by permission of the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore, who declared that the war had been waged by the 
Dewan without his sanction, that he had excited the people 
to revolt and acted in defiance of the Rajah's orders, thi* 
unfortunate man therefore became a doomed victim to 
the duplicity of a faithless sovereign. The English Resi- 
dent first stipulated for the Dewan's head. As a pre- 
liminary to negotiation, a large reward was ofEered for his 
apprehension, and parties of Sepoys despatched to scour the 
•j'.'iintry in pursuit of him. During the encampment of 
the Quilon force at the village of Attingurry, I obtained 
leave to visit Anjenga, about five miles distant, proceeding 
down a beautiful river studded on both sides with luxuriant 
cocoanut trees. Mere curiosity actuated me on this excur- 
sion to take a view of the birthplace of Sterne's Eliza 
Draper. A h?umble cottage thatched with cajan leaves, 
close to the sea-shore, shaded by trees, was pointed out as 
the dwelling of her parents and where she was born. 
That she was endowed with rare mental perfections, and 
a considerable share of jDersonal attractions, must be ad- 
mitted by all who have perused Sterne's letters, and thoso 
of the Abbe Raynal; but in an infatuated moment she 
neglected her reverend friend's sage admonition of "re- 
verence thyself," for on her return to India she abandoned 
age and austerity, in the shape of an old husband, seeking^ 
^congeniality of sentiment and equality of temperament 
in the protection of a young officer who appeared all her 
vivid fancy imagined. Thus the seductive charms of sensi- 
bility overcame tlie dictates of a matured and superior 
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mind. I could almost apostrophise— may the errors of 
such a heart be venial in the eye- of Heaven ! Her hope of 
permanent felicity in this sentimental experiment was de- 
lusive, for on more intimate acquaintance with the object 
for whom she had thus sacrificed her reputation she too late 
discovered that his mind was not of the refined texture 
her fond imagination had pictured. This reflection soon 
rankled in her bosom and embittered every fleeting moment ; 
a few short months subsequently to her dereliction from 
duty she silently reposed in the land of her ancestors, dying 
of a broken heart in her thirty- third year. A stone is 
pointed out near the Court-house at Tellicherry, under 
which her mortal remainsi are represented to have been de- 
posited. I recollect a glowing inscription to her memory, 
on a neat white marble monument, on the right-hand side 
of the entrance to Bristol Cathedral ; she evidently was not 
interred there, as shei quitted England in her thirtieth year 
to revisit her native country and rejoin her superannuated 
husband. On her passage out she formed the unfortunate 
liaison with the young officer mentioned in one of her letters 
to Laurence Sterne, and Ujever returned to England after- 
wards. 

Having frequently mentioned the Backwater, a cursory 
description of this singular phenomenon may not be inap- 
plicable. The shore from Calicut to Anjenga, a distance 
of 200 miles, is at various parts overflown by the sea at cer- 
tain periods. The Cochin and Travancore countries are for 
several miles inland exceedingly low and marshy, so that 
these successive inundations have formed innumerable 
lakes of all dimensions, connected by narrow deep channels. 
The water assumes a most beautiful lucid appearance, and 
on passing over its surface the sand is clearly visible, and 
the eye is amused by the diverting gambols of various 
species of the finny tribe, which abound in incredible shoals. 
Frequently these lakes and channels are within 10 yards 
of the ocean, and only separated from it by a low bar of sand ; 
in other situations they are 10 or 20 miles inland, and 
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surrounded by majestic forests and frowning rocks, forming 
2// toto one of the most picturesque countries on the surface 
of the globe. Some of the lakes, especially near Aleppi, 
«M?e so extensive that the opposite shore is not visible ; the 
vrater is, however, so shallow that the most violent tempest 
causes but a superficial rippling on its tranquil bosDm, 
ifare the reflection of the sun from the glassy surface i& 
almost insui)portable ; complete rolls of skin are parched 
from the face of an European, and the natives in mid-day 
run their canoes ashore, seeking shelter from the scorching 
heat under the umbrageous cocoanut-trees, which line the 
shore in all directions; under the agreeable shade of uhis 
Indian blessing they generally repose until the cool of 
oveiiing again enables them to resume their hardy labours. 
Innumerable little islets dot the lakes, which are generally 
highly cultivated and converted into gardens, giving tbo 
scene quite a magic appearance ; these beautiful and inter- 
esting objects are not, however, the invariable features of 
the country; sometimes stagnant swamps of interminable 
extent, covered with high reeds and coarse grass, interru])t 
the harmony of the scene ; a narrow ditch of green, filthy 
water intersects these swamps, along which the boatmen 
row for many leagues, through hosts of alligators and mos- 
quitoes, all around a dense fog of loathsome and pestiferous 
exhalation is both seen and inhaled. The natives always 
exert every muscle to extricate themselves as speedily a» 
possible from these gloomy and unwholesome regions. 
Emerging from these the voyager is again enchanted with 
scenery of the most unrivalled beauty. The English, 
although addicted to the improvement of their nativei 
soil, are, most unfortunately, absurdly indifEerent to that 
of a foreign land, and so deep-rooted is this unaccountable 
prejudice, that though the soil is evidently, in most situa- 
tions in our Eastern possessions, three-fold as prolific as that 
of Great Britain, and capable of producing every species 
of tree, fruit, herb, vegetable and leguminous root, and some 
in a higher state of perfection than in our native 
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country, yet all these obvious and incontrovertible facts are 
either neglected or despised. The rich gifts of Nature are 
generally disregarded by the Anglo-Asiatics, their whole 
soul being devoted to the hasty acquisition of a heap of 
gold, no matter by what means, which they as speedily dis- 
sipate on returning to Europe; I must therefore contend 
that individuals of all other European nations have a far 
more rational, consistent and humane mode of managing 
their foreign possessions than the sons of old England. In 
Cochin and Quilon there are several Dutchmen who have 
embellished their little establishments with the most en- 
chanting beauties ; grottoes, shady walks, cool, artificial 
rivulets conducted through the garden, arbours, groves, with 
every agreement denoting content and happiness. Now, 
every town on the Coromandel and Malabar coasts is a 
tacit reproach to our mercenary agents, who linger out a 
ten, twenty or thirty years' monotonous, solitary exis- 
tence in a barren bungalow, oppressing the natives by every 
fraud and injustice for the purpose of accumulating a por- 
tion of paltry gold. In the Dutch, Danish and French 
possessions, the ties of society are cemented by every endear- 
ing method, and the Governors, instead of acting the tyrant, 
become the mild friend and anxious father to those en- 
trusted to their fostering care. But " this is my home, here 
am I to live and die,'' cannot be impressed on the mind of 
an Englishman ; pride, avarice, and a speedy return to his 
native land are the characteristics of our Anglo-Asiatics. 
In all foreign settlements the bazaar or market is admirably 
arranged; there every article is astonishingly cheap, the 
regulation of the police is just and humane ; the numerous 
native adherents, an honest, sober, industrious, humble race, 
who seek their old masters in the very gulf of adversity, 
demonstrate this fact ; but I never recollect one individual 
instance of attachment from an Asiatic to an Englishman. 
At Cochin, on the termination of the Travancore War, I 
was repeatedly charged a double fanam only (4d.) each for 
a visiting set of palanquin boys, four in number ; after jin 
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arduous day's labour, they would in the evening receive 
tliis mite with content mixed with humility. Now, 
at Madras, a boisterous, drunken, ungracious crew assail 
you, who for the same time and number of bearers demand 
one rupee and a half each (three or four shillings), which, on 
payment being made, they regard with manifest symptoms 
of discontent, looking sulkily and saucily, with the usual 
exclamation of "Master's favour," id est, an additional 
rupee for the purpose of purchasing ardent spirits. During 
the period a fleet of Indiamen is riding in the Madras Boads, 
palanquin bearers are not procurable under a pagoda each 
(or eight shillings) per diem, as the sailors fully employ 
this insolent, exacting tribe, who pillage them in the most 
shameful manner ; these subtle natives, fully aware of the 
foibles of our honest, imprudent tars, humour their pen- 
chant for females and intoxicating liquors, and thus easily 
deprive them of their superfluous gold, the recompense of 
many a stormy day's service. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

DIJEING our encampment at the village of Attingurry, 
pending the negotiations between the Kesident and 
the Travancore Rajah, the various aquatic excursions of 
the officers of the army were the principal recreation in thv3 
passage down the river to Anjenga. The enormous size of 
many of the canoes attracted our attention. I had the 
curiosity to ascertain the dimensions of one of them, which 
was 11 feet wide and 60 long, scooped from the trunk of a 
tree of prodigious magnitude. This may appear an ex- 
aggeration, but those who have traversed the vast forests 
that clothe the Malabar coast will vouch for the probable 
accuracy of this statement. On expressing my surprise at the 
amazing size of this canoe to an old Dutchman, a resident at 
Anjenga, he assured me that when he visited Rangoon, in 
the Burmese country, he had measured one 23 feet in 
width and 90 feet long. I have no object in imposing 
absurdities on the credulous mind, but appeal to common 
sense and liberal investigation of natural history for an 
elucidation of circumstances that may appear fraught with 
extravagant representation. Presumptuous European ! why 
wilt thou ever attempt to prescribe limits to the works of 
a divine Being, and openly assert that all that exceeds 
the standard of thy shallow comprehension must be impos- 
sible? Unfortunately, the apprehension of criticism from 
these self-opinionated individuals, causes the suppression 
of many an interesting publication. I cannot refrain from 
relating a curious anecdote of a Scotch surgeon, who was 
proceeding to India with one of His Majesty's regiments ; 
he was a learned and clever man, according to the general 
acceptation of the word. Some person having casually 
mentioned the astonishing feats performed by the jugglers 
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at Madras, and amongst others that of swallowing a sword 
two feet long by an inch in breadth, and keeping it in that 
position for upwards of a minute, the shrewd Scotchman 
could no longer contain the expression of his incredu- 
lity. " By God ! sir," addressing the narrator in his 
broad dialect, '' it must be a trick, a regular imposition on 
the senses ; I have studied the formation of the human 
body with the profoundest attention, and declare that 
the intestines are incapable of receiving such an instrument, 
it must therefore be a delusion." The reply was, " I shall 
soon convince you of your error." The man of science, 
irritated at such apparent pertinacity, exclaimed, " I'll bet 
£50 it's a deception, and that I detect it," ' The bet was 
accepted, and on the arrival of the ship at Madras I was 
fortunately present at the period of decision. The juggler 
was introduced with his apparatus into the mess-room ; the 
surgeon smiled most confidently, took the sword in hia 
hand, rubbed it, bent it, struck it against the wall to ascertain 
its temper and sound. All appearing satisfactory, He re- 
turned the instrument to the juggler, but with his eye 
fixed steadily on it, to prevent the possibility of an exchange ; 
the juggler then, without a moment's delay, placed the 
point of the sword in his mouth and glided it gradually 
down his throat up to the very hilt. Whilst in this posture, 
the doctor compressed the lower part of the abdomen, the 
end of the sword was perfectly perceptible to his hand. He 
was confounded, convinced, and lost his wager, to the great 
mirth and gratification of those officers who were present at 
the learned disquisition in which he had attempted to prove 
its impossibility ; a salutary lesson to those who judge infal- 
libly from the narrow sphere of an isolated academical edu- 
cation, without the necessary indicative aid of practical 
worldly knowledge to perfect the foundation of theoretical 
study, to eradicate these prejudices and errors, the invariable 
attendants of close study. The army occupied the ground 
of encampment at Attingurry until the 31st March, when 
the British Resident, having terrified the timid Bajah into 
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compliance with, all his exorbitant requisitions, arrived in 
camp, and announced that final arrangements had been 
entered into for the partial evacuation of the Travancore 
country. 

The 12th Regiment was then ordered to Quilon, and the 
19th Regiment in pursuit of the unfortunate Dewan. In 
a few days after our arrival at Quilon, where we again en- 
camped on the old fighting ground, and flattered ourselves 
with the pleasing anticipation of reaping some solid pecu- 
niary advantage (as a recompense for the toils and dangers 
so recently endured) in the shape of prize-money, we were 
suddenly astounded at an official notification from the 
Resident (Colonel Macauley), that the Madras Government 
had decided that all pretensions to prize-money were inad- 
missible, as the war was undertaken against the Dewan, 
and the English forces had merely aided the Rajah of 
Travancore in quelling a rebellion, which had originated 
in the revolt of a turbulent minister, unsanctioned by the 
approbation of his master. Never was a more lively sense 
of astonishment and indignation excited than arose from 
this unprincipled declaration, unfounded in truth and de- 
void of all justice ; a base finesse for the express purpose 
of defrauding a gallant body of men of their just claims. 
We were, however, obliged to relinquish all our booty, 
amounting to nearly £100,000, the plunder of the Dewan's 
palace, etc., etc. Now it is a fact beyond controversion, that 
the armed population of the Travancore country, from the 
age of fifteen to forty, had been called upon and actually 
put into action to repel the English, sanctioned by the au- 
thority of the Rajah himself, and at the termination of the 
war the Madras Government had seized on all warlike 
stores throughout the Rajah's dominions. Nor did the 
capital itself (Trevandrum)' escape the scrutiny, from whence 
several hundred pieces of ordnance and 20,000 stand of arms, 
with other stores, estimated at an incredible value, were 
actually taken possession of by the Company's agents; 
every hill fort was plundered and dismantled, which 
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augmented the acquisitaon to at least 1,500 guns of various 
calibre, and 100,000 muskets and stores in proportion, 
which the Madras Government ludicrously represented were 
only to be preserved in trust for the future service of their 
faithful ally the Eajah of Travancore ! This mean and 
illiberal subterfuge of the Governor of Madras (Sir George 
Barlow), for the purpose of obtaining possession of incal- 
culable wealth, without burdening his employers with the 
expense of granting an equivalent to the army, whose blood 
had been profusely shed in its acquisition, as also to en- 
hance his niggardly merit for economy in the estimation 
of the East India Company, reflects disgrace on his name 
both as a man and a politician. He compelled the consti- 
tuted prize agents of the force to refund heavy sums of 
money arising from the sale of large quantities of pepper, 
with all the furniture of the Dewan's palace. Now, as this 
individual had been publicly proclaimed a rebel, his cap- 
tured property was decidedly an evident claim to the army. 
Independent of these circumstances, another palpable proof 
of the fiaudulent practices of the Madras Government, to 
deprive the military of their hitherto uncontested due, was 
the fact of the Rajah's being compelled to defray the whole 
expenses of the war, and an enormous heap of treasure was 
also rapaciously extorted in addition; thus the richly re- 
plenished coffer of this old and faithful ally, which for so 
many years had been accumulating in security, was con- 
verted to the use of the Company and completely exhausted. 
Upwards of a million sterling was thus nefariously plun- 
dered (I speak from the prevailing reports on the subject), 
and yet the mercenary Sir George Barlow, with unblushing 
effrontery, publicly proclaimed that war had not existed 
between the Company and the Rajah, and therefore a divi- 
sion of prize-money was inadmissible. The Dewan, fully 
sensible of the implacable hatred of the Resident, and that 
he must eventually fall a victim to his machinations and 
power, sought refuge with his brother and a few faithful 
adherents on the mountains, and for some time eluded 



VIABY OF AN OFFICEB. 189 

detection. The imceasiiig perseverance with which he was 
pursued had obliged his friends to desert him from sheer 
want of nourishment ; at length a party of Sepoys, aided by 
the local knowledge of the Rajah's troops, overtook him, 
and having surrounded a small hut in which he had secreted 
himself, broke open the door and there found him weltering 
in his blood, with his throat cut and entrails obtruding from 
another ghastly wound which he had inflicted in his ab- 
domen; his brother was standing close by, whom he had 
entreated to despatch him, should he have failed in the 
attempt on his own life. This faithful, affectionate relative 
had promised due observance to his dying request; and 
when the party entered the hut, headed by a British ofiScer, 
he pointed to the deceased minister, exclaiming emphati- 
cally, ** If you seek the Dewan, there he is ! " This was a 
truly affecting scene for the ojficer, who had been intimately 
acquainted with him in more prosperous days. The brother 
was then taken prisoner, and the body of the Dewan hanged 
on a tree by the side of the highway, by direction of the 
Resident, but what advantage this unfeeling exposure of 
the body of his enemy was intended to produce I could never 
ascertain ; if to impress the inhabitants with the fatal con- 
sequence of rebellion, the act itself was manifestly absurd, 
as all the country were fully aware that the Rajah had not 
only sanctioned but approved of all the proceedings of this 
unfortunate minister, until the defeat of his army, when a 
victim being indispensable, of course the weakest suffered. 
Thus fell a man generally acknowledged as the most en- 
lightened in that part of India. His person was uncom- 
monly fine and commanding, with an insinuating address 
and remarkable share of natural abilities ; he had also im- 
bibed a confused notion of European politics from the casual 
conversation of some intelligent Frenchmen residing at 
Quilon, and when war with the English appeared inevitable, 
he despatched ambassadors to the Isle of France for a re- 
inforcement of Europeans, and at the very period His Ma- 
jesty's 12th Regiment landed lat Quilon it was hourly 



190 DIAEY OF AN OFFICER. 

expected, imd during our encampment a French privateer 
had been observed hovering about the coast, but on the ap- 
pearance of the " Piedmontaise " frigate her probable des- 
tination was prevented. A few weeks after the Dewan*s 
melancholy fate, two other chiefs attached to his interests 
were apprehended and hanged on the baJaks of the Back- 
water, near Aleppi, directly over the spot where the inhuman 
massacre of the 33 men of the 12th Regiment had been 
perpetrated. Popinapilly was head collector of pepper, and 
principally concerned in this atrocious act; he therefore 
merited his punishment, and was exhibited in chains for 
many months. The other delinquent, called the Coodry- 
poochy (or General of Cavalry), against whom no crime 
could be alleged, but that of bravely leading on his followers 
in the battles of Quilon, by especial command of his sove- 
reign, at the place of execution remonstrated on the in- 
justice of his fate, demanding boldly for what offence he 
was doomed to die ? "I commanded the Rajah's horse and 
have acted in submission to his will." His hands being tied 
behind him, assistance was offered to enable him to mount 
the ladder to the gallows, but he indignantly refused all 
aid; advancing with a firm and majestic air, he seized the 
steps of the ladder between his teeth and thus ascended. 
The rope was then fixed round his neck, when, upbraiding 
the injustice of his enemies, he leaped off and expired in a 
moment. Several British ofiScers who were present at the 
execution asserted that not a single muscle of the body 
quivered, so effectual was the shock of this resolute leap to 
eternity. Another Dewan having been nominated by the 
Resid(^nt, the Rajah of Travancore now became a himible 
dependent on the East India Company and the country 
resumed its previous state of tranquility, with the excep- 
tion of daily explosions in and about the capital (Trevan- 
drum), caused by the destruction of the finest guns in the 
Rajah's possession, a brilliant instance of the good faith of 
the Madras Government, in reserving them for the future 
exigency of his service. 
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CHAPTEE XVIII. 

IN the montli of May I proceeded to Cocliin by the Back- 
water, passing almost under the chains that suspended 
the bodies of the Coodry-poochy and Popinapilly, for the 
purpose of conducting my family to Quilon, where the 12th 
Regiment were to be stationed for some time. Arriving 
safely at this town, I hired a small boat of about seven tons, 
and with one of our officers, named Eustace, put to sea with 
three boatmen, intending to reach Tellicherry the following 
day ; but alas ! we were doomed to encounter a misfortune 
that tried our moral and physical strength almost beyond 
human endurance. For several hours after our departure 
the weather was unusually serene, the sea calm as a lake, 
with light airs just sufficient to waft us on at the rate of a 
mile an hour ; but towards evening heavy black clouds ap- 
peared to lower about the land, and the rimibling of distant 
thunder proclaimed an approaching storm. About seven 
o'clock in the evening a furious gale came off shore, accom- 
panied by torrents of rain and vivid lightning, which 
continued all night. All the sails were lowered and the 
head of our little bark directed to windward, but the waves 
broke over the half-deck repeatedly, and all hands were 
busily employed in baling out the water. Without inter- 
mission this deplorable scene continued until the following 
morning, all our exertions scarcely keeping the vessel afloat. 
In vain, at daylight, we looked for land, the tempest had 
driven us far beyond its view. With one day's provision, 
without compass or nautical skill, there were we exposed to 
all the horrors of submersion or famine, the sea running 
mountains high and the boat receding at a rapid rate from 
all prospect of salvation. For two long, long days were we 
in this lamentable and perilous situation; on the third a 
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dead calm ensued. Poor Eustace was seized with an epi- 
leptic fit, and lay on the deck agitated by the most frightful 
contortions, with three native boatmen looking on in the 
wildest despair. We had exhausted all our water and pro- 
visions, and nothing but inevitable destruction stared us in 
the face. In the middle of the third day another gale came 
on, from the opposite quarter to the preceding one, but 
equally furious, when some hope of safety inspired us with 
renewed exertions. Eustace still continued unconscious of 
all our dangers, sometimes beating himself most violently 
against the sides of the vessel and moaning in a frightful 
manner. Two more horrible days passed over, and land 
was not yet seen. We regarded each other with cannibal 
looks; hunger overcame every feeling of humanity. I 
acknowledge without disguise that I could have sucked the 
blood or devoured part of the spare carcase of one of the 
boatmen with the most voracious appetite ; they, however, 
regarded me with similar symptoms of voracity, and I in- 
stinctively grasped my sword closer to my side in expecta- 
tion of attack. Such is self-preservation, though I need 
not have apprehended their enmity, for we were all so ex- 
hausted that at length we lay in the boat in an almost 
inanimate state. Ristace at length awoke from his trance 
demanding water ; I feebly told him we had none. " Where 
am I ? " said he ; I then imparted to him our horrible situa- 
tion. He made an effort to throw himself over the gunwale, 
but fell back quite overcome by the exertion; I had not 
sufficient strength to assist him, and he appeared once more 
to relapse into an utter state of insensibility. All I now 
recollect is, that about twelve o'clock the sixth night a tre- 
mendous crash of the boat against some hard substance 
awoke me to a sense of existence ; it appears a huge wave 
had thrown us on the sand some few miles from Tellicherry, 
high and dry. On awakening, as if from a dream, I found 
myself in a native hut with Eustace Ipng by my side ; a 
pan of rice with water was offered us, which we greedily 
devoured, and in a few hours became sufficientlv collected 
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to make inquii'ies, and discovered that two palanquins had 
been sent for us by Mr. Baber, to bear us to Tellicherry 
when strong enough to proceed there. One of the boatmen 
had died, the other two were convalescent, though unable 
to move. In a few hours we recovered our strength, by the 
humane attentions of Mr. and Mrs. Baber, who forwarded 
us every species of delicate nourishment, and shortly reached 
their hospitable mansion, when to my great disappointment 
I found my family had already proceeded to Cochin, some 
days prior to our unfortunate voyage. Nothing could be 
more vexatious, independent of which I was again compelled 
to encounter the deceitful elements from whose fury I had 
so narrowly escaped. Remaining only three days at Telli- 
cherry, I once more embarked on a patamar, and in 36 
hours entered the Cochin river, and found my family snugly 
lodged in one of the best houses of the town, and in about 
a week proceeded via the Backwater to Quilon. Scarcely 
had we arrived, when I was doomed to suffer the most ex- 
cruciating torments from my wound ; the lower part of thn 
back-bone having been materially injured, several small 
portions of the fractured bone obtruded, which required a 
surgical operation to extract. I was confined to my bed 
many weeks. How I dreaded the daily probing, cutting 
and dressing; the application of the cool plantain leaf 
alone gave me any relief from agony the most intense. To 
increase my nervous irritability, an order suddenly arrived 
on the 15th of May, 1809, for the 12th Regiment to march 
without delay from Quilon to Seringapatam, through the 
Travancore country. The monsoon had already commenced 
with incredible fury ; torrents of rain, thunder, lightning, 
and hurricanes of wind succeeded each other without inter- 
mission. No one, who has not visited a tropical climate, 
can form an idea of the brilliant illumination caused by the 
lightning at night ; it flashes incessantly from every direc- 
tion, so that sometimes you may see to read, or pick up the 
smallest article without inconvenience, the light of the sun 
even not being more powerful or regular. No spectacle 
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can possibly be more beautiful or awful, but accidents of the 
most distressing nature often occur. I recollect one morn- 
ing eight Sepoys being struck dead on returning from a 
guard relief, the bayonets and barrels of the muskets having 
attracted the electric fluid, which at once annihilated them. 
The distance from Quilon to Seringapatam is about 460 
miles. The idea of once more revisiting this latter station 
was by no means consolatory, as two years before the regi- 
ment suffered there so severely from ^he fever (which 
resembles that of the West Indies, the corpse of either white 
or black men being invariably tinged with a deep yellow 
colour) that the body of the regiment (that is, the most 
numerous part) were borne to Cannanore in doolies ; to en- 
counter this detestable malady once more was, therefore, 
repugnant to the feelings of every individual of the corps. 
A long march through an unexplored country, in the very 
height of the monsoon, was also an enterprise of no common 
occurrence ; both officers and men were, however, compelled 
to abandon their comforts and recently constructed huts on 
the banks of the Backwater, and once more expose them- 
selves to the inclemency of the elements. On the 20th May, 
1809, the regiment began' the march (leaving me at the old 
fort of Trangacherry, dangerously afflicted with the conse- 
quences of my wound and completely bedridden), in de- 
fiance of the rain, which poured down in torrents, and wind 
that snapped the stoutest trees. With extreme difficulty 
and danger four short marches were effected, when the 
whole marshy part of the country having become inun- 
dated, presented an insurmountable obstacle to the further 
progress of the regiment, until a partial cessation of rain 
should enable them to proceed. It had not been without 
the greatest efforts of courage and perseverance that even 
this short distance had been accomplished ; the provisions, 
tents and new clothing had been all destroyed, and many of 
the officers lost every atom of their baggage. So thoroughly 
saturated was every denomination of stores and wearing 
apparel, that not a single article remained free from a state 
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of utter decomposition, lying absolutely in smoking piles, 
with muskets, bayonets and other arms all so rusty that, 
in the existing humidity of the atmosphere, it was impos- 
sible to preserve them from the corroding filth. For three 
weeks, the regiment occupied one little hillock, surrounded 
by floods of water and exposed to incessant torrents of rain, 
the trees and a few old Nairs' huts being the only shelter 
in this unprecedented and deplorable situation. The last 
morning of these disastrous four days' march the regiment 
passed over a river, the sandy bed of which was visible, the 
water flowing in several small rivulets not knee deep; an 
hour after the whole bed was filled to a depth of more than 
twenty feet, sweeping away in its impetuous torrents every 
one and every thing crossing at the time of the sudden swell. 
The baggage, camp equipage, many followers and cattle, 
with several Europeans attached as guard to the equipage, 
were all involved in one common ruin ; and had the body of 
the regiment been passing at this identical period, but a 
small proportion would have escaped a watery grave. In- 
formation having been conveyed to the commandant of 
Quilon of the perilous state of the 12th Regiment, elephanta, 
bullocks, and camp equipage were speedily forwarded, if. 
^ possible to mitigate the sufferings of the corps. The boats 
laden with provisions were almost all swamped in the pas- 
sage up the Backwater, by which accident ten Sepoys were 
drowned. Tents and provisions were at length supplied, 
but too late to preserve 30 or 40 Europeans, who had already 
been carried off by dysentery, of wliich disease 300 more 
were affected, promiscuously strewing the ground with their 
dying carcases ; it, however, preserved them from actual 
destruction. Many ojficers were also seized with this in- 
veterate malady, to whom the humane indulgence was 
granted of proceeding to the place of destination; one of 
them, however, died before the palanquins arrived for their 
convevance ; the others, who were on the confines of the 
grave, availed themselves of this considerate permission, 

and thus extricated themselves from the fatal spot, near 

X 2 
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which a hospital was now formed for the reception of 280 
men afflicted with fever and inveterate dysentery, with 
whom a surgeon was left to superintend. The remainder 
of the regiment (after five weeks' unexampled exposure and 
suffering), taking advantage of a day's partial cessation 
from rain, made a forced march and succeeded in reaching 
the Coromandel coast, to which the influence of the Malabar 
monsoon did not extend. Another halt then ensued, as the 
soldiers still continued pressed with disease, and a represen- 
tation of the inefficient and exhausted state of the corps was 
despatched to Madras, when an order was in a short time 
received changing its destination to Trichinopoly, one of 
the most salubrious stations in India. The grand details 
of war are generally most ostentatiously published, but how 
very few of what is commonly denominated the petty de- 
tails of warfare ever meet the public eye. What miseries, 
sufferings, dangers and privations of every species attend 
an army in a protracted warfare, and with what astonishing 
apathy and indifference are these minor relations viewed 
by those who have never encountered the various dangers 
and hardships of war. A glorious victory, a long list of 
killed and wounded, for a moment attracts attention, and 
then all is soon banished from the memory, except that a 
battle of a certain name had once taken place. It certainly 
is a most incomprehensible infatuation in the British 
character, that a man should spend four or five thousand 
pounds to attain rank and be constantly exposed to scenes 
of danger and hardships, and if he escape, to retire at the 
age of 50 on a bare sufficiency to preserve him from actual 
pauperism, id est, as a lieut. -colonel he will (for his half- 
pay) be entitled to £200 per annum, after devoting 35 years 
to the service of his country, and sometimes the principal 
and generally the major part of that period passed under 
the enervating sun of the torrid zone. Now, an officer of 
similar rank in the Company's service retires on an income 
of £365 per annum, without having expended a fraction 
in promotion to the different ranks, and that after 23 years 
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entitles tliein to the retirement on full pay of their actual 
rank, which, with the pickings they have accumulated in 
snug stafE situations, enables them to pass the remnant oi 
life in ease and even aflfluence. There can never be any 
cordial co-operation between the King's and Company's 
army whilst the present inefficient system exists ; how can 
harmony be established where such discordant principles 
prevail ? The Sepoy army is undoubtedly the great machine 
that maintains our dominions in the East, but the post ol 
honour is invariably accorded to the Europeans, without 
whose powerful stimulus our possessions would soon be in- 
vaded and overrun by the other native princes inimical to 
our extensive government ; the King's officer should there- 
fore be considered as entitled to some remuneration beyond 
the paltry modicum of his bare half-pay. A retired colonel 
on the effective list of the Company's army, entitled to the 
advantages of the officers' reckoning fund, has a magnificent 
allowance of nearly £1,300 per annum ; a King's colonel 
has merelv his £200, let his services be ever so extensive. 
Let those, then, who are desirous of prospering in th« 
pecuniary and more substantial acquisitions , of life enter 
the Company's army; honour is a gaudy toy, but wealth 
secures or at least conduces to the permanent happiness of 
our decHnint^ davs. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

AFTER a month's suffering at Quilon (since the depar- 
ture of the regiment), I hired a covered boat, re- 
solving to rejoin at Seringapatam as speedily as possible. 
Passing the Backwater rapidly towards Chitwa, on the 
second day, when in the midst of the extensive lake near 
Cochin, a gale of wind towards evening compelled the boat- 
men to seek shelter by running the boat on shore under a 
thick brushwood that overhung the water; here we pre- 
pared for our dinner, which had been delayed in consequence 
of the boisterous weather. We had scarcely commenced 
cooking, when the voices of a numerous body of men were 
distinctly heard at a very short distance from our little 
harbour; drums and other warlike instruments accom- 
panied their loud vociferations. Now, as the bands of the 
licentious Cochin army had not yet dispersed, we considered 
it judicious to extinguish our fires, lest they might attract 
the attention of these lawless depredators. I rubbed up 
my pistols, in the event of attack, and we vigilantly kept 
watch the whole night without further interruption, though 
sometimes the voices appeared within a very few paces of 
our place of shelter. Towards morning they had discovered 
the mast of the boat, when a hideous shouting denoted the 
coming storm. We had scarcely shoved the boat off the 
sand, when several hundred armed men approached, threat- 
ening to fire on us if we did not immediately return. The 
poor terrified boatmen were so intimidated that they ap- 
peared inclined to comply with the command, when I pre- 
sented a pistol and compelled them to row on, and they 
certainly exerted themselves manfully, for in a few minutes 
we had gained a distance of at least forty yards from shore, 
when a well-directed volley of musketrj' from these 
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miscreants killed two of the boatmen and shattered the oars 
to atoms, splintering the gunwale seats and covering. I then 
fired my two pistols, which, though at too great a distance 
to produce much effect, certainly surprised our adversaries, 
who ceased firing for several minutes, during which I de- 
tached the sail wound around the mast and then hastened 
to the tiller, thus saving the whole party from the inevitable 
fate of a most inhuman massacre. I had no assistance 
whatever in this operation, as the other boatmen and all my 
servants had crouched down in the hull of the boat paralysed 
with fear. Several other volleys of bullets came now rapidly 
amongst us ; one ball struck the tiller from my hand and 
others penetrated the sails and covering in all directions, 
and I was compelled to lean over the stem of the boat to 
keep her head, by the rudder, towards the desired point. 
Whilst in this position, another ball passed through the 
stern board and penetrated the upper part of my right thigh 
to the very bone. I was affected with a dizziness and numb- 
ness that for an instant obliged me to let go the rudder, but 
the reiterated shouts from shore soon awoke me to a sense 
of our peril, and I once more clung with agonising tenacity 
to this our only hope of preservation, and though bleeding 
profusely had still presence of mind to retain my hold until 
beyond reach of their continued volleys ; at length one of 
the boatmen, finding the danger over, came to my assistance, 
and I fell insensible to the bottom of the boat, from whence 
my wife and servants moved me to the shelter of the cover- 
ing or large cabin, in which, though completely riddled, my 
family had escaped uninjured. My two little boys, of three 
and four years old, were looking as pale as death ; they had 
been in the arms of their mother during the whole of this 
eventful period, lying on the cabin floor, which accounts 
for the miraculous escape, for had they been either sitting 
or standing, they must have fallen victims to this wanton 
and barbarous attack. We arrived at Cochin a few hours 
afterwards, when my old friend Colonel Hewitt, who com- 
manded tliere, sent out parties for the detection of the 
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miscreants, and they were hunted down until the whole had 
dispersed, though none were taken prisoners. For three 
weeks I was confined to my bed ; the ball was cut out of 
my thigh about five inches below the wound, and several 
small splinters of the bone extracted, which relieved me 
from pain. "We received every possible kindness and atten- 
tion from the garrison, and many of the wealthy inhabi- 
tants of the town (more regularly built and resembling an 
European style of architecture than any I have seen in 
India) ; but the innumerable swarms of mosquitoes, pro- 
duced by the surrounding stagnant swamps, renders it a 
most ineligible residence for the English, though the Dutch 
prefer the situation to any other on the Malabar coast. I 
cannot refrain from the relation of one fact that came under 
my immediate observation. The first night of my arrival 
the clouds of mosquitoes that infested my bed-chamber were 
so dense that respiration was impossible without inhaling 
a multitude of these noxious little pests, and as our curtains 
were not mounted, my pillow appeared like one mass of 
black liWng matter ; so closely had the mosquitoes assem- 
bled together on it, that the point of a pin could not have 
been inserted amongst them without destroying some of the 
nest. This may be considered exaggeration, though a 
faithful representation of the actual state of my bed- 
chamber. A disease prevails here called the " Cochin leg," a 
serious species of elephantiasis, deriving its origin from the 
unwholesome nature of the water, producing malignant 
fevers generally terminating in an enormous swelling of 
the legs, and continues thus during the remainder of exist- 
ence, and although from the knee downwards they are equal 
in size to the body, still it offers no impediment to activity 
and motion; the spectacle is disgusting, appearing like 
huge masses of blubber, and I may venture to affirm that 
one individual in everv six at Cochin is afflicted with this 
disgusting disease. I was therefore anxious to quit a place 
whose noxious atmosphere might render me an object of 
future derision, and before mv wounds were well closed I 
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once more embarked in an accommodation boat for Cbetwa, 
where my friend Mr. Baber having placed relays of palan- 
quin bearers, I proceeded on towards Seringapatajn via 
Paulghantcherrj'. Arriving at Coimbatore, I was delayed a 
few days from excess of fatigue. During this halt my palan- 
quin boys asked for a present of a few sheep, and giving 
them a pagoda (8s.), they soon brought thirteen lean sheep, 
as I imagined to select one for the money, but to my ex- 
cessive astonishment they had purchased the whole of them 
for the eight shillings, and told me they could have selected 
eight of the fattest sheep from a flock for the same money ; 
they had, however, preferred the thirteen, as more adapted 
to accompany us on a march. I was entertained at Coim- 
batore most sumptuously by a dubash belonging to Mr. 
Eiddle, who, although his master was absent, had 
directions to receive every passing European ofiScer 
and provide them with every accommodation his bun- 
galow could afford. Such an instance of liberal hospitality 
is rarely heard of in these degenerate days. Having first 
halted at a choultry near the town, this faithful dubash 
came towards me with many humble salaams, inviting me 
to take possession of his master's bungalow. I objected to 
this immediately, from motives of delicacy, naturally ima- 
gining that a family would be too great an incumbrance 
for a bachelor's house ; but the poor fellow assured me, if I 
did not accept the invitation his master would be angry and 
dismiss him from his service, when I reluctantly acceded to 
his wishes. We therefore proceeded to this bungalow, 
having the appearance of a superb palace ; the roof was 
supported by white polished columns of highly finished 
chunam, floors of the same material, on which it was almost 
dangerous to walk, from its extreme beautiful polish; 
mirrors of superb splendour ornamented each room ; ebony 
bedsteads, fine net mosquito curtains, with magnificent 
beds made of floss cotton, chairs of the most elegant satin- 
wood, and in fact every luxurious article of furniture that 
imagination could suggest adorned this unique mansion. 
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The beds, althougli two or three feet thick and immensely 
long and wide, weighed only eight or ten pounds, so light 
was the material they were composed of, with sheets like the 
driven snow; never shall I forget the delightful sensation 
I experienced when I extended my wounded and exhausted 
body on this mass of luxury, where I passed a most delicious 
week of heavenly repose. Though envying. the happy lot 
of an East Indian civilian, I internally prayed for the 
welfare of my liberal absent host. Champagne, claret, 
Madeira, an excellent English pale ale were all profusely 
placed on the hospitable board, accompanied by curries, 
ragouts, beef, mutton, and a variety of vegetables prepared 
by a first-rate cook. In my life I never passed seven days 
so agreeably ; at the termination, and on the eve of depar- 
ture, I was inclined to be most munificent to the domestics, 
but could not prevail on them to accept a solitary rupee ; 
the dubash signified that his patron would be " too much 
angry" if he accepted presents; he only required a chit 
(note) to prove that he had done his duty. This of course 
I wrote, expressing in the warmest terms my high sense of 
the extreme hospitality I and my family had received, with 
a pressing invitation to the mess of the 12th Regiment, 
should Mr. Riddle ever pass over our station. Alas ! poor 
fellow, I never saw him; he died some few years after- 
wards. Pity that men of such liberal, humane principles 
could not live to eternity ! I now proceeded on to Seringa- 
pat am, crossing the rapid and dangerous river Bowanny in 
basket-boats, and then mounting the stupendous Gazzeletty 
Pass into the Mysore country. On the summit of this 
mountain in the road three huge dead elephants were lying, 
represented to have died of old age. The vultures, kites, 
jackals, and other birds of prey were regaling themselves 
with a most abundant repast; on our approach they fled 
screaming away into the depth of the jungle. It was near 
this spot an old acquaintance of mine, an assistant surgeon 
by name Morgan, had a most miraculous escape. He was 
on a shooting excursion, when a large bear appeared, 
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trudging off with all speed, but being fired at with small 
shot, he returned and charged his adversary. A short struggle 
ensued, and Morgan's head was completely scalped by one of 
Bruin's paws ; at this moment a little spaniel that followed 
him flew at the bear's heels, who instantly quitted his prey 
for this fresh enemy, but the animal was too nimble for 
him and' escaped, when the bear re-entered the jungle and 
disappeared. Morgan was discovered by some of his party 
in the most deplorable state, with the scalp covering his 
face and insensible from loss of blood ; he was, however, 
cured, though a fever shortly after terminated his earthly 
career. The poor little faithful dog was lying close to his 
master when he was found, whining in the most piteous 
manner, and licking the wound. The latter end of July, 
1809, I entered Seringapatam, taking up my quarters pro 
tempore with my old friend Major De Haviland, of the 
Company's Engineers. After some days I rented a house 
overlooking the eastern side of the fortification, from whence 
I had a commanding view of the adjacent country, and 
where I was destined to view a scene that quite confounded 
my senses. I here learnt that the regiment was at Tri- 
chinopoly, but in daily expectation of moving to Walla- 
jahbad ; I therefore considered it prudent to remain a short 
time at my present station until my corps had reached the 
latter cantonment, and consequently forwarded a sick cer- 
tificate of my actual inability to join. However, on an 
intimation that the garrison of Seringapatam, then under 
command of Lieut. -Colonel Bell, of the Company's Ar- 
tillery, had taken possession of the fortress and were openly 
resisting the Government of Madras, directed by Sir George 
Barlow, I became exceedingly anxious to extricate myself 
from this dilemma. Everything being in confusion, I was 
unable to procure palanquin bearers or coolies, and was 
reluctantly necessitated to remain in this dangerous and 
equivocal position until more pacific times offered the means 
of removal. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Le regne du despotisme fid toujours le rhgne de la cmi- 
fusion, car le caprice na que des "mouvements et 
jwint de vues. In order to account for the mutinous state 
of the garrison of Seringapatam, a retrospective view of the 
state of Government affairs from the commencement of the 
year 1809 is requisite to explain this unprecedented phe- 
nomenon of a British army in open rebellion to the existing 
civil authorities of the country. I abstain from any exten- 
sive reasoning on the subject, and let those draw conclu- 
sions whose abilities may be considered adequate to decide 
on the ars gxihernandi of fickle mortals in temporary 
power. 

About the latter end of 1808, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Madras army, irritated by an unjust dismissal from 
a seat in council, determined to revisit his native land. A 
few weeks previous to the embarkation of the General (Mac- 
do wal), he issued the following order: — 

"Headquarters, Choultry Plain, 

"28th Jan., 1809. 
" G. 0. by the Commander-in-Chief. 

" The immediate departure of General Macdowal from 
Madras will prevent his pursuing the design of bringing 
Lieut. -Colonel Munro, Quarter-Master- General, to a trial 
for disrespect to the Commander-in-Chief, for disobedi- 
ence of orders and for contempt of military authority in 
having resorted to the power of the civil Government, in de- 
fiance of the judgment of the officer at the head of the army, 
who had placed him under arrest on charges preferred 
against him by a number of officers commanding native 
corps, in consequence of which appeal, direct to tho 
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honourable the President in Council, Lieut. -General Mac- 
dowal has received a positive order from the Chief Secretary 
to liberate Lieut. -Colonel Munro from arrest. Such conduct 
of Lieut. -Colonel Munro being destructive of subordination, 
subversive of military discipline, a violation of the sacred 
rights of the Commander-in-Chief, and holding out a most 
dangerous example to the Service, Lieut. -General Mac- 
dowal, in support of the dignity of the profession and his 
own station and character, feels it incumbent on him to ex- 
press his strongest disapprobation of Lieut. -Colonel Munro's 
unexampled proceedings, and considers it a solemn duty 
imposed upon him to reprimand Lieut. -Colonel Munro in 
general orders, and he is hereby reprimanded accordingly. 

"(Signed) S. MACDOWAL, 

*' Assistant Adjutant-General." 



It appeared that Lieut. -Colonel Munro had involved him- 
self in delinquencies amenable to the cognizance of a 
military tribunal, in consequence of which charges of a 
serious nature were preferred against him by several officers, 
not only of elevated rank but of unsullied reputation; ac- 
cusations thus advanced and forwarded to the Commander- 
in-Chief, it was deemed expedient to place the arraigned 
delinquent in arrest, the usual mode of procedure on all 
similar occasions, a mode established by law and recognised 
by custom. Under this impression, General Macdowal 
could not have anticipated any interference from the civil 
Government, an event that did not even suggest itself in 
the remotest manner to his imagination, as his rights were 
defined beyond a doubt, and his authority in this respect 
certainly exclusive ; the officer who had disgraced himself 
by misconduct was therefore placed in arrest, and a few 
days would have substantiated either his innocence or guilt 
bv that most honourable of all tribunals, a Court Martial. 
Conscious, however, of having acted a flagitious part, he 
abjectly sheltered himself under the protection of the civil 
power, by whom, it was rumoured, he had been instigated 
to set military authority at defiance; thus supported, he 
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was released from that durance to which every officer of 
untarnished honour is ambitious of aspiring when unjust 
accusations have been disseminated to the prejudice of his 
character. From this circumstance it was generally con- 
sidered that an evident collusion must have existed between 
Lieut. -Colonel Munro and Sir George Barlow, the Governor 
of iladras, as no military man had ever before appealed to 
the civil power on a similar emergency, nor would such an 
unprecedented application have been attended to by any 
Governor unbiassed by prejudice. From this interference 
it appeared that the Madras administration had views in 
contemplation inimical to the interests of the army, es- 
pecially as General Macdowal had been suddenly deprived 
of a seat in council, the invariable right of every preceding 
Commander-in-Chief. Lieut.-Colonel Munro was accord- 
ingly released from arrest, malgre every representation of 
the unheard of injustice of the innovation on military ar- 
rangements. Affairs thus situated, with the additional 
mortification to General Macdowal that 15,000 men had 
taken the field without his knowledge, but actually within 
his command, perceiving himself an absolute cipher, and 
that Sir George Barlow had virtually assumed the command 
of the army, he instantly sent in his resignation of the 
shadow of the high situation he held, and previous to em- 
barkation for England issued the order before transcribed. 
"NATiat latent cause originated the antipathy of the Governor 
of Madras towards the Commander-in-Chief has never been 
distinctly explained, but it is evident that this innovation 
on the rights of the army gave rise to the most dangerous 
commotion that ever menaced our Asiatic possessions. The 
strong appeal of General Macdowal to the feelings of a body 
of enlightened men soon produced its effect, insinuating a 
species of venom into their very nature not easily sup- 
pressed, and which manifested itself in evident symptoms 
of anarchy and a respectful memorial from the officers of 
the army, of wliich I shall have occasion to refer hereafter. 
General Macdowal, on the publication of his order, ought 
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certainly to have awaited with manly fortitude the result 
of his appeal, instead of which he hastily embarked and 
sailed previous to the promulgation of the following order 
from Sir George Barlow : — 

" Adjutant-General's Office, 

" Fort St. George. 
" G. 0. bv Government. 31st Jan, 1809. 

"It has recently come to th,e knowledge of the honour- 
able the Governor in Council that Lieut. -General Hay 
Macdowal did, previously to his embarkation from the 
Presidency, leave to bo published to the army a general 
order, dated 28th inst., in the highest degree disrespectful 
to the authoritv of the Government, in which that officer 
has presumed i\j found a public censure on an act adopted 
under the immediate authority of the Governor in Council, 
and to convey insinuations grossly derogatory to the chai- 
acter of the Government and subversive of military disci- 
pline, and of the foundation of p iblic authority. The 
resignation of General Macdowal, of the command of the 
army of Fort St. George, not having been yet received, it 
becomes the dutv of the Governor in Council, in considera- 
tion of the violent and inflammatory proceedings of that 
officer, on the present and on other recent occasions, and for 
the purpose of preventing a possible repetition of further 
acts of outrage, to anticipate the period of his expected re- 
signation, and to annul the appointment of Lieut. -General 
Macdowal to the command of the army of the Presidency. 
Lieut. -General Macdowal is accordingly hereby removed 
from the station of the Commander-in-Chief of the forces 
of Fort St. George. The Governor in Council must lament 
with the deepest regret the necessity of resorting to an ex- 
treme measure of this nature, but where a manifest endea- 
vour has been used to bring into degradation the supreme 
public authority, it is essential that the vindication should 
not be less signal than the offence, and that a memorable 
example should be given that proceedings subversive of 
established order can find no security under the sanction of 
rank, however high of station or however exalted. 
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** The general order in question having been circulated, 
under the signature of the Deputy Adjutant- General of the 
army, it must have been known to that officer, that in giving 
currency to a paper of this offensive description he was 
acting in direct violation of his duty to the Government, as 
no authority can justify the execution of an illegal act, 
connected as that act obviously in the present case has been 
with views of the most reprehensible nature. The Governor 
in Council thinks it proper to mark his highest displeasure 
at the conduct of Major Boles, by directing that he shall be 
suspended from the sei-vice of the honourable Company. 
The general order left by the Commander-in-Chief for pub- 
lication, under date the 28th inst., is directed to be expunged 
from every public record, and the Adjutant-General of the 
army will immediately circulate the necessary orders for 
that purpose. 

"(Signed) G. BUCHAN, 

" Chief Secretary to Government. 

** The honourable the Governor in Council appoints Major 
General F. Gowdie to the command of the army of thia 
Presidencv until further orders." 

I am of opinion that Sir George Barlow would not have 
dared the promulgation of the above order had General 
Macdowal been actually on the spot, or he might have 
nolens volens been placed in a massula-boat and sent over 
the surf ; for although the army be not a deliberative body, 
yet in emergencies of this nature a question may arise as 
to the necessity of interference which might tend to the pre- 
vention of a complication of serious disasters, that compre- 
hensive and reflecting minds foresee as the inevitable con- 
sequence of unprecedented and dangerous innovations. The 
poor general was, however, on his passage to Europe, which. 
he was fated never to reach. A hurricane off the Isle of 
France sank three large Indiamen; in one the ill-fated 
general and his staff went down, happily for the investi- 
gation of the conduct of Sir George Barlow, as an account 
of the transaction was now consigned to his fertile imagina- 
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tion, and representations made with impunity that other- 
wise might not have been so successful. As Major Boles 
had a wife and family, and was by the arbitrary suspension 
from rank and pay now left destitute, the officers of the 
army entered into a handsome subscription for his relief — 
a subject of grave offence to Sir George Barlow, who an- 
imadverted on their conduct in unmeasured terms. At 
the mess-table of the Madras European Regiment, then 
stationed at Masulipatam, two young lieutenants, refusing 
to drink the health of Sir George Barlow, were banished to 
some unhealthy hill-fort and the regiment ordered to em- 
bark on English frigates, to act as marines ; but the whole 
corps, supported by a battalion of Sepoys, flew to arms, and 
declared they would not serve on board His Majesty's fri- 
gates, as they had been especially enlisted for the Company's 
service, and that embarking them on King's ships was a 
direct violation of the tenor of their attestations; thev 
were, however, ready to proceed on any Company man-of- 
war cruiser, declaring they thought it very hard to be pun- 
ished for the thoughtless expressions or acts of two young 
inebriated officers. A communication was soon conveyed 
of the proceedings at Masulipatam to the whole coast army, 
every part of which evinced a disposition to resist the excess 
of tyranny resorted to by Sir George Barlow, and every 
Company's regiment on the Madras establishment now 
came to the determination of resisting any oppressive 
measures that might emanate from the authority of Sir 
George, who now issued a paper for the signature of all 
officers, who professed allegiance and fidelity to his govern- 
ment, and those who refused compliance were directed to be 
imprisoned in hill-forts and other ineligible stations, until 
a revolution should be effected in their refractory spirits. 
The following is the spirit of the test, as it was denominated 
test, or pledge of obedience : " We, the undersigned officers 
of the honourable Company's service, do in the most solemn 
manner declare upon our word of honour as British officers, 
that we will obey the orders and support the authority of 
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the honourable the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, 
agreeably to the tenor of our commissions, which we hold 
from that Government." This document was considered by 
the army as an additional insult and was almost universally 
rejected, except by a few irresolute, timid characters who 
affixed their names, incited most probably by the hope of 
succeeding to lucrative employments that might become 
vacant by the secession of their brother officers rather than 
with a view of any beneficial result in favour of the Govern- 
ment from this line of conduct; several hundred officers 
were consequently sent on to Pondicherry, and still greater 
numbers to hill- forts in the interior of the country. Whilst 
these proceedings were in agitation, the Company's troops 
had seized on various fortresses and commenced operations 
for the junction of armies, and amongst others the town of 
Seringapatam was selected as a rendezvous, and two bat- 
talions of Sepoys commenced marching from the strong 
fort of Chittledroog, to form a junction with the garrison 
of Seringapatam, the different stations of Company's troops 
having now all unanimously resolved to resist the wanton 
punishment resorted to by Sir George Barlow. As I was 
present at Seringapatam, confined by my wounds and 
general debility, I could coolly and dispassionately survey 
the various proceedings in the garrison as they progressively 
transpired. On the 28th July, 1809, a rumour was circu- 
lated that the fort was destined to an attack from the 
Mysorean army, including His Majesty's 69th Foot, and 
the 25th Dragoons ; this information was conveyed to the 
garrison by an officer friendly to the cause. The place was 
consequently armed at all points, and perfectly prepared for 
the contemplated assault ; but all remained tranquil until 
the 4th of August, when the two companies of His Majesty's 
80th Eegiment, composing part of the garrison, were 
directed to vacate the fort, to prevent collision between them 
and the Sepoys, one of the drunken men having applied 
the epithet of mutineer to a matross of the Company's artil- 
lery. This precaution was indispensably necessary to 
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prevent an immediate effusion of blood, as the matross had 
knocked down the offender, and several individuals on both 
sides had prepared to decide the dispute at the point of the 
bayonet; an officer timely interfered, endeavouring to 
pacif}" the parties, and partly succeeded, but could not 
eradicate the deep-rooted resentment this unfortunate 
transaction gave rise to. Colonel Bell, the commandant, 
deemed it prudent to place an insuperable barrier to future 
disputes and the probable massacre of His Majesty's troops, 
and these two companies were accordingly directed to quit 
the fort, and join the besieging army outside. He also 
requested a suspension of hostilities until the arrival of 
Lord Minto, the Governor- General, who was hourly ex- 
pected at Madras, by whom all differences were expected 
to be adjusted. No reply was returned to this request, and 
an awful pause of several days ensued, when, on the 10th 
August, 1809, an encampment was perceived on an eminence 
about two miles to the eastward of the fort, considerably 
within range of the guns, consisting of the 25th Dragoons 
and 59th Foot, just arrived from Bangalore. At six o'clock 
the following morning a cannonade was distinctly heard 
in the same quarter, though at a considerable distance ; 
however, it was soon ascertained that the two battalions of 
Sepoys from Chittledroog were approaching, surrounded 
by a horde of Mysorean cavalry, with whom they were 
warmly engaged, formed in one large square and repulsing 
the attacks in every direction with the coolest intrepidity, 
arriving within two miles of the fort, in spite of every 
obstacle. At this momentous crisis, two squadrons of 
the 25th Dragoons galloped up to the spot, drawing 
up opposite the gallant battalions; a pause of a few- 
minutes ensued, when the dragoons, forming with the 
Mysorean cavalry, charged the square, who, on the 
hostile approach of the British, threw down their arms 
and hastened towards the fortress pursued by the 
cavalry. They had dispersed in obedience to previous 
orders, that if attacked by the King's troops they were to 

o 2 
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offer no resistance ; the officers and Sepoys were only pre- 
served from indiscriminate massacre by a few shots from 
the garrison plunging amongst them; they soon gave up 
the pursuit. The remains of these battalions were soon 
admitted into the fort, and explained the extraordinary 
scene that had just occurred. It appeared that Lieut. 
Jefferies, of the 25th Dragoons, had advanced before his 
squadron extending in his hand a white handkerchief; 
imagimn«4: this a signal for a conference, a Sepoy officer 
stepped forward, but ere they had approached each other 
sufficiently near to effect an explanation, Lieut. Jefferies 
wheeled round his horse and rejoined his men, when a 
simultaneous charge of the British and Mysorean horse was 
the immediate result. It proved that Lieut. Jefferies, on 
his advance for the professed purpose of offering terms of 
accommodation, received a slight scratch just below the 
right ear, from whence or by what weapon could not be 
ascertained ; this circumstance induced him to gallop off 
and represent himself wounded, and an immediate charge 
was the consequence. Jfow, 3,000 Mysorean horse, with 
a considerable body of matchlock-men, had been skirmish- 
ing with the battalions the whole of the morning, and were 
actually firing at the instant this flag of truce was proferred ; 
it is probable a random shot from this rabble might have 
occasioned the hurt. The Sepoys certainly did not fire on the 
25th Dragoons, as the lieutenant's was the only casualty 
that occurred ; the wound was so superficial that scarcely 
a tinge of blood was discovered. On the entrance of the 
dispersed Sepoys into the garrison, they exclaimed loudly 
that they had been betrayed by their officers, and the other 
troops joining them, all was anarchy and confusion, as they 
insisted on being led immediately against the King's 
troops. The distressed commandant, anxious to pre- 
serve the lives of the officers, at length promised that 
in a few hours they should be satisfied, and the 
same evening several field-pieces and howitzers were 
drawn up on the island near the banks of the river 
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Cauvery, placed so that the shot and shell might sweep 
the rear of the British encampment without doing any exe- 
cution. This disposition of attack gratified the Sepoys, who 
were not, however, aware of the humane intention of Colonel 
Bell for the preservation of His Majesty's troops. The 
commanding officer of the Chittledroog battalion suffered 
severely in the conflict, having received thi*ee sabre wounds 
and being taken prisoner by the Mysore horse ; he was com- 
pelled in this miserable plight to march from the place of 
slaughter to Mysore, a distance of twelve miles, goaded on 
with the points of their sabres. Though bleeding profusely 
and almost exhausted, he contrived to support himself until 
within a mile of his destination, when his vile treatment 
being announced to the British Resident, the honourable 
Arthur Cole, a palanquin was forwarded for his accommo- 
dation, and he was thus preserved. Mr. Cole had a few days 
previous, injudiciously despatched the Mysorean cavalry 
for the purpose of preventing the march of the Sepoys from 
Chittledroog, with positive orders to the native chief to 
attack them if they persisted in the advance to Seringa- 
patam. This verbal command being disregarded, the two bar- 
talions were harassed during this long march of 160 miles, 
in continued skirmishes, and although the horse charged 
repeatedly in heavy bodies, they were incapable of making 
the least impression on the square of infantry, who would 
certainly have accomplished their object had not the charge 
of the 25th Dragoons dispersed them, which was submitted 
to in obedience to the instructions of the officer who com- 
manded them. The whole baggage was plundered and the 
wives of the Sepoys treated most brutally, many of them 
suffering amputation of nose and ears for the valuable gold 
rings that they usually wear on them, a circumstance that 
exasperated the misled Sepoys more than any other, except 
the order to throw down their arms in the event of attack 
from Europeans, which impressed them with the idea that 
they had been betrayed by the officers who commanded them, 
asserting with every appearance of probability that if they 
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had been permitted to repel the attack of the 25th Dragoons 
by a volley of sharp file-firing, they could have reached 
iSeringapatam with one-tentJi of the loss they actually ex- 
perienced, as a few yards only intervened between them and 
tlie marshy paddy or rice-fields, where the cavalry could 
not have a^'ted without the horses plunging knee-deep in 
mud at every step. Discarding further comments on thi» 
ungrateful subject, it is now only necessary to observe that 
the skirts of the British encampment were fired on that 
night, without injury, in order to appease the resentmehi 
of the Sei)oys, several hundred of whom were dying in thr. 
hospital of the wounds received on this disastrous day. In- 
formation was shortly communicated that Lord Minto had 
arrived at Madras, and that the Company's officers of the 
other stations had all submitted to his authority, and con- 
se(iuently, as there was now no question of Sir George 
Barlow, the fortress was immediately given up cheerfully 
to the besieging force. Several officers were brought to a 
Court Martial and restored to their rank, except Lieut.- 
Col. Bell, who was dismissed the Company's service; the 
army, however, subscribed, and made a munificent provi- 
sion for him dming life. He was accidentally thrown into a 
perilous and unfortunate situation, but was beloved and 
respected, for his honourable and benevolent character, by 
all who had the advantage of his acquaintance. As Lord 
Minto declined the responsibility of acting in the Madras 
Government, fiom motives of delicacy, the ensuing accoiuit 
of the foregoing aff aii* was promulgated to the army : — 

"Fort St. George, 18th August, 1809. 
" G. 0. by the honourable the Governor in Council. 

" The Governor in Council has received intelligence that 
the troops at Cliittledroog, consisting of the Ist battalion 
of the 8th and loth Regiments Native Infantry, seized in 
the latter end of July the public treasure at that station, 
deserted the post entrusted to their care, and, in obedience 
to an order they received from a committee who have 
usurped the public authority at Seringapatam, marched. 
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on the 6tli inst., to join the disaffected troops in that gar- 
rison, plundering the villages on their route. The British 
Resident and the officer commanding in Mysore prohibited 
in the most positive terms the advance of the troops from 
Chittledroog, and demanded from the European officers a 
compliance with the resolution of the Governor in Council 
of the 26th ult., by either declaring that they would obey 
the orders of Government according to the tenor of their 
commissions or withdrawing for the present from the exercise 
of authority. The officers having refused to comply with 
his requisition, and having persisted in advancing towards 
Seringapatam, it became unavoidably necessary to prevent 
by force their entrance into the garrison. In the contest 
that ensued, a detachment from the British force, under the 
command of Lieut. -Col. Gibbs, aided by a body of Mysore 
horse and 1st battalion 3rd Native Infantry, entirely de- 
feated and dispersed the corps from Chittledroog. During 
this affair a sally was made from the garrison of Seringa- 
patam on Lieut.-Col. Gibbs' camp, but was instantly driven 
back by the pickets and 5th Regiment Native Cavalry, 
under the command of Captain Bean, of His Majesty's 20th 
Light Dragoons, in charge of that regiment. Nearly the 
whole of the rebel force was destroyed, while one casualty 
only was sustained by the British troops. Lieutenant 
Jefferies, of His Majesty's 25th Light Dragoons, having 
zealously offered to carry a flag of truce, which Lieut.-Col. 
Gibbs, anxious to prevent the effusion of blood, was desirous 
of despatching to the rebel troops, was slightly wounded in 
the execution of that duty, by a volley fired by the express 
command of an European officer. 

" While the Governor in Council participates in the feel- 
ings of sorrow that must have been experienced by the 
British forces in acting against the rebel force, and deeply 
laments the unfortunate but imperious necessity which 
existed for that proceeding, he considers it to be due to the 
conduct of the British forces to express his high admira- 
tion and applause of the zeal, firmness and patriotism they 
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displayed on that most distressing occasion; their con- 
duct affords a further proof of the superior influence in their 
minds of the princij)les of virtue, loyalty and honour over 
every other consideration, and eminently entitles thena to 
])ublic approbation. Lieut.-Col. Gibbs, Lieut.-Col. Adams, 
Major Carden, Captain Bean, and Lieutenant Jefferies 
availed themselves of the opportunity on this occasion of 
serving their country. The Governor in Council is also 
happy to distinguish the zeal and loyalty displayed by the 
5th Regiment Xative Cavalry, the 1st Battalion Native 
Infantry, and the Mysore troops, who all manifested an 
eager desire to perform their duty. The Mysore horse on 
one occasion put the column of the Chittledroog troops to 
flight, and took two guns and both the colours from one of 
the battalions, a memorable proof of the weakness of men 
acting in the worst of causes. 

** That a body of officers should deliberately disobey the 
orders of their Government, seize the public treasure under 
their protection, abandon the post entrusted to their charge, 
march to join a party of men in open opposition to au- 
thority, plunder the dominions of a British ally, and finally 
bear arms against their country, must excite grief and 
astonishment, but the conduct of these officers in urging 
innocent men under their command, who had the most 
powerful claims on their humanity and care, in the guilt 
and danger of rebellion, constitute an aggravation of their 
offence that cannot be contemplated without feelings of the 
deepest indignation and sorrow. The Governor in Council 
is very far from wishing to aggravate the misconduct of 
these deluded and unhappy men, but he earnestly hopes the 
example of their armies and of their fate will still impress 
on the minds of the officers who have joined in their plans, 
a sense of the danger of their situation, and the propriety 
of their endeavouring by their early obedience and future 
zeal to efface the deep stain that has been cast on the honour 
of the Madras army. 

" In announcing to the native troops the distressing 
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events described in this order, the Governor in Council must 
express his concern that any part of the native army should 
be so far deluded by misrepresentation, and so lost to a sense 
of the obligations of fidelity, honour and religion, as to act 
against the Government which has long supported them. 
The general order of the 3rd inst., and the conduct that has 

been observed towards the native troops at the Presidency, 
the Mount Villore, Trichonopoly, Bellary, Gooly and 

Bangalore, must convince the whole native army of the 
anxiety of Government to promote their welfare, and save 
them from the dangers into which they were likely to be 
plunged. The Governor in Council still places the greatest 
confidence in the fidelity and zeal of the native troops, and 
is convinced that they will not willingly sully the high 
reputation which they have so long enjoyed by joining in 
the execution of plans that must end in their disgrace and 
ruin. The Governor in Council trusts that the unhappy 
fate of the Chittledroog battalions, who allowed themselves 
to be engaged in opposition to their Government, will have 
the effect of preventing any other part of the native army 
from suffering themselves, under any circumstances, to be 
placed in a situation adverse to their duty and allegiance. 
The Governor in Council avails himself of this occasion to 
express in the most public manner his high sense of the 
zeal, moderation, energy and abilities displayed by the 
Government of Mysore and by the British Resident and 
commanding officer during the transactions that have 
recently occurred in that country- The British Resident 
and commanding officer in Mysore did not permit the 
adoption of coercive measures until every means of expostu- 
lation and forbearance had been exhausted, and until they 
were compelled to embrace the alternative of employing 
force to prevent the most fatal evils to the cause of their 
country. 

" The Governor in Council requests that the honourable 
Mr. Cole and Lieut. -Colonel Davis will be pleased to accept 
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the expression of his highest approbation and thanks for the 
moderation, firmness and ability which they manifested on 
this unprecedented and distressing occasion. 

"(Signed) H. EALCONER, 

" Chief Secretary to Government." 

The foregoing order is excellent, if the misstatements and 
fabrications contained therein did not disgrace the authority 
from whence it issued. I speak from ocular proof, having 
viewed from the ramparts of Seringapatam, which my 
house overlooked, the whole hostile proceeding that occurred 
on the eminence where the pretended conflict took place, 
and I solemnly affirm that the Chittledroog battalions did 
not fire a volley, but dispersed on the immediate charge 
of the Dragoons, without resistance ; if they had fired, more 
fatal effects must have ensued than the scratch of one 
individual officer. 

It was proved also, at the Court Martial held at Banga- 
lore on Colonel Bell, at which I was summoned and present, 
iis jin evidruco that, the test was never offered for signature 
to the officers at Chittledroog, consequently they could not 
have refused compliance. It was also proved that the 
Mysore horse had plundered the villages, and not the Chittle- 
droog battalions, as represented in this order ; nor did they 
lose guns or colours during the march, until they were 
attacked by the Dragoons before the fortress, when every- 
thing was abandoned in obedience to previous instructions 
from their officers. It appears to me that undue interfer- 
ence by Sir George i$arlow in the acknowledged rights of 
the anny occasioned all this anarchy and confusion, and 
certainly at the commencement of the affair both King's and 
Company's officers were equally indignant on the occasion ; 
but lucrative commands and splendid promises seduced the 
commanding officers of the King's regiments to adhere to 
the cause of Sir George, or he must have been dismissed 
fi'om his government or our Indian possessions would have 
fallen to military authority and perhaps been for ever lost 
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to the mother country. I still retain documents to prove 
this position, but my principal object is to narrate the 
events of a long life, without involving myself in the arcana 
of politics. 

At the conclusion of Colonel Bell's Court Martial I had 
quite recovered from the effects of my wounds, and in May, 
1810, arrived with my family at Wallajahbad, where I was 
congratulated by all my friends on my escape from friend 
and foe, though it was significantly hinted that after so long 
an absence I had some symptoms of the rebel about me; 
and with these jocular observations I soon resumed my usual 
routine of military duties, not however very well pleased 
with Sir George Barlow, who had certainly occasioned my 
protracted delay and caused me many disagreeable sensa- 
tions during my residence at Seringapatam, from whence 
I was compelled to forward monthly sick certificates to the 
regiment, to evince my actual inability to quit the garrison. 

In May, 1810, the flank companies of the 12th were 
ordered to march from Wallajahbad to Madras, to compose 
part of an expedition fitting out for the attack on the island 
of Bourbon, the French squadron from Mauritius and this 
isle having captured and destroyed innumerable vessels 
belonging to the East India Company, and obtained treasure 
to an incalculable amount; about 2,000 Europeans and 
a like proportion of Sepoys were embarked and proceeded 
on their voyage towards this island. The passage from 
Madras was favourable, and they reached the small island 
of Rodriguez on the 20th June, 1810, which had been taken 
possession of some weeks previously by Colonel Keating, by 
a force under his command, with which he had attacked and 
plundered the town of St. Paul's in Bourbon, burning the 
arsenal and public stores, and conveying away a rich booty. 

The French denominated this a wanton act and a barbarous 
innovation on the acknowledged system of civilised warfare, 
comparing Keating and his force to a set of fiihustiers or 
buccaneers ; certainly the island miorht have been at once 
carried without unnecessary experiment, which added no 
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lustre to our national glory. The requisite arrangements 
having been completed, the expedition proceeded under 
convoy of the " Boadicea '' and '* Nereide " frigates, com- 
manded by Captains Rowley and Willoughby, two gallant 
officers, the latter a terror to the inhabitants of the Mau- 
ritius and Bourbon, around which he had been cruising for 
many months, landing frequently with parties of his crew 
and carrying off many respectable habitants, to the great 
disgust of the chivalrous Frenchmen. On approaching the 
island, they were joined by three other English frigates, the 
"Sirius," '* Magicienne " and *' Iphigenia," and came in 
sight of Bourbon on the morning of the 7th July. It was 
decided to attack the capital (St. Denis). The principal 
part of the force, under Colonel Keating, was to land at the 
village of St. Marie, five miles to the eastward of the 
capital, and the remainder of the force at Grande Chaloupe, 
six miles to the westward, under the command of Colonel 
Frazer, who w^ere directed to disembark two hours before 
the headquarters party. This they effected about 12 o'clock, 
and ascended the side of a tremendous ravine, again de- 
scending on the other side of the steep rock, several ravines 
offering almost insurmountable obstacles on the road to 
St. Denis, of an equally barren and frightful description. 
The main force, under Keating, attempted to land at St. 
Marie, but the sw^ell of the sea caused such a high surf on 
the beach that for some time they were unsuccessful ; the 
gallant Willoughby, in a small schooner, at length drove on 
shore, which example was imitated by many of the ships' 
boats, and about 200 men effected a landing, but in a most 
deplorable condition, almost without arms, with the greatest 
proportion of the ammunition saturated with sea- water; 
many lives were lost and the schooner and boats dashed to 
pieces on the beach. The distressing and perilous situation 
of those on shore was obvious, for had the enemy, who were 
strongly posted in the vicinity, attacked them, they must 
either have been annihilated or taken prisoners of war. 
The commodore (Rowley), perfectly conscious of the 
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precarious situation of these gallant men, made signal for 
one of the large transports to run on shore, which was 
accordingly executed ; but this had not the desired effect, a 
few boats only being enabled to land some few men under 
shelter of the transport's side, and only 300 in toto were 
safely got on shore, many perishing in the last attempt. 
Aware now of the impracticability of further aid to this 
party, they were left to their fate, and Colonel Keating pro- 
ceeded with the remainder of the army to Grande Chaloupe, 
to prosecute the attempt on that side, leaving the " Boa- 
dicea" frigate off St. Marie. During the night the surf 
had considerably subsided, when an additional force was 
landed from the frigate, and they were instructed to march 
towards St. Denis, for the purpose of co-operating with the 
attack on the western quarter under Colonel Frazer, who, 
having disembarked without opposition, proceeded on as 
before described over the rocky and mountainous road 
towards St. Denis, and in the afternoon reached the brow 
of a lofty precipice overhanging the plain near the town, 
from which it was about a mile distant; here he halted 
during the night. The following morning Colonel Frazer 
descended by the zig-zag road into the plain below, under 
a heavy cannonade from the town and field-pieces attached 
to a body of Frenchmen of about 400 drawn up on the 
plain. These were instantly charged and driven over the 
river, and he took possession of a redoubt which supported 
their right flank; this they abandoned at once. During 
this little affair Colonel Keating had arrived, and a flag of 
truce being advanced, he was admitted into the town; a 
short conference ensued, and the island was transferred to 
the dominion of the English. Lieut. Munro of the 86th 
was killed in the attack, and Lieut. McCreagh severely 
wounded in the shoulder. The party from St. Marie had 
reached the town as the terms of surrender were agreed to. 
Lieut. Spink, of the 12th, had been shot through the leg, 
and a few men wounded on the night after the distressing 
debarkation ; had the French known their miserable plight, 
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they must all have been made prisoners. Mr. Farquhar 
was now installed as Governor, having accompanied the 
expedition fiom Calcutta for the purpose. It was now 
determined to annoy the good people of the Mauritius. The 
four fi'igates, ** Sirius," " Magicienne/' Iphigenia'' and 
"Nereide." which were crowded v/itli troops, attacked and 
carried the small fortified barren rock at the entrance of 
Grand Port t ailed the Is e de la Passe. Tue " Nereide " was 
stationed near the rock, and the other three frigates cruised 
off Port Louis. During their absence three French frigates, 
with two captured Indiamen, their prizes, appeared off 
Grand Port, standing straight into the harbour, into which 
they passed, except one, and then receiving a broadside 
fi'om the "Nereide," the smallest of them struck her 
colours, but being supported by the other frigates, cut her 
cable and followed the other vessels. The "Windham" 
Indiaman, being a heavy sailer and not yet quite within 
the reef, tacked on hearing the firing and put to sea, but 
was afterwards taken by our squadron. Three French 
fiigates and a captured Indiaman were thus enclosed in 
Grand Port harbour, without a possibility of escape, the 
" Nereide " being anchored in the mouth of the entrance 
of the reef, not 100 yards wide, supported by the strong 
battery of the Isle de la Passe, w^hich was not 20 fathoms 
from her. Had the English only waited patiently for the 
grand expedition, which was hourly expected from India, 
the French squadron must have surrendered at discretion, 
as well as that riding in the harbour of Port Louis, without 
additional bloodshed; but this judicious procrastination 
did not accord with the energetic, fearless disposition of the 
gallant Willoughby, who signalled for the other three 
frigates, which in a few hours entered the narrow channel 
of the coral reef and brought up close to the " Nereide." A 
consultation of the captains ensued ; the senior, Pym, was 
averse to the project of attack, but after some warm alter- 
cation, and an assurance that a pilot was ready to conduct 
them through the sinuous intricacies of the reef that 
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intervened between them and tlie French, a space of at least 
five miles, the fiery arguments of Willonghby at length 
overcame the better judgment and prudence of his more 
temperate, judicious, and equally brave commanding officer. 
Every possible precaution was then adopted that human 
foresight could suggest to ensure the success of the enter- 
prise. The enemy had in the meantime erected several 
batteries on the most projecting points of rock and filled 
their vessels with soldiers, despatched from Port Louis by 
General Decaen, for the purpose of assisting in the defence 
of the squadron. As the English came within range of shot 
the action commenced, but suddenly the "Iphigenia," 
" Mag'icienne " and " Sirius '' grounded on a coral bank, thus 
leaving the unfortunate " Nereide " exposed to the destruc- 
tive fire of the enemy's concentrated force. The three 
stranded frigates had fired a broadside or two, when the 
French cut their cables and were driven on shore ; but now 
perceiving the helpless situation of the three gallant vessels, 
who were too distant to be seriously damaged by their fire, 
every effort was directed to destroy the "Nereide," which 
had anchored close to them ; in a few hours she was a com- 
plete wreck — ^mast, yards, and rigging cut to atoms, with 
the whole crew killed or wounded on the decks. The hills 
around were crowded with spectators, viewing this novel 
spectacle, and afterwards did ample justice to the chivalrous 
bravery of the British sailors. About 10 o'clock at night, 
finding the " Nereide '' fire silenced, the French ventured to 
board her, and there found the heroic Willoughby on the 
deck, lying amongst his gallant officers and crew, all wel- 
tering in theii' blood, the upper part of his cheek bone 
carried away by a ball and several wounds in his body. 
The frigate was a complete wreck, pierced through and 
through by hundreds of cannon balls ; in the annals of 
naval history never was a more frightful scene recorded. 
The " Magicienne " and " Sirius," after many hours' ex- 
posure to the fire of the French batteries, and losing many 
men, were reluctantly abandoned; the former was burnt 
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by the crew, the latter sank in deep water. The "Iphi- 
genia/* after incredible exertion, was warped off the reef, 
but too late to afford aid .to the deplorably situated "Ne- 
reide,'* and received on board the remainder of the oiBBeers 
and men of the other two frigates, and regained the 
anchorage near the Isle de la Passe; having provisioned 
this post, she proceeded to the Isle de Bourbon. The French, 

recovered from the panic occasioned by this rash attack 
(which would certainly have succeeded had not our ships 
touched the coral reef), resolved to retake the important 
battery of the Isle de la Passe ; but our troops did not sur- 
render it until they had exhausted all their water, with 
which the rock was totally unprovided, except the casks left 
by the shipping. After repulsing the enemy several times, 
they were at length reduced to the necessity of capitulating, 
to be sent to Bourbon, but they were most dishonourably 
forwarded to Port Louis and there detained as prisoners of 
war. The official letter on this unhappy affair, from 
Captain Pym to the Government of Bourbon, dated 24th 
August, 1810, may be referred to in Note No. 1, and as I 
have never seen a copy of his despatch in the English lan- 
guage, nor a detailed account of the loss of these frigates, 
the extract was copied from the " Bourbon Government 
Gazette.'' The bravery of Captain Willoughby was eu- 
logized by the following distich : — 

" All bravo Willoughby, commandant la ' Nereide ' frigate 
de sa Majeste Britannique : 

''A la grandeur du vrai courage 

Tous les peuples rendent hommage : 

Re(;;ois le notre, Willoughby I 
Du errand Nelson tu montras la vaillance, 

Le ciol le fit semblable a lui 

Et sur les traits voulut aussi 
Du meme sceau marquer la ressemblance." 

It was well known to all civilized nations that Nelson had 
lost an eye. Willoughby had also an eye shot out in some 
previous action, of which the French took advantage in 
conveying this pretty compliment. 
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The result of this calamitous affair gave the French a 
decided superiority in these seas, and sailing immediately 
for Bourbon with four frigates, blockaded the " Boadicea " 
(Capt. Rowley) in St. Paul's roadstead with the " Otter " 
sloop of war. At this eventful period the English frigate 
*' Africaine ' (Capt. Corbet) arrived, and in conjunction 
with Commodore Rowley proceeded to attack the French 
squadron. The " Africaine,'' sailing admirably, at once 
engaged the French, taking up a rash position between two 
of their frigates. A calm came on, and after a most des- 
perate defence the " Africaine " was taken in sight of the 
" Boadicea,'' then five miles astern. Capt. Corbet lost his 
leg, and when informed of the capture of his ship, furiously 
tore off the bandages of his wound, and thus fell a victim 
to his too ardent courage and zeal for the service. A 
breeze springing up, the French, who had been roughly 
handled, made off, leaving the " Africaine" to be recap- 
tured by Commodore Rowley, by whom she was towed into 
St. Paul's, completely dismasted and with several feet of 
water in the hold. A short time afterwards the "Ceylon" 
frigate, with General Abercrombie on board, was passing 
Port Louis on his voyage to Bourbon, when two French 
frigates gave chase ; he was overtaken by " La Venus," and 
after a gallant action both vessels were dismasted; the 
other Frenchman coming up, he was compelled to submit, 
and struck his colours accordingly. Commodore Rowley, 
hearing the distant cannonade whilst lying at St. Paul's, 
put to sea, and was fortunate enough to capture the two 
dismasted frigates, the other French frigate sheering off at 
his approach. Thus three dismasted frigates were ,now 
anchored off St. Paul's, but by the unceasing exertions of 
this prudent and gallant officer were all ready for sea in an 
incredibly short space of time, and being joined by the 
"Xisus" (Capt. Beaver), with Admiral Bertie on board, 
they sailed to cruise off Port Louis. In the last action 
between the "Ceylon" and the French frigate General 
Abercrombie had a very narrow escape. As he was sitting 
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and arranging his official papers to be thrown overboard, 
a ball struck his writing-desk, shivering it into a thousand 
pieces ; he succeeded, however, in destroying all documents 
of importance. The squadron continued to cruise some 
weeks off the mouth of Port Louis harbour, but the French 
evinced no disposition to move from their secure anchorage, 
nor did any event of material consequence occur until they 
joined the grand expedition at the Isle of Rodriguez, except 
the capture of a French schooner from France, which was 
gallantly boarded by the crews of some boats, who carried 
her in the highest style ; she made a stout resistance, and 
did not surrender until the two officers and many of her 
men were extended on the deck. It was discovered by the 
papers on board that four French frigates were on their 
voyage from France, filled with troops for the reinforcement 
of the Mauritius. This squadron was a few weeks after- 
wards encountered by the brave Capt. Schomberg, with four 
of our fiigates ; two of them were taken after a hard-fought 
action near the coast of Madagascar, the other two escaped, 
after innumerable dangers and difficulties, to the mother 
country, where the captains were not very honourably 
received by the great Napoleon ; one of them, in an agony 
of desperation, shot himself in consequence, and the other 
was ingloriously dismissed from the service, so it was re- 
ported by the inhabitants of the Isle of France ; but as no 
race of men are more ingenious in the fabrication of news 
than the French, I will not vouch for the authenticity of 
this statement, which, however, is very probable, for had 
they properly supported the frigates engaged, they might 
have turned the scale of victory, as they were all larger 
ships and heavier metal than the English. 

On the 20th August, 1810, Colonel Picton received the 
following letter from the Presidency of Madras : — 

*'Fort St. George, 19th August, 1810. 

" Sir, — I have the honour of acquainting you with the 
instructions of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
directing that you will hold His Majesty's 12th Begiment 
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in readiness to march for Fort St. George on or about t!ie 
28th inst. That corps is placed under orders for foreign 
service, and will, of course, retain no men who are unfit lor 
that purpose, and it may be convenient to place the latter in 
Poonamallie during the march of the corps from Walla- 
jahbad. 

" (Signed) W. BLACKER, 

" Quarter-Master-General." 

At the specified period we marched, reaching the Mount 
on the 30th of the same month. The 21st September pro- 
ceeded to Madras, and embarked on board the "Russell" 
(74) ; frigates, " Clorinde," " Cornwallis," " Cornelia/' 
*' Bucephalus," and "Hesper." I was placed on the old 
" Russell" with my company. Having assembled my men 
on deck, the Admiral (Drury) ordered the ship's crew from 
below and addressed them thus : *^ I expect, as the troops 
are now serving with you, that both officers and men will 
carefully avoid all interference with them in any shape what- 
ever, and if any complaints should exist, let them be imme- 
diately reported to me ; but I positively forbid any alterca- 
tion between you and the soldiers." Nor had we, after this 
judicious caution, the slightest disagreement during the 
voyage to the island of Rodriguez, which was fixed on lor 
the rendezvous of the fleets from the three Presidencies of 
Bengal, Madras and Bombay. We experienced fine weather 
during the passage, with the exception of a slight gale of 
a few hours' continuance, when every cheek was blanched 
in the crazy old " Russell " ; she was so worn out that only 
a few weeks preceding, in a short cruise from Bombay, she 
was literally discovered in the act of foundering bodily by 
the head, and nothing but the most active exertions in light- 
ening her saved the crew from perdition. In this gale she 
worked so frightfully that the seams between the planks 
would open and close alternately as she rolled from side to 
side. We were all rejoiced when anchored in the roadstead oflf 
Rodriguez, where we arrived on the 20th October, 1810. The 
admiral having here been apprised of the disastrous affair 
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of the loss of four of our frigates at the Isle of France, landed 
the 12th Regiment at Rodriguez and proceeded with the 
men-of-war for the purpose of re-establishing our supremacy 
in those seas, and if possible capturing some of the French 
scjiiadron ; but in a few days he fell in with Admiral Bertie, 
his senior officer, and to his great disappointment and vexa- 
tion he was ordered back to Madras. The old man was so 
irritated that he wished some of the captains to carry a 
message to Bertie, but they were more reasonable and pru- 
dent than the admiral, and of course declined so hazardous 
an enterprise. I must here observe that during the three 
weeks my company was on board the " Russell " the greatest 
harmony prevailed between the two Services. 

Major- General John Abercrombie now arrived at Rod- 
riguez, were we had been several days living on measly pigs 
and salt meat. The good fellows of the "Ruscell" had left 
us a cask ot Cape Madeira, part of our united stock, but 
which was generously relinquished and made over to us, on 
tlu^ir observation of the abandoned and deserted state of the 
island. The general inspected the small detachments of 
troops on the sands, and made arrangements for the expected 
divisions from the other Presidencies. The Bombay fleet 
soon arrived, but day after day passed without receiving 
the least intelligence of the Bengal fleet, when, on the 26th 
Xovember, the general came to the determination of pro- 
ceeding to the attack without their assistance, as the period 
of the hurricanes was fast approaching and it was considered 
dangerous to delay a moment longer. The 12th Regiment 
had been crowded on board one ship, the ** Castlereagh " 
Indiaman, and we were just sailing off when the Bengal 
fleet appeared in the offing, led by the "Illustrious" (74), 
Commodore Brougliton. All the arrangements had been 
previously made by the general, so that we were only de- 
tained a few hours, for some little communication of orders, 
and then were wafted on with a gentle breeze towards the 
point of destination. The island of Rodriguez is about 12 
miles long and five broad, several hundred feet above the 
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surface of the sea, clothed with wood and inhabited only 
by three or four French families ; it had been in our pos- 
session ever since the expedition to Bourbon, and was at the 
time of our arrival garrisoned by a company of Sepoys. A 
reef of coral rock surrounds the whole island, extending 
on all sides, at least a mile from the mainland, covered uy 
a depth of water two or three feet, through which the blue, 
red, and purple coral is seen distinctly, and has a very pretty 
effect; at the outside of the reef the sea is many fathoms 
deep, so that a ship can approach so near as to rest her side 
against it. There are many deep fissures separating the 
coral bank, through which vessels may approach close to 
the shore and lie in tolerable security from partial gales 
of wind. The appearance of the different branches of coral 
under water resembles the heads of cauliflowers, variegated 
by a profusion of colours ; the oysters and other shell-fish 
are of a poisonous nature on all these banks. Seventy-eight 
men of the fleet were severely affected and many died in con- 
sequence of eating them during our stay at the island. 

Towards sunset of the 28th of November, 1810, we caught a 
view of the high mountains of the Mauritius, and on the 
29th November were sailing direct towards Cap Mal- 
heureux bv the Isle of Ronde, and about 11 o'clock a fleet 
of 100 sail anchored in the narrow channel between the small 
isle of the Mire de Coir and Cap Malheureux. This pas- 
sage had been surveyed by the officers of the Navy, but was 
previously considered by the French as impracticable. At 12 
o'clock we were all ready for debarkation ; the flat-bottomed 
boats were hoisted out, and under the brave and celebrated 
Captain Beaver the descent was speedily accomplished, 
and I had been appointed brigade-major to the 1st Brigade. 
Our men had no sooner assembled than we moved off the 
ground towards Canonier Point, alias Pointe de Canonier, 
skirting La Grande Baie. A tremendous explosion took 
place at the Battery Canonier as we approached it ; we then 
entered a narrow road towards the interior of the island, 
which led through a wood skirted by an impenetrable jungle 
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on both sides. Hitherto no opposition whatever was 
offered to our progress, and we accordingly hastened on to 
gain an open space if possible, before the enemy could offer 
any serious impediment to our progress. When about half- 
way through the jungle a sudden halt took place, and a scat- 
tering fire of musketry was scarcely distinguishable proceed- 
ing from the front of the column led on by General Warde 
(afterwards Sir Henry), with the light infantry of the 
12th llegimcnt, who coming suddenly on one of the 
enemy's posts, a short skirmish ensued, and they were driven 
from their position at the point of the bayonet. Several of 
our men were killed, and Lieut. Ashe of the 12th had his 
thigh broken; so closely had the encounter been that the 
sleeve of his coat had been scorched, arm severely wounded, 
and his face disfigured in a shocking manner by the explo- 
sion of the fire-arms. Ashe had vigorously cut down two 
of his opponents ere he fell. As we soon moved on, dying 
with heat and thirst, we passed the headless body of one of 
the light infantry of the 12th ; some of the young soldiers 
of another corps, being too minute in their inspection of 
I his miserable object, had assembled around it in a crowd 
and were with some difficulty brought to a sense of duty, 
as they delayed longer than consistent with the energy re- 
quired by their profession and actually for a few minutes 
interrupted the line of march. Having overcome this 
obstacle, it was dusk before we debouched from the wood 
and were unable to ascertain the position of the enemy. 
The column was here halted, and we took up our ground 
in the midst of an extensive maize-field, where we remained 
during the night. We had all exhausted the contents of 
our canteens, and the troops were exceedingly overcome 
from the heat of the march and the absence of all water 
during the course of the march. There was only one little 
well at the skirt of the. field, near a cottage ; the soldiers 
f'.rowded eagerly towards it, swearing, pushing, and fighiiuir 
for the precious liquid ; even the general was thrust rudelv 
aside on begging a drop, so intemperate is the sense of self- 
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preservation. '' Water ! water ! water ! " was the continual 
cry of all this dreadful night ; men even in their slumber 
were mumbling this irrepressible want. The confinement on 
board ship had the effect of rendering the fatigue and 
failure of water doubly oppressive, and a gallant captain of 
one of the Indiamen, who had volunteered his services, 
died through fatigue and exhaustion, his death being attri- 
buted to a coup de soleil ; the rays of the sun on that day 
were as fierce as any I ever recollect, even in India. At the 
dawn of day on the following morning we moved forward, 
and as the manioc-fields appeared with the broad leaves of 
the shrub covered with sparkling drops of dew, 
the men simultan^eously burst from the ranks, de- 
vouring eagerly the scanty refreshment. At length we 
reached a large open plain, on the left of which the French 
had erected powder mills, called ** Moulin au Poudre," 
through which flowed a beautiful transparent stream of 
water. We had scarcely taken up our position in two dis- 
tinct lines, when the rivulet was swarming on all sides with 
the exhausted soldiery; a king might envy them their 
delicious draught. Although they had only marched five 
miles this morning, they were soon lying fast asleep on the 
soft turf; but the nap was speedily interrupted, for about 
12 o'clock a large party of horse, headed by General Decaen, 
advanced to reconnoitre our army. Unfortunately, a picket 
in front was dispersed on a plundering excursion, and were 
cut to pieces before they could effect a retreat ; the conduct 
of Lieut. Prendergast, who commanded them, was highly 
censured, and he very narrowly escaped the ordeal of a Court 
Martial. The picket of the 12th stood the brunt of the 
attack, and being joined by the rifle company of the 59th, 
under the gallant Capt. Darby, soon dislodged the enemy's 
marksmen from the old houses and barns in front. General 
Decaen had a shot through his boot, when, having rode 
along the front of our line, he retired towards Port Louis 
and left us unmolested the remainder of the dav. We were 
now amply supplied with provisions from the fleet, and the 
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troops fared sumptuously, comparatively speaking; I do 
not mean to assume that we fed like the pampered body- 
guard in St. James's, but we had sufficient good wholesome 
food to satisfy the cravings of nature. On the 1st December 
the army was once more in motion, the numerical strength 
consisting of about 10,000 or 11,000 men in toto, including 
several battalions of Bengal Sepoys, with a small propor- 
tion of Madras native troops, neither of whom had ever 
been employed on foreign service since the projected expe- 
dition to Manilla in the year 1797. No resistance was 
offered until we came to the Riviere de Pamplimonsis, when 
a sharp firing of guns and musketry commenced. The 
enemy were strongly posted on the opposite side, supported 
by guns, to oppose our further progress; they had com- 
pletely destroyed the bridge, leaving the huge beams alone, 
which they had not time to remove. We skirmished for 
some time, when two field-pieces being advanced and pour- 
ing a few volleys of grape among them, they retired without 
further opposition at this point. We now passed rapidly 
over several of the remaining beams of the bridge, and our 
guns were dragged through the bed of the river (then con- 
taining little water) by the active exertions of a body of 
sailors, who had been landed from the fleet for the purpose 
of helping us on with our artillery. About this time Major 
O'Keeffe of the 12th Regiment was observed hanging his 
head on his bosom and supported by the arm of his servant, 
complaining of sickness and exhaustion ; he had been un- 
well on board, and possessed of a presentiment of his ap- 
proaching fate ; he was heard to observe, ** I have been 
actively employed in the reduction of most of the West 
India Islands, but never experienced those sensations that 
now oppress me." He was recommended strongly to remain 
behind, but he persisted in placing himself with the leading 
division of the regiment, and thus supported by his servant 
continued the march. We advanced about a mile further 
when the column was annoyed by the enemy's voUigeurs, 
anil our flankers were detached to oppose them, who soon 
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silenced the daring fellows. As we approached the river 
Seche, a battery on the other side showered volleys of grape 
shot up the road by which our column was slowly ap- 
proaching. Just at this period the 12th had about 60 men 
mowed down. I was close to poor Major O'Keeffe, who re- 
ceived a large ball on the upper part of the left temple, 
carrying off the top of his skull ; a column of blood of the 
size of my arm spouted from the wound and he fell back a 
dead man; he heaved one deep-drawn sigh alone, as an 
indication of any bodily suffering, and lay on his back like 
a person asleep, without that ghastly hypocritical counten- 
ance, the usual appearance in a natural death. At this 
instant the regiment just in front was panic- struck, turned, 
and bore down the two front sub-divisions of the 12th Regi- 
ment, when General Abercrombie came galloping down 
vociferating, " Slaves ! cowards ! what the devil are you 
doing ? advance 12th, advance, and take the place of these 
fellows ! " We accordingly moved to the front, and, as the 
ground widened, deployed into line, rushing forward to 
take possession of the enemy's battery in front; the little 
river Seche intervened, and though the charge was executed 
with celerity and regularity, under a heavy discharge of 
musketry and grape, we could not reach the battery in 
sufficient time to use the bayonet. They immediately aban- 
doned their guns and fled in all directions, leaving several 
field-pieces and a howitzer in our possession. The lieut.- 
colonel of their artillery was left bleeding near the post, 
wounded in the groin ; he appeared in great bodily fear of 
our soldiers, begging protection from the officers, exclaim- 
ing "Ah I messieurs vos solJats sont si teroces, proteoez moi 
je vous en prie.'^ The 12th Regiment were now ordered to 
ascend the Montague Longue and storm the fortification of 
the flag-staff. We were about an hour executing this 
manoeuvre ; a few straggling shots was all the opposition 
offered; the moment we gained possession a naval officer 
began to work the signals, specifying to the inhabitants of 
the island that the English were beaten off, and that the 
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rol( mists niiplit return to their dwellings. Our navj- had 
l()ii<r possessed tlie wliole code of signals of the French, and 
now very judiciously availed themselves of the secret. 
Whilst we were tlius employed, the army had advanced very 
near the enemv's lines and were saluted bv an incessant 

ft ft. 

hi^avv cannonade fi*om a tremendous battery of 20 or 30 

« ft.' 

<»-iins, from a hill on the right of their lines. The deputy 
adjutant-^rcneral (Lindsay) was now seen riding full speed 
towards the Montague Longue, at the foot of which he 
shout(»d out that the general intended to storm the lines im- 
nuHliately, ordering tlie 12th Regiment to descend and join 
without delay. I was directed by Colonel Picton to hasten 

• ft. 

to the e:eneral to say that the instant we could assemble our 
detachments, who had pursued the enemy to various pre- 
cipices and ravines on the mountain, we would immediately 
rejoin the army. I hastened down and approaching the 
general, who was seated on a conspicuous white horse, with 
tli(» cannon balls ploughing the earth up on all sides of him, 
I delivered my message, when he desired me to tell Colonel 
IMcton to keep possession of his post, as he should defer the 
advance on Port Louis until the morrow. I was rejoiced 
at this short detention, for never were balls thrown from 
such a distance with such nice precision; I was several 
times covered with sand and earth during this short confer- 
(»nce ; the general calmly smiled, desiring me to hasten off 
with the message. Away I went, and nearly stumbled over 
a wounded French soldier lying about midway between the 
rear of the army and Montague longue ; he started up, and I 
was in the act of cutting him down, having my sword 
drawn, when he cried out " Grace, monsieur grace ; je ne 
suis ([u'um pauvre maitre d'ccole, j'ai etc force de prendre 
Ics anncs par monsieur le General Decaen, je suis blesse 
comme vous voyez I '' I saw that he was severely wounded 
by a musket ball, gave him a drink from my canteen and 
pursued my route ; he, poor fellow, was found dead the 
following day on the spot where I had left him. Having 
delivered my message to Colonel Picton, I was again 
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despatched with directions to obtain food and water for the 
regiment. Having communicated with the commissariat, 
I again ascended the mountain for the third time during 
the day. Completely overcome with fatigue, I now plucked 
a goose, made a fire, and dressed it for Picton and myself. 
This was my only plunder at the flag-staff; we ate the 
delicious morsel with that gout that hungry men alone know 
how to appreciate, and then flung myself on the hard 
rock to take a few hours' refreshing slumber. I had scarcely 
courted the aid of Nature's balmy restorer, when I was 
shook roughly by the shoulder and ordered to descend the 
hill once more, and acquaint the general that the enemy 
were assembled in considerable force at the farthest ex- 
tremitv of the mountain, with an evident intention of 
regaining its possession. This was too much for my 
strength and I appealed to the humane consideration of my 
colonel ; he was himself completely overcome by one ascent, 
and accordingly admitted that a fourth trip was too much 
for me. A sergeant and drummer were therefore de- 
spatched with a letter to the general about seven o'clock in 
the afternoon ; as to myself, I could not have passed over 
a less space than 20 miles that day, and accordingly slept 
very soundly until about three o'clock in the morning, when 
I was suddenly awoke by repeated peals of musketry from 
the encampment below us. The regiment was under arms 
in five minutes, expecting an attack; the firing continued 
for about a quarter of an hour in camp, when it suddenly 
ceased and all was quiet again. We were extremely anxious 
to ascertain the cause of this disturbance, expecting the 
return of the sergeant and drummer ; they never returned, 
having been both shot in the false alarm. It appeared 
afterwards, that a small party of the dispersed French 
soldiers had in the night mistaken their way and entered 
the encampment; the sentinels had fired on them, which 
was returned, and the English troops thus unexpectedly 
attacked awoke half-conscious of their situation, and mis- 
taking their comrades for the enemy had fired on each othei* 



2aG DIARY OF AN OFFICER. 

for several minutes, until the general and his staff stopped 
the murderous jiroceeding at the imminent hazard of their 
lives; our couriers fell in the melee. It was afterwards 
computed that as many men were killed and wounded in 
this unfortunate affair as we lost in the attack on the island. 
We descended the Montague Longue this morning, and were 
sp(»ctutors of the effects of the preceding night's calamitous 
firing; there were the poor sergeant and drummer lying 
close to each other shot through the bodies, with the 
general's answer to the letter in the sergeant's cap. One 
Sepoy I met proceeding to the hospital, a ball having passed 
through the windpipe ; he could not speak, but in his 
endeavours to do so the breath escaped at the orifice of the 
wound, and crowds of wretched men were borne off the field 
for the surgeon's scientific ingenuity. This poor Sepoy 
was, h()W(»ver, completely cured, and I saw him some weeks 
afterwards on dutv at Grand Port. Had I descended the 
mountain for the fourth time my career in life would most 
probably have been terminated. The following order was 
issued by General Abercrombie on the success of the pre- 
ceding day's operations : — 

"Headquarters, Port Louis, 
'' G.O. 1st December, 1810. 

" Major- General Abercrombie is most perfectly satis- 
fied with tlie steadiness and gallantry displayed by the 
flank battalion and Grenadier company 59th Foot, in the 
affair whicli took ])]ace this morning, and he is desirous 
to express in this ])ublic manner the sentiments which he en- 
tertains of tneir exemplary gobd conduct. The Commander 
r»f the Forces is fully persuaded that the flank battalion 
will sincerely participate with him in the severe loss which 
His Maiestv's Service has sustained in the death of thac 
valuable and excellent officer, Lieut.-Col. Campbell. 
Major-General Abercrombie is also happy to acknowledge 
the steadiness shown bv His Maiesty's 12th Eeffiment of 
Foot, and he feels himself particularly grateful to thc^ 
zealous exertions of the detachment of seamen landed from 
the squadron under the directions of Captain Montague, 
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and lie requests to ofEer him and the officers and men under 
his command his sincere acknowledgments for the services 
which they have rendered the army. 

" Nothing can be so discreditable to troops as a dangerous 
and unnecessary expenditure of ammunition. Major- 
General Abercrombie observed with great regret that some 
corps showed a degree of unsteadiness in this particular, 
which disappointed the hopes he had formed of their dis- 
cipline. All shooting in the line can only be permitted 
amongst local and irregular troops. 

*' (Signed) W. NICHOLSON, 

" Adjutant-General." 

]Now, Colonel Keating commanded the flank battalion, 
tind every allusion to his conduct is sedulously avoided in the 
foregoing order. In leading this choice corps he descended 
fi om his horse as the firing became brisker, and complained 
that the wound in his leg gave him great pain. All who 
heard him were much surprised, as previous to the existing 
moment he had never come in contact with the enemy ; but 
on the surgeon inspecting the wound, it appeared like a 
small puncture of a small-sword through the calf of the 
leg, which the public decided to have been perpetrated by his 
own sword. General Warde rode up and said, "Colonel 
Keating, if you will not or cannot lead on the flank batta- 
lion I will " ; and then placing himself at their head moved 
on with Colonel Campbell. The latter officer was shot 
through the head five minutes after, and at the termination 
of the affair the gallant Colonel Keating retired to hospital, 
where (on visiting some of our officers who had been severely 
wounded) I saw him in apparently great pain ; this was the 
same Captain Keating of fighting notoriety when at the 
Cape of Good Hope in the year 1796. 

At ten o'clock on the morning of the 2nd December, 1810, 
the day after the action. General Dacaen despatched a trum- 
peter to the British lines, proposing terms of capitulation for 
the surrender of the island, which were so preposterously 
extravagant that they were at once rejected, and a schedtile 
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returned of the terms on which General Abercrombie would 
admit the capituhition. As no answer was returned during 
the day, everything was prepared and arranged for storming 
their lines. At daybreak on the 3rd, a French oflScer rode 
into camp proposing an immediate suspension of hostilities, 
which was agreed to, and after some trivial alteration in 
the proposed terms the capitulation was finally adjusted. 
This happy termination to our fatigues and dangers having 
been soon bruited through the camp, the flank battalion 
was ordered to march to take possession of Port Louis, when 
to the astonishment of the whole army the gallant Colonel 
Keating was seen gaily prancing on his charger at the head 
of these brave soldiers ; but had we been compelled to storm 
he would have been found in luxurious occupation of his 
snug berth and bed in the hospital, where he had lain almost 
inanimate until the intelligence of capitulation revivified 
him, and springing actively from his dormant state, declared 
himself well enough to head his division.. It was rumoured 
that he had acquired immense property in the plunder of 
the Isle of Bourbon, and was not therefore anxious for his 
heirs to reap the benefit of his dangers and hardships so 
speedily after the acquirement. 

The Isle of France or Mauritius had been represented as 
another Gibraltar, clothed with hill-forts and batteries, and 
we of coui'se expected to lose several thousand men in the 
attack; but the capture was achieved at the moderate loss 
of 200 killed and wounded ; the courage and talents of the 
famous General Decaen had also been greatly overrated, 
as evidently appeared in his feeble dispositions for the 
defence of the island. His principal reason for so preci- 
pitate a suiTender was, he asserted, the appearance of our 
Cape squadron; but unfortunately for his veracity thia 
division of our army was not visible until some hours after 
the capitulation had been signed. It consisted of the 72nd 
and 87th Regiments, with 100 artillery, and although too 
late to participate in the honour of the fall of the place, yet 
shared in all the advantages of prize property equally with 
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their comrades of the actual invading force. We had 
scarcely taken possession of the town, when a smart firing 
of musketry was heard in the direction of the port. Om* poor 
sailors, who had. been formerly taken prisoners and confined 
in prison- ships, were so rejoiced on discovering the British 
flag flying on the ramparts of Port Louis, they rose on their 
guards and disarmed them. Several French frigates sent 
armed parties on board, and these poor fellows were accord- 
ingly massacred without mercy; the affair was, however, 
of so intricate a nature that no investigation took place. It 
was dubious how far the French were justified in firing on 
these men after the surrender of the place, but would the 
English similarly situated have tamely submitted to this 
mutinous conduct on the part of the French ? 

In a week after the capitulation, the French troops (about 
1,200) were embarked on some of our transports for France, 
the principal part of our army returning to the Presidencies, 
to be employed in the contemplated expedition against 
Batavia, leaving the 12th, 72nd, and 87th Regiments to 
garrison the Isle of France. The 12th were stationed to the 
windward of the isle, at a place called Grand Port, where 
we had unhappily lost four frigates a few months before, 
and the topmasts of the *^ Sirius " were at the time of our 
arrival seen plainly above the surface of the water, a melan- 
choly memorial of the temerity of our brave tars. The 
morning after the arrival of the regiment at this station 
our bugles, as usual, having sounded for parade, the inhabi- 
tants were observed rapidly deserting the small town and 
making off to the interior of the country with great expe- 
dition ; they had mistaken this signal of parade for one of 
attack, and it was with considerable difficulty they were 
persuaded of our peaceable disposition through the means of 
the Commissaire Civile, who at length explained the cause 
of alarm, and we soon became on the most friendly termsi, 
though they were very indignant at a Government order 
requiring them to deliver up all their arms, which they pre- 
tended were absolutely necessary for personal defence 
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'CL^ixinat the slaves ; and so far had they carried the spirit oi 
resistance that the whole of the adjacent country had as- 
sembled one morning at a few miles' distance, fully armed, 
to contest the justice of the requisition; however, on the 
approach of the 12th Regiment they abandoned their inten- 
tion, moving ofE very quietly to their habitations just as we 
were prei)aring to charge them. After this little discontent 
the respectable planters became very hospitable, and in- 
vited the officers to their romantic habitations, where I 
hesitate not to assert there were some of the most beautiful 
young females in the whole universe, though the consum- 
mate ignorance in which they were brought up amongst these 
wild woods and mountains rendered them unfit for civilised 
society. ( )ne ot these lovely creatures, one day after dinner, 
eiKiuired if the English did not always get intoxicated and 
box with each other after dinner? Another was anxious 
to know if England was equal in extent to the Isle of France ? 
with various other ridiculous and naive questions, that 
altoided extreme amusement to our young officers, some 
of whom, however, became fascinated by their personal 
charms and committed the grand error of matrimony, an 
experiment never conducive to the permanent happiness of 
an Englishman, even though united to the best educated 
French female, for domestic comfort is literally uncongenial 
to their nature, mais pour passer le moment passager il 
u'y a point de femmes comme les francaises ! 

An old French gentleman who had been particularly 
active in repelling the incursions of the gallant Willoughby, 
who fiequently landed small bodies of sailors from his 
frigate and surprised the peaceable inhabitants, for the 
purj)()se of obtaining fresh meat and vegetables for his crew, 
paid me the most obsequious attention, inviting me to his 
habitation, five miles from Grand Port, and introducing me 
to his charming family. Monsieur Cherval, the name of 
this insidious old fellow, would, after our jovial repasts, 
sometimes declaim in warm language on the renown of the 
great Napoleon, in whose praises I joined as a generous 
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nemy, in ticknowledoing his transcendent military abilities 
One evening he addressed me with tears in his eyes, de- 
ploring the want of one real friend, and enquiring if I would 
assist him in his difficulties ? I replied, " Certainly, so far 
as my means admitted," imagining he alluded to some 
pecuniary embarrassment ; when to my excessive astonish- 
ment he disclosed a plan of operation for recapturing the 
Isle of France, and wished me to inspect a voluminous cor- 
respiindence with his associates in different quarters of the 
island, by which he assured me I should be convinced of 
the practicability of the project, as 10,000 persons were im- 
plicated in the design. My indignation at first deprived 
me of all utterance, which quiescence he mistook for a tacit 
approval of his iniquitous plan, and approached me to seal 
the contract by a hearty shake of the hand. I recoiled from 
the contagion, exclaiming, " Vieux coquin, comment oses-tu 
me proposer une telle bassesse ? Je te meprise. Je te hais 
J6 te de teste, monstre execrable; toiet tes camarades seraient 
l^s premiers de me mcpriser si je me pretais a tes des- 
seins." Thus far I had proceeded in French, and then a volley 
of English abjurations closed the conference. I thanked him 
for all his hospitality, at the same time intimating that his 
roof alone protected him from the sharp point of my sword. 
I afterwards had several warnings from friendly negroes 
to beware of riding out alone, as Monsieur Cherval had 
spies in various directions, in ambush, to give me a sly shot, 
and for months afterwards I always travelled with a brace 
of loaded pistols in my holsters. I related my adventure to 
Colonel Picton, who called him a damned old ignorant fool, 
and advised me to take no further notice of the ridiculous 
affair. This same Cherval in one of Willoughby's incur- 
sions held out a flag of truce, and on Willoughby's ap- 
proaching to a conference the traitor and his party fired a 
volley on them, killing two of his men and penetrating his 
clothes with several balls, in fact the French themselves 
despised him for this act of treachery; this anecdote I 
learnt only after his abominable proposition. 
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The officers of the regiment frequently visited the f aniou» 
Isle de la Passe, at the margin of the coral reef, for the 
j)iirpose of fishing for shells, and obtained innumerable 
olives, double hiu'ps, tetons de venus, and a great variety of 
other beautiful, rare and valuable specimens of conchology. 
I have penised books in which wei*e representations of in- 
valuable shells having been discovered on the seashore ; but 
these accounts are erroneous, as all shells thrown on the 
sands are shortly tarnished by the heat of the sun and 
destroyed by the constant action of the water. In order to 
preserve the glowing ])oKsh and perfect shape which forms 
the ])rincipal value and beauty of shells, they require to be 
fished up with hooks from several fathoms deep, and then 
buried under ground for many weeks; when disinterred, 
the fishy blubber is decomposed and the shells appear in all 
their original lustre and beauty. I inspected a varietj'' of 
collections belonging to French planters in the vicinity of 
Grand Port, the most beautiful I had ever seen, all accumu- 
lated in the foregoing method, and valued at many thousand 
])ounds. Our surgeon, Mr. Ersldne, offered 5,000 dollars 
for a minor collection ; however, the owner assured him he 
expe(*ted to obtain double that price on exportation to 
France. Shells are certainly beautiful, but a display of 
largo quantities fatigues the eye and bewilders the imagina- 
tion, though admiration and wonder at the infinite variety 
so incomprehensibly formed by that transcendent Being, 
the Author of all things, must strike the beholder with deep 
reflection on the plentitude of his power. 

I frequently amused myself in wandering through long 
avenues of mango trees of many miles in extent, closely 
planted on each side of the road, which rendered it almost 
im]>erA4ous to the rays of the sun striking down at pleasure 
the exquisitely delicious fruit, which is as wholesome as 
luscious, never cloying the appetite. I have eaten 50 
mangoes during a morning's walk without experiencing 
the least ill efPect. The verdant manioc fields spreading 
widely over the adjacent country, the brilliant little red 
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cardinals hopping cheerily on the twigs, the prattling 
moynas scouring along in countless flocks, the woods, deep 
ravines, volcanic rocks, and distant murmur of the sea 
breaking on the coral reef formed a scene that the most 
romantic imagination could have desired. The cardinal 
is about the size of a canary bird, of a gorgeous vermilion 
colour and abounding in all districts of the Mauritius. 
The moyna resembles our blackbird, destroying all species 
of insects. A planter, one season, shot all these latter birds 
that approached his fields ; the consequence was, that his 
crops failed from the uncontrolled depredations of insects, 
and the moyna has ever since been held in high estimation 
bv the inhabitants. 

The Commissaire Civile, Monsieur Letort of Grand Port, 
was one of the most laughter-loving, jolly companions that 
Nature ever formed ; he would sing and play antics at our 
mess the live-long night, sometimes to the great destruction 
of our tumblers and wine-glasses, nine of which, in the 
flourish of the arm, previous to the commencement of " 0, 
Richard ! 0, mon Roi !" he swept majestically from th© 
table one evening. I had invited him to dine with me ; we 
had a large party of French, and they all preferred sipping 
cherry brandy to the more salubrious beverage of claret 
and Madeira, they were all therefore rolling on the floor in 
a beastlv state of intoxication in an hour after the cloth was 
removed, and nothing heard but ejaculations of "Ah! que 
les anglais sont de braves, gens ; vivent les anglais, ce 3ont do 
braves gens," and old Letort would thunder forth his in- 
decent song of " Pierre en revenant du moulin renontre 
fille en chemin," etc., etc. The next morning I never saw 
a more miserable looking set of wretches, apostrophising 
our gay lads with " Ah ! mes amis, vous en avez tucs j'^i ^^n 
mal (le tote a faire mourir," sacreing the cherry brandy 
without mercy. 

In one of my morning excursions among the wild ''rocks 

anri ravines, having selected several delicious mangoes, I 

sat down on the fragment of a rock commanding a deer^ 

q2 
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lavine with a limpid brook flowing below ; I was luxuri- 
ously engaged in extracting the exquisite pulp from the 
fruit, unconscious of danger, when bang went a rifle from 
the opposite side, the whizzing ball striking the mango from 
my mouth, grazing the forefinger of my left hand and 
covering me with blood. I leapt from my perch, ensconcing 
myself behind the rock, lest another shot might salute my 
pericranium ; scarcely had I sheltered myself, when I ob- 
served a slave making off with a musket or some species of 
firearms in his hand, but could not distinguish his features. 
I then recollected the menaces of my old acquaintance 
Cherval, and this retreating fellow certainly imagined he 
had executed his master's commission most effectually, as 
my sudden disappearance from the rock must have im- 
pressed him with the belief of the fatality of his aim. I 
'vas not above two miles from the barracks, to which I 
Hastened on assurance of safety, which was evident now 
fi'om the hasty retreat of my intended assassin ; the wound, 
or rather the cicatrice, is still on my forefinger to this hour, 
as evidence of my veracity on this occasion. In my long 
rides my jnstols alwaj's accompanied me : an attack so im- 
mediately in the vicinity of the station was however rather 
unexpected. I had little necessity for future precaution, 
being summoned to my staff duties at Port Louis the follow- 
ing day, and confess my gratification to have been thus 
removed 35 miles from my suspected vindictive foe. In 
about Hxe months after the capture of the island my family 
arrived, but the health of my wife was fearfully changed. 
She had insisted on accompanying me to the place of em- 
barkation from Walla jabad only ten days after her confine- 
ment; on the march we were overtaken by one of thosi* 
short but sweeping storms of wind and rain that are only 
known in tropical climes, and just as we arrived at a choultry, 
rhe storm forced open all the windows and she was com- 
])elled to remain in the deluged room upwards of an hour, 
and was soon after affected by the disease of hydrops pec- 
toris, whicn in a few months aiter her arrival at Port Louis 
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conducted lier to that bourne from whence no traveller 
returns. She was interred with military ceremony in a 
vault near Fort Blanchaving, leaving me three young chil- 
dren (having lost five others in India), rather an awkward 
appendage to the baggage of a military man. I settled my 
two boys at the Colonial College, and then, accompanied by 
my infant girl, I proceeded to the Isle of Bourbon on the 
staff, and again returned to the Mauritius on promotion to 
the Majority of the regiment, by which I forfeited my staff 
situation. I had scarcely landed at Port Louis when an 
order transferred the 12th Regiment to the Isle of Bourbon, 
and I was stationed at the sea-coast town of St. Paul's in 
command of a district of 90 miles' extent, with four com- 
panies, every post of which was to be inspected once every 
three months, with strict injunctions to prevent the disem- 
barkation of slaves from the Isle of Madagascar, in which 
traffic the Bourbonese were extremely active. Near St. 
Paul's the grave of the devoted Capt. Corbet, who gallantly 
fell on board his frigate, the " Africaine," in the action with 
the two French frigates, was pointed out to me by an in- 
habitant ; a heap of sand near one of the batteries was all 
the indication of the mortal remains of the brave fellow who 
sacrificed existence in defence of his country. If this be 
glory, it is that of oblivion, mais tel est le destin des mili- 
taires. At this post I passed a monotonous period of two 
years. 

I made a tour of the island, and in passing the pays brut, 
on that part of the coast, of about nine miles extent, covered 
with huge masses of lava that were emitted from the vol- 
cano two years before, I suddenly lost the track of the path- 
way that led through the mountains of lava, as also the negro 
slave who accompanied me to take care of my horse. The 
evening was rapidly closing, my horses' shoes became de- 
tached and he fell dead lame, from his continual scramble 
amongst the cinders ; I was therefore compelled to dismount 
and lead him by the bridle, and whilst in this unpleasant 
situation on the summit of a lava ridge I fortunately d^°- 
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covered my absent negro, a few hundred yards off, making 
sif^rnals for me to descend towards him. Having with some 
difficulty acconi])lished this disagreeable task and joined 
him, he communicated the joyful intelligence that a path- 
way leading close to the sea was practicable, by which we 
could proceed to an oasis where a hospitable French family 
dwelt at about a league distant from our actual position. 
At half-past eight o'clock we arrived at the house, which 
was suiTounded by a few hundred acres of fertile sugar-cane 
land, encompassed in every direction by ridges of lava. T 
was received with everv demonstration of cordiality bv the 
proprietor, who directed his forgeman to shoe my horse, and 
his seiwants to prepare supper. Several blooming girls, his 
daughters, were introduced, and with the amiable society of 
madame his wife I passed a most delightful evening. One 
of the sons played the violin, a quadrille was formed, and we 
danced till two o'clock in the morning. In the course of con- 
versation my host related many amusing anecdotes, all 
local ; at length he enquired if I was acquainted with a 
Madame Desforges? From this enquiry I almost sus- 
pected he knew me as commandant of St. Paul's ; how- 
ever, his ensuing relation convinced me to the contrary. 
He began with a history of her life, and finally detailed the 
aifair of the battery at St. Paul's, where the commandant was 
observed to dismount from his horse and in company with 
Madame Desforges retire for upwards of a quarter of an hour. 
I could no longer retain my indignation, and exclaimed, 
" Whoever told you this piece of scandal is a vile, detestable 
liar ; I am the commandant of St. Paul's, and declare to you 
on the honour of a gentleman that no occurrence of this 
nature ever took place, and that I am now on my road to St. 
Suzanne to solicit the honour of her alliance ! " Never was 
poor mall so dumbfounded ; he apologised a thousand times 
his indiscretion in mentioning the circumstance, assuring m»3 
the report was current throughout the island, and that two 
days before a passing traveller had related the tale in presence 
of his family. I could attach no blame to my host, retired 
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to bed, and at five o'clock was on my old Arab, proceeding 
slowly towards my place of destination. Being suddenly 
intercepted by a deep ravine and hearing the loud neighing 
of a horse, I cast my eyes on the opposite precipice, and there 
discovered a horseman on one of the most beautiful mountain 
ponies I ever saw, long mane and tail floating in 
the wind and wildly neighing with unceasing clamour- 
The scene was quite picturesque. On passing the 
ravine and joining the cavalier, I expressed my admira- 
tion of his elegant little steed, when he offered him 
for sale at 120 dollars. I closed with the bargain, 
mounted my negro on him, gave an order for the money and 
pursued my journey, after taking breakfast at the owner's 
habitation, who entertained me most hospitably. On reach- 
ing a wide sandy plain, I was so pleased with my recent pur- 
chase that an irresistible fancv seized me to mount him and 

t/ 

try his paces, which hitherto only appeared a short shuffling 
amble, sidling and arching his pretty, full, round, muscular 
neck the whole time ; I therefore dismounted, and deliverilig 
my Arab to the negro's care I boldly mounted the little 
mountaineer, who curvetted and pranced proudly with his 
new burden. Wishing to try his speed, I gave him a loose 
rein and off he shot at full speed, followed closely by my old 
Arab (who a few years before had won everything at th^i 
Madras Races and had been sold to Major-General Sir 
William Nicholson, for 740 pagodas, of whom I purchased 
him at Port Louis for about half that sum). Pursuing oun 
course ventre a terre for about a mile, I was desirous of a little 
relaxation from this breathless speed, tugging and jerking 
at my snaffle-bridle to moderate our rapid movement. These 
operations only served to increase his headlong course, at- 
tended by various kicks behind and floundering plunges for- 
w^ard ; when, almost exhausted by my vain efforts to restrain 
his impetuosity, the cord girths of the rough straw-stuffed 
saddle suddenly cracked asunder, and in an instant I lay ex- 
tended on my back, with a shock that shook my heart to m;y 
breast, flat on tlie sandy soil over which we had so long beeo 
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scooiriiig. The scene did not terminate with this disaster. I 
had scarcely time to extricate myself from my recumbent 
posture ere I saw my sleek, shining black steed attacking ray 
old Arab with the fury of a little devil ; they were both bolt 
upright on their hind legs, biting and pawing most grace- 
fully. The negro soon slipped off the Arab, and maiffri our 
united efforts the battle royal continued with a ferocity i^x- 
ceeding all belief, for several minutes. My Arab's nature 
was savage beyond expression ; one day, whilst in the stable, 
I was gently patting his back when by some unaccountable 
impulse his eyes became fiery red, he seized me by the breast 
with his teeth and tore off my right nipple, and had I not 
taken shelter under the manger and laid perfectly quiet, he 
would certainly have destroyed me. Another time, whilst 
my grenadier groom, llicliardson, was cleaning him, he bit 
the man terrifically in several parts of his body, and having 
got liini down, went on his knees to complete his conquest. 
The poor man, conscious of the ferocity of his antagonist, as 
his lust chance of escape, seized hold of the horse's lower lip 
between his teeth, and held on so tightly that the animal 
became suddenly as docile as a lamb. On another occasion, 
this same man was leading the Arab for me to mount, on t!ie 
Champ de Mars, at Port Louis, when, bending down to brash 
off a white mark on the horse's knee, he was unexpectedly 
caught up by the waistband of his pantaloons, and the 
animal bounded oft* with him, throwing his head up and down 
OS if he had an infant only betwedn his teeth ; he bore him at 
^east a hundred 3'ards in this manner, curvetting and gallop- 
ing the whole time. The grenadier was upwards of six faot 
high, and weighed 13 stone. The waistband of his panta- 
loons giving way after this short frolic, the man was released 
from, his perilous predicament, and strange to say the horse 
returned to the original position from whence he set off and 
allowed me to mount him without further trouble. I merely 
relate these little anecdotes to evince how formidable an 
antagonist little blackey had met with. The fight con- 
tinued for nearly a quarter of an hour, when the youth and 



DIABY OF AN OFFICEE. 249 

activity of the mountaineer appeared to prevail ; the Arab 
turned tail, lasning out most fearfully in his mad progress 
as he was closely pursued by his vindictive foe, whose head 
was several times closely shaved by the Arab's strong heels. 
They shortly reached a rock overhanging the sea, which 
washed its bold base 20 feet below; the Arab sprang off, 
plunging deeply in the waves, followed instantly by his 
terrible persecutor. When I arrived at the rock they were 
both swimmin": towards a sandv beach on the left side of the 
rocky promontory, the Arab many yards ahead, appearing 
to swim with much greater facility than the other. On 
touching the sand, he sprang on, and hasteined to the 
spot where I stood, allowed me to mount him, and we 
set off full speed to escape from the little persevering 
tiger, who soon pursued us. I ensconced myself 
behind a small clump of trees, my charger trembling and 
snorting from fear and exertion, with his neck near the 

mane covered with a row of large round excrescences, some 
as large as my fist, caused by the severe bites he had re- 
ceived in the conflicjt. In about a minute my new purchase 
came rushing at headlong speed towards our shelter, rose on 
his hindlegs, and pawing the air with his forefeet at length 
settled them on my knees, seizing the Arab's ears and biting 
most unmercifully. I now drew my sword, as my life was 
in absolute jeopardy, and struck several blows with the flat 
of the blade, but this produced no effect whatever ; I then 
gave point, and thrusting it into the mountaineer's nose he 
retired a few paces, when the Arab reared and again at- 
tacked. Clinging to his mane, I preserved my seat. Both 
horses were now in nearly the position of the lion and the 
unicorn, as represented on the King's arms. At this critical 
moment the negro came up, and catching the bridle of the 
loose nag he desisted from further violence, permitting the 
man to mount him with as much docility as if he had been 
just led from the stable. To my great satisfaction, his 
neck was as closely studded with large round lumps as the 
Arab's ; he had also been severely punished by deep lacera- 
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tions on the flanks and thif»;hs, from the lusty heels of his 
opponent. I have seen a cavalry field-day of entire horses 
in India, when fiequently 40 or 50 would rear on end and 
dismount their riders, whose legs and arms were sometimes 
broken in the fall, with dislocations of hips, etc., but I never 
witnessed so fenxuous an encounter as that which occurred 
between my two horses. Some few weeks after my aiTival 
at St. Denis, I was compelled to part with the little moun- 
taineer, as he became so vicious that the most expert rider 
was unliorsed in endeavouring to train him, as he either 
reared and fell back or would rush wildly to the nearest pre- 
cipice and plunge headlong down, to the imminent hazard 
of the rider's life. So much for the fascination of a beau- 
tiful exterior. But all is delusion in this world of insanity ; 
we all aspire to immortality, though clothed in mortal 
trammels ! 

A short time after this event I lost my command at 
St. Paul's, and a salary attached thereto of upwards 
of £200 per annum, by one of the most singular and 
unprecedented circumstances that ever involved a British 
officer in the mazes of diplomacy. Having received 
repeated orders and instructions fi*om the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bourbon (Colonel Keating) to seize all 
newly-imported slaves in the act of disembarking on tho 
( oast of my district, I successfully opposed this illicit 
trade, and at various periods captured between 40 and 
50, for which active exertions I was thanked in public orders 
by the Lieutenant-Governor of the island. Soon after a 
proclamation appeared in the '*Isle of France Gazette," 
prohibiting all interference on the part of officers command- 
ing stations with this traffic of the inhabitants, and that any 
future seizure of slaves should be attended by the expense of 
their maintenance falling on the captors. This notification 
of the Governor of the Mam^itius, Mr. Townsend Farquhar, 
was transmitted me by Colonel Keating, vnth. positive in* 
structions to continue my unremitted endeavours for the 
suppression of the slave trade, for which he was responsible, 
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as it was in direct opposition to the laws of the legitimate 
Government of England, and that no local colonial Governor 
could be justified in conniving or acting inertly when this 
illicit traffic was carried on in the immediate precincts of any 
officer's command, and that though he was subordinate to 
Mr. Farquhar, ne would still act according to his conscience, 
and the known laws of the British Government, by opposing 
every possible obstacle to the introduction of fresh importa- 
tions of slaves into the island of Bourbon. I instantlv 
detected the difficulty of my situation, as disobedience to 
the orders of either power must eventually cause my dis- 
mission from command ; I therefore resolutely came to tho 
determination of supporting that authority sanctioned by the 
laws of the mother country, naturally concluding that th? 
onus of opposition would rest with the Lieut. -Governor of 
Bourbon, by whose positive written orders I was fulfilling an 
imperative duty. About a week after these inconsistent 
and opposite instructions, a large brig and schooner ap- 
peared off the roadstead cf St. Paul's, crowded with slaves, 
and I accordingly made arrangements for their capture, 
which I effected the same night. I pushed off from shore 
with four boats filled with forty soldiers of the 12th Regi- 
ment; it was perfectly calm, and after two hours' rowing 
over a distance of some seven or eight miles, we reached the 
vessels just as the slaves were lowered into boats for the 
purpose of being landed. A few shots only from the brig, 
which fell harmlessly, was the extent of opposition offered, 
and, on ascending her sides, followed by my soldiers, I found 
the deck deserted, whilst Captain Read attacked the schooner 
as successfully. Having left a small party of men to retain 
possession of each vessel, I pursued the boats that were 
making off rapidly towards shore, and by our united exer- 
tions 80 slaves were seized ; the remainder (nearly 200) were 
safely landed and immediately carried off by the inhabitants 
to their different estates. Having lodged and fed the 
miserable lacerated beings, whose legs and arms were 
ulcerated and bleeding from the pressure of the iron manacj 
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by which they Fiacl been so long confined, I wrote off to the 
Lieiit.-Govemor, communicating the success of my enter- 
I)rise, and for instructions how they were to be disposed of ? 
For ten davs I waited anxiously for some information ; at 
h»ngtli I was direct4»d to deliver them up to the proprietors, 
and that the expense of maintaining them during the inter- 
val of detention was to fall exclusively on myself. I accord- 
ingly assembled tlie slave merchants, desiring them to select 
the slaves belonging to them, giving me a receipt for the 
number consigned to each claimant, whose insolent smiles 
of successful villainy excited my indignation much more 
than the loss I had sustained in the maintenance of the un- 
happy victims of these mercenary planters. The following 
dav I was directed bv order fiom General Sir Alexander 
Campbell to join the headquarters of my regiment at St. 
Denis, without any cx)mnient or reference to the proceeding, 
and was accoiclinfflv relieved of mv command by a lunior 
major of the corps. Kir Alexander was commander-in- 
chief of the forces on the two islands, and was of course com- 
pelled to act in the affair according to the suggestion of the 
Governor, Mr. Farquhar, and my only conjsolation from 
(^olonel Keating was that I should certainly be ultimately 
justified by the authorities at home for the honourable share 
I had taken in the transaction; but neither remuneration 
for my losses nor justification for my conduct ever solaced 
me for my disinterested exertions. Due performance of my 
duty being the exciting cause that actuated me on the occa- 
sion, I must have been insensible not to have felt, as eveiv 
individual does, when labouring under the oppression of 
arbitrary power. Four frigates arrived at the Isle of Bour- 
bon in the name of Louis XVIII., bringing Bouvet de 
Lozier as Governor ; the same evening a French regiment 
landed and immediately relieved the guards of the 12th 
Regiment at the different posts, and before the expiration 
of two hours the whole French guards were so completely 
intoxicated vrith what they denominated " le petit vin du 
pays " (alias arrack) that they were rolling about in a mad 
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state in front of their guard-rooms, abusing the English as 
foutres and Louis XVIII. as a vieux coquin. We kept our 
men confined to barracks, to prevent collision with these 
inebriated fellows, and after giving a handsome dinner to 
the French officers, who cdneidering it an indispensable 
etiquette to drink a glass of wine with every British officer 
who had invited them to take wine, some of them swallowed 
20 or 30 bumpers ere the cloth was removed ; the consequence 
may be naturally imagined, and four of our lads conveyed 
the Governor Bouvet de Lozier to the Government House ia 
as glorious a state of intoxication as ever disgraced human 
nature. The ensuing morning the 12th Regiment marched 
down to the beach, preparatory to embarkation ; the French 
guards as we passed turned out, and were still so drunk that 
several of them levelled their pieces at our men, exclaimiuj?. 
" Sacre, il faut tuer un anglais ! " and if they had, not a 
Frenchman would have been left to tell the tale, for in 
defiance of the most rigid discipline our men would certainly 
have rushed from the ranks and have bayonetted the whole 
guard. Fortunately their forbearance was not put to the 
test, and the embarkation took place without accident. 

In the year 1817, towards the latter end of August, after 
15 months' monotonous duty at Port Louis, Grand Port and 
Flacq, the three principal military stations on the island, 
we suddenly received orders to prepare for embarkation on 
three transports, to return to old England. Just before our 
march from Flacq, as I was one evening taking a solitary 
walk ill the environs of the cantonment, I observed the 
summits of the distant mountains tinged with a fiery hue, 
and then the whole atmosphere in the direction of Port 
Louis became of a deep, glaring red colour. The whole 
regiment assembled to view this extraordinary phenomenon, 
which was attributed to the sudden eruption of a volcano ; 
but the following morning intelligence was brought that an 
accidental conflagration had completely destroyed the town 
of Port liouis, and in a day or two after, when the regiment 
marched into the place, such a scene of melancholy desola- 
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tion I never witnessed. A complete ruin of smoking 
embers, with the tottering walls of 11,000 houses, which had 
been destroyed in one nifcht, proved the fury of the de- 
vourin<i: element. French claret was flowing in rivulets down 
the streets, from 10,000 ])ipes that had exploded, intermixed 
with casks of brandy. Soldiers and inhabitants were lying 
about promiscuously, actually dead drunk, with various 
mutilated bodies, arms and legs burnt to the very trunk, 
and some without heads. I never shall forget the horrid 
scene to the latest day of my existence. The whole Champ 
de Mars was covered with tents, pitched for the purpose of 
sheltering the houseless, ruined inhabitants, who weru 
roaming about in the wildest state of despair. The powder 
magazine, where 15,000 bands of gunpowder were de- 
posited, was surrounded by burning houses ; wet blankets 
were continually thrown against the door, and but for the 
indefatigable exertion of the troops, then in garrison, the 
wliole town must have been blown to atoms with all the 
shii)ping in the harbour. At one time the door of the 
magazine was actually in flames. This dreadful calamity 
of explosion was, however, spared the poor inhabitants, who 
were already suffering the extreme of misery. So brilliant 
was the conflagration, that the illuminated atmosphere was 
distinctlv seen from the Isle of Bourbon, at 90 miles' dis- 
tance. The evening previous to this unfortunate occur- 
rence, the Governor gave a splendid ball at the Government 
House, where nearly 300 beautiful young females were 
assembled from all quarters of the island, the majority of 
whom lost their su])erb dresses; this to the affluent may 
appear subject of little consequence, but to those who labour 
by the sweat of their brow for the good things of this life, 
tlie loss was severely felt, and years of economy were 
neC^essary to replace the finery. I have often observed ladies 
at the Governor's balls whose dresses were estimated at 
1 ,500 or 2,000 dollars each, vet the families of whom thev 
formed a portion were by no means in affluent circum- 
stances, and could ill afford to repurchase these splendid 
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decorations. Whilst the ruins of the town were still smok- 
ing and smouldering, the 12th Regiment embarked on three 
transports and proceeded on the long voyage to old England, 
touched at the Cape of Good Hope and reached St. Helena 
about the middle of September, 1817. The greatest man 
that ever the w^orld produced was here confined as a State 
prisoner, Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France, whose 
deeds are transmitted to posteritv bv such a multitude of 
excellent authors that the renown of Alexander, Ciesar and 
all the ancient heroes is comparatively of trifling considera- 
tion to that of the conqueror of the civilized western world. 
The envious aristocrats mav denominate him as a brigand 
and his troops robbers, but still they cannot detract from his 
merit as a great military hero and consummate politician ; 
he paralysed the whole continent of Europe, and made Eng- 
land tremble so that the timidity of her Government tar- 
nished her glory for ever, in banishing her magnanimous 
foe to the solitary rock of St. Helena. On our arrival the 
Emperor was residing at Longwood, and we forwarded a 
request for the honour of an interview, and in reply the 
Emperor appointed the following day for the officers of the 
L2th Regiment to be presented to him. Alas ! we never 
had that honour, for as we were all dressed in our best and 
just landing, a note fi-om General Montholm was delivered 
to the commanding officer, signifying that the Emperor was 
so indisposed as to be incapable of receiving us. This did 
not prevent my taking a walk to Longwood, and from the 
entrance gate I observed this great man (in the common 
acceptation of the word) amusing himself at a billiard table, 
though I could not distinguish his features; this cursory 
view satisfied mv curio si tv and I reflected that I should not 
have been so anxious for such proximity had he been sur- 
rounded by his gallant army. At dawn of day the ensuing 
morning our little fleet again sailed, anchored a few hours 
on arriving at Ascension, and after experiencing a severe 
gale of wind off the Western Isles, reached Portsmouth on 
the 11th Nov., 1817, and two days afterwards received orders 
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to proceed to Ireland without landing in England. Tiis 
was rather severe work after a three months' voyage ; how- 
ever, the ref^nient was ti'anshipped into one large trans- 
l)ort, from the three in which the passage from the Isle of 
France was accomi)lished. In this huge hulk we lay nine 
weeks more at the Mother Bank off Portsmouth, detained 
by contraiy winds and several tremendous gales, and did 
not arrive at Cork until the latter end of January, 1818. 
The most deplorable part of a British soldier's life is cer- 
tainly his long confinement on board transports ; the misery 
and ])rivatioiis aie indescribable. It is pretended that sea- 
sickness is of a salubrious nature; some strong constitu- 
tions may resist its effects, and others lau^h at the deadly 
Sensations accompanying this maladv. There have been 
many come under my own observation whom I have seen 
die under the agony of the most excruciating toiments, es- 
j)ecially two who fell victims to it the second day after our 
departure from the Mauritius, soldiers of the most robust 
and powerful frames — in a word, the most healthy-looking 
men in external appearance of any in the corps. On land- 
ing at Coik we were at once marched off to Athlone, in the 
midst of A^-inter and after 20 vears' service in India and six 
months' imprisonment on board transports. This was a 
fearful trial of the constitutions of the poor soldiers, many 
of whom died on the road and others were deposited in 
hospitals, from whence they never escaped with life. Wad- 
ing through miry roads, sleet, snow and rain for more than 
100 miles, we reached the old town of Athlone the latter end 
of February. Herii a Bond Street major-general, by name 
Buller, commanded the gamson. The regiment was thrice 
a week paraded for his inspection, waiting sometimes for 
two hours and upwards, with the snow driving in the moan's 
faces, in heavy marching order on parade, when an aide-de- 
camp would dash up on a fine prancing horse, informing 
the commanding officer that the regiment might be dis- 
missed, as the general was indisposed. A repetition of this 
stale ti'ick soon disgusted all the old wounded soldiers, and 
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they applied to a man for their discharges, which, as they 
had completed their period of service, they were entitled to, 
so that in six months the corps consisted of a set of raw boys, 
just fresh from the plough. I never shall forget the first 
morning this major-general inspected the regiment. After 
riding down the line, he pompously exclaimed, " Thank 
Ood, I am once more among real soldiers ; I never saw a 
steadier corps." This was quite ludicrous from a man 
whom we all knew never heard a shot fired in his life, except 
as adjutant of one of the regiments of Ghiards, when the men 
were practising at target exercise. He certainly had a 
martial, blustering air, and was a handsome man, nor is 
there a doubt if he had ever been seriously opposed to an 
enemy he would have evinced the characteristic animal 
courage of an Englishman. Tired of the worrying parade 
scenes of this blustering would-be hero, I resolved to retire 
fi'om the Army, as in time of peace there is no prospect oi 
promotion for those who are not intimately connected with 
the aristocrats. 

Having obtained three months' leave of absence, I has- 
tened to my paternal home, expecting at the decease of my 
father to succeed to our entailed estate of £1,500 per annum, 
which, with £1,000 ready money I had remitted my father 
from the Isle of France, the savings of 20 years' Indian 
service, and a handsome sum I brought home with me de- 
rived from the same source, I naturally imagined would 
secure the otium cum dignitate so beautifully alluded to in 
one of the odes of my friend Horace. Arriving vid Cork 
at Bristol, I found my family elegantly housed in a mansion 
that cost my father at least £5,000, situated in Portland 
Square. He boasted largely of his banker's accounts, and 
handed me the expenditure cash account, which I glanced 
over and observed a flaming exposition of enormous house- 
hold expenses to the amount of many thousand pounds ; but 
the rent-roll was carefully withheld, and from motives of 
delicacy I abstained from all enquiry on this important 
subject. Impressed with a full persuasion that all was 

B 
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eouleur dc rose, I resolved to keep my carriage, and asked 
for £200 to ])urcliase horses. On this demand I observed a 
tremulous agitation and paleness on my father's countenance 
that struck me as remarkable, without affecting me with 
any presentiment that his affairs were not in so flourishing 
a state as his previous conversation had indicated. He 
rei)lied that just at that moment he could not supply me, 
having certain vouchers that required immediate payment. 
I begged him not to inconvenience himself, as I had a con- 
siderable sum with me, which for the present could be 
appropriated to the exigency. His only answer was, "I 
deserve to be shot/' The following day he was seized with 
a paralytic stroke, and in three weeks was a corpse. Now 
the whole scene of his misfortunes and iniquity were re- 
vealed to me ; m a word, he had levied a fine and suffered a 
recovery, by which the entailed estate had been disposed of 
some years previously, the amount of which had been squan- 
dered away in various speculations, and to crown his 
thoughtless folly, he had become security with the Marquis 
of Bute for my uncle, who was receiver-general for one of 
the counties. Having become deficient in his accounts, 
Government seized liis property, sold it for half of its real 
value and compelled the securities to make up the deficit; 
mv father became, therefore, a ruined man. Fortunately 
he had ])rovidod handsomely for my three sisters, who were 
respectably married. My £1 ,000 had been drawn out of the 
Navy three per cents, and aided in preser\'ing him fi'om the 
King's Bench, and I was left to commence my career in lifp 
de novo. Had it not been for the recollection of my chil- 
dren, I should eertainlv have terminated mv existence. Mv 

• • • 

remaining fund of £1,400 was all I possessed in the world. 
A major\s pay was not to be despised, and I once more 
rejoined my regiment at Athlone, depressed in mind and 
hopeless of promotion. Two years before, I had lodged 
£1,100 in the firm of a London banker, for the purchase of 
a Kent. -colonelcy, which fell vacant during my voyage from 
the Mam'itius, and had been piu'chased by the honourable 
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Major Lowther, brother to Lord Lonsdale. I appealed to the 
Horse Guards for justice. The reply to my humble appli- 
cation was an insulting letter from Sir Henry Torrens (then 
military secretary to the commander-in-chief), that his 
Royal Highness was not responsible to me for the officers 
he chose to promote. Now, as there was a distinct regula- 
tion, framed by His Royal Highness the Duke of York, that 
no officer of the Army should be purchased over by another 
provided his money was lodged, and that officer regularly 
returned for purchase in the Regimental Returns, which 
in both instances I had conformed, I waited personally 
on the Duke to explain the injustice of my case. He re- 
ceived me very ail'ably, and on hearing my explanation 
exclaimed, ** AVhat I what ! what ! I never was informed of 
the affair before ; I shall note it down and will see into it." 
He then made a memorandum and graciously bowed mo 
away. I was afterwards informed that had His Royal 
Highness been aware that I was inclined to purchase a 
lieut. -colonelcy liable to half -pay, I should not have been 
superseded. This was all the satisfaction I was ever allowed 
for this insufferable injustice. How could a simple indi- 
vidual contend with the powerful interest of a man whose 
brother sent a dozen members to Parliament ! I am of 
opinion that the poor Duke even in this instance was ab- 
solutely compelled to break through his own regulations. 
I therefore remained 16 years a major, I presume as a 
punishment for having claimed justice from those who 
basely infringed their own laws. I then for the first time 
discovered that both the Army and Navy were mere tools in 
the powerful hands of the aristocracy, and that the trade of 
religion was also equally subjected to their insatiate grasp. 
When misfortune and injustice assail us mortals, we then 
begin to analyse the conduct of men in power and draw 
inferences to their disadvantage. But all moralising on 
this subject is absurd, for let the rankest democrat that ever 
existed be once placed in power and he will probably exceed 
in injustice and tyranny the actions of the more refined 

B 2 
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principled aristocrat. "Where is the human being who 
will neglect the welfare of his friends and relations, when 
by favouring their interests he can form around him a 
grateful band of staunch adherents ? Humanum est errare 
is a motto the spirit of which must ever prevail, and has 
been predominant ever since the creation of the world, ii 
the actual human passions existed at the time that influence 
us in the present age. 

I pass over three years of my melancholy existence, 
spent in gan-ison towns of Ireland, when, in October, 1820, 
the regiment embarked fiom Dublin for Liverpool, pro- 
ceeded on to Manchester, and in the course of three months 
moved on to Gosport, from whence they embarked for 
Guernsey and Jersey. In these hospitable romantic little 
islands I remained upwards of two years, feasting, dancing 
and drilling — the usual routine, for a military man, in lazy 
times of peace. I shall ever recollect the friendly attentions 
of Admiral Sir James Sumarez and his family with senti- 
ments of unaifected gratitude, and also those of the equally 
gallant and generous Sir Colin Halket, who commanded 
Jersey as major-general. I served upwards of a year in 
each. 

In the latter end of September we were disagreeably sur- 
prised by an order to hold ourselves in readiness to proceed 
to the West Indies ; a few days afterwards our destination 
was changed for the Rock of Gibraltar. To some of our 
officers this change was delightful; as to myself, I should 
have preferred the Isle of Jamaica, Barbadoes or any other 
of 01 (.r settlements in the West Indies to the protracted 
monotonous residence of 10 or 12 years on the barren rodk 
of Gibraltar. The beginning of October we marched for 
Fort Cumberland, near Portsmouth, and from this gloomy, 
desolate station proceeded on the 11th November, 1823, to 
Portsmouth, and immediately embai'ked on board the fine 
vessels the "Ganges "(84) and "Superb" (74), commanded 
by Captains Brace and Sir Thomas Staines. This day five 
years prior we had anchored at the Mother Bank in our 
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three transports from the Mauritius. We sailed the fol- 
lowing morning, and anchored in the Bay of Gibraltar on 
the 24th November, and on the 25th landed 700 stout 
fellows, the majority of whom were destined never to see 
their native country again. Fighting is really an agreeable 
amusement when compared to a lingering, miserable exist- 
ence of 10 or 12 years in an unhealthy fortress ; but more 
on this subject hereafter. The garrison consisted of five 
regiments of infantry and a battalion of artillery, with a 
proportion of engineer officers and sappers and miners, 
amounting in numerical strength to 4,500 effective men. A 
description of the duties and amusements of one day on the 
Rock will suffice for a twenty years' residence there. In the 
morning 400 men for the different guards are paraded and 
marched off with colours and music ; drill thrice a day, with 
an evening parade or field-day. Field officer visits the 
guards in the course of the morning and after 12 at night, 
forming a tedious excursion of six miles. At night he is 
accompanied by a sergeant on foot carrying a lamp, so that 
in a deluge of rain both are inevitably soaked to the skin. 
Courts Martial, inspecting old buggy barrack furniture, amd 
counting the dollars in the commissariat department fre- 
quently occupies him for several hours. An invitation to 
dine at the Convent or Lieut.-Governor's house and a ball 
given once or twice a year by the Governor are the only 
recreations I am aware of for officers, except an evening's 
ride over the sandhills along the shore towards St. Eoque, 
a town five miles distant from the Rock. We are such 
creatures of habit that a residence here has charms for many, 
and I have known officers quit the garrison with sentiments 
of the most unaffected regret and even exchange into another 
corps for the purpose of returning to it. Some old French 
author asserts that tons les gouts sont respectables ; it may 
be so, but I could never discover a single attractive pleasure 
to render Gibraltar a desirable place of residence, and may 
its lightning-blasted summits never again impress my mind 
with those solitary sensations of deep melancholy with 
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Trhicli I have so often regarded them ! For a field offic«^r 
there certainly is no station in the British possessions where 
the duty is so arduous and disagreeable. The yellow fever 
is also as radical a disease in the garrison as in any part of 
the TVest Indies ; not a year passes without numerous sub- 
jects in each regiment being affected and dying of this 
species of plague, which once every five or six years con- 
centrates its venom and carries off thousands of soldiers and 
inhabitants. I only remained two years on this detestable 
spot when, depots for regiments having been established in 
England, as senior major I was ordered home to take charge 
of this nucleus for the service companies. Selling my 
horses and furniture at one-third of their original cost, I 
embarked on a Danish brig, and in three weeks anchored in 
Falmouth harbour, ])roceeding thence per mail to Plymouth, 
where the four companies of the depot were forming. 
Scarcely had I (collected 200 of this untrained band when, in 
December, 1825, we were ordered to Ireland, embarked in a 
gale of wind, and in three days reached Cork harbour, from 
whence we proceeded in a steam-vessel to Middleton, where 
we disembarked and marched to Youghal, a dreary, dirty, 
abominable town on the sea-coast. As the men were march- 
ing through the town, the poor girls with whom the cottages 
were swarming looked out of their half-formed doors crj-ing, 
'* riase your honour, give us some of your men for hus- 
bands ! " Although ragged and abounding in filth and 
vermin, yet the faces of these wretched beings were in many 
instanc(\s really beautiful; such misery as the peasantry 
of Ireland offers to view is unequalled in any other part of 
the universe. These cottage Venuses contrived to marry 
several of our undisciplined youths in the c(mrse of the three 
months the de])ot remained at Youghal, a species of heavy 
baggage that must inevitably encumber every regiment 
serving in old Erin. One morning, as three of our subal- 
terns were quietly taking their breakfast in one of the upper 
barrack rooms, a ball penetrated the window, passed over 
the table and lodged in the opposite wall. It must have 
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teen fired from a considerable distance, as immediate search 
was made for the detection of the perpetrators of this wanton 
outrage; but not a soul was discovered in the vicinity of 
the barrack square. The generality of the Irish peasantry 
are good, honest, cheerful creatures; there are, however, 
amongst them some of a most demoniacal, ferocious nature — 
indeed this observation may apply to all countries ; but I 
have never heard of, or seen such deliberate assassins, such 
cool, determined murderers as the Irish, bravely dying for 
their offences with a malicious, scornful smile on the coun- 
tenance. I am only surprised that more instances of re- 
venge do not occur, when the degraded state of the nation is 
considered ; their situation is penniless and hopeless, crowds 
of famishing children barefooted in the midst of winter, 
the parents ragged and all but naked, living within four 
mud walls covered with turf, amidst pigs, poultry, cows, and 
all sleeping together on a mass of straw, moss, or heather, 
the room or hovel filled with smoke to an absolute degree 
of suffocation, and their food consisting each day of boiled 
potatoes mixed with buttermilk. The lords, the satellites 
of Government, the clergy live in luxur}^, careless of these 
outrages to humanity and morality, and nothing but the 
despair of the populace and the terrible effects of a bloody 
exterminating revolution will bring them to their senses. 
"Babblers, we fear you not," exclaim these hereditary 
legislators ; " we have the Army, Navy, great landholders 
and holders of funds under our dominion, and with the 
powerful aid of these engines we defy your armless bands." 
Mais, nous verroiis, hunger and necessity will ultimately 
prove irresistible. 

In February, 1826, the depot proceeded to the picturesque 
town of Fermoy, where the still-hunting duty prevailed to a 
disgusting degree ; requisitions for small parties of men were 
daily made by the gangers, which generally terminated in the 
seizure of spirits and stills. One morning a man in a shabby- 
genteel dress called on me, a>Dd in & mysterious, half -com- 
municative manner signified that a still was working in the 
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mountains near Lisniorc, about ten miles from Fermoy, that 
he was a ^auger and required an officer and six men to accom- 
pany liim in order to eifect the seizure. Having produced 
his authority from the magisti'ates, I replied that so small a 
iiuml)er of men commanded by an officer was a most unusiuil 
circumstance, and positively refused the party unless a ser- 
geant, coq)oral and twelve men were allowed to accompany 
him. He objected on account of the expense to Government, 
assuring me that six men were amply sufficient to accomplish 
the object in view. At length, after a warm discussion,! suc- 
ceeded in the i)roposed augumentation of force, and my own 
son commanded the i)arty. In the afternoon of the same day 
they marched off accompanied by the ganger, and the follow- 
ing morning about three o'clock, after a fatiguing journey, 
reached the miserable hovel that contained the still, which 
was briskly working at the time. Having upset all the tubs 
and casks that contained the spirits, a cart was procured and 
the still placed thereon. Proceeding slowly down the moun- 
tain, the party entered a deep ravine between two lofty hills 
clothed with wcod, through which the road led for some dip- 
tance. As they proceeded along this dangerous pass large 
bodies of the peasantry were distinguished on the eminences, 
on both sides, and soon showered down stones from their 
advantageous ])()siti()ns on the soldiers below, several of 
whom were stnuJc down, and finally 11 of them and 
the officer were seriously injured. Confident in the 
slrengtli of numerical superiority, amounting to several 
tliousands, the peasantry made a inish at the cart, 
wliich tlu\v captured and bore off in triumph. The 
soldiers, still pressed, exclaimed, **For God's sake let 
us fire or we shall all be killed ! " A stone at this ifi- 
stant striking the officer on the breast with such violence 
as to f(^ll him to the earth, he relu(»-tantly gave the fatal word 
** Fire ! " and vseveral of the i)easantiy fell. The party con- 
tinued retreating and firing by files, closely pursued. 
Having gained a small bridge over a river, with a gate on 
each side, they closed and barricaded the gate nearest the 
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populace, keeping up a brisk fire from the bridge ; th*^y 
however collected in large bodies above and below, endea* 
vouring to pass the fords of the river. As all the ammuni- 
tion was expended and four of the soldiers so badly injured 
as to be incapable of marching", a passing car was imme- 
diately taken possession of, and the wounded men thus con- 
veyed by a diiferent road from that by which the party had 
arrived. This manoeuvre preserved them from destruction^ 
as the peasantry had crossed the river and completely block- 
aded the passage of the road by which it was expected the 
party would have returned to quarters. At seven o'clock that 
evening I inspected this small force after their return to 
Fermoy. Not a man of them had escaped uninjured ; all 
their clothing was literally torn to atoms, the muskets 
generally indented with deep bruises, and nine men placed 
in hospital. The officer was severely wounded in the fore- 
head, with a serious swollen black contusion on his breast, 
which confined him to his room for many days. The ganger 
had escaped, but was not heai*d of until the next morning, 
when he made his appearance, offering a very lame excuse 
for quitting the party. I was uncharitable enough to sus- 
pect him of some confederacy or collusion with the peasantry, 
and had the six men proceeded on the expedition, as origi- 
nally intended, I am persuaded they would have fallen a 
sacrifice to the fury of these lawless people. An investiga- 
tion of this affair was instituted and the military exonerated 
from all blame. It appeared that between 30 and 40 of 
these oppressed cottagers had suffered in the skirmish, which 
from all accounts was a premeditated plan to entrap the 
raw recruits. It was now considered judicious to remove 
the depot, as the surrounding country was highly exaspe- 
rated at this unfortunate massacre ; we were accordingly 
ordered to Bantry, where we arrived about a month after* 
wards. The Bay, Scatter^- Island, and the barren, rocky 
mountains around, presented one of the wildest, most ro- 
mantic, and beautiful scenes I ever met with in any part of 
the world. Provisions of all descriptions so remarkably 
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cheap that witli an income of £100 per annum any single 
man mi^ht live in absolute luxury. I contracted with a 
butcher for the 8upi)ly of the troops, at three-halfpence a 
l)oun(l for beef, and the choice pieces might be obtained at 
two])ence. Now mark the unaccountable inconsistence ol 
us human beings ; although this extreme moderate demand 
for th(» necessaries to support existence was admitted, yet 
a large family was emigrating from Mantry to France from 
motives of eronomy. I question if the most secluded spot 
in die latter (M)untry ran produce anything half so reason- 
a])le in any shape as the articles vended at Bantry. On 
encjuiry I found that this economising family, who had never 
yet quitted the county of Kerry, were induced to adopt this 
UK^asure from the perusal of some book in which an exag- 
gerated description of Xomiandy had fascinated them into a 
persuasion that they might keep their carriage on an income 
of .£']()() a year; they tried the experiment, found it falla- 
cious, and, I understand, returned again to their rural abode 
dei)r(»ssed in spirits and reduced in income. I could describe 
the magic residence of Colonel "\^niite, brother of Lord 
Bantry, on the margin of the eastern boundarj^ of the bay, 
called (jlengaritt* , and all its adjacent wild romantic beauties, 
was T not t'uUv aware that ninetv-nine out of a hundred 
readers ])ass over such trash as unworthy of perusal ; indeed, 
one slight well-designed picture gives more real information 
than the most elaborate wordy description could possibly 
convey. I lodged at a marine luJf-pay officer's cottage, 
about three miles from Bantiy. A whole squad of young 
children T\ith dependents of all descriptions devoured the 
substance of this poor fellow, who, shortly after my departure 
from Inchiclough (the name of his residence) was consigned 
to the gloomy ])recincts of a gaol. The beggars who daily 
passed this dwelling were grateful and satisfied with a few 
potatoes for alms, but the consttuit succession of these wan- 
dering wretches greatly diminishexl the resources of the 
marine officer, who was as thoughtless and indifEerent on the 
subject of economy as the major part of his countrymen. 
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After three months' residence at this retired spot the depot 
moved to Kinsale, from thence to Cork, Buttevant, then to 
Longford, and ultimately to Boyle, where an event tran- 
spired of such insufferable injustice, resorted to by a man. 
high in official authority, that I cannot refrain from dedi- 
cating a few lines to the subject. A young man, by name 
Butler, of prepossessing appearance and eccentric habits 
almost approaching insanity, had joined the depot at Long- 
ford, a few months after our arrival at Boyle. I had de- 
tached the senior captains to different outposts when an order 
arrived from the Horse Ghiards for a captain and 30 men 
to proceed forthwith to Cork for embarkation tor Gibraltar, 
to join the service companies at that station. Of course 
Captain Butler was ordered off, being the only captain at 
headquarters. Now I did not know that he was a protege 
of the Adjutant.- General, Sir Henry Torrens ; however, three 
or four days after his departure I was suddenly electrified 
by an order from this great despot for the commanding 
officer of the depot to proceed forthwith to London and 
report himself to the Adjutant- General and immediately 
embark for Gibraltar. The next day I set off via Dublin 
and Liverpool, reaching London in three days, leaving my 
goods and chattels to the mercy of chance and some friends 
for their future destination. Having reported myself at 
the Horse Guards and solicited an audience at the Adjutant- 
General's office, I was soon introduced to the great man, 
Sir Henry Torrens, who received me with that stately 
hauteur so peculiar to those in a little brief authority. On 
explaining the reason of my arrival in London his brow was 
immediately clouded with a sinister frown, and he remarked 
that he had no idea of any commanding oMcer playing 
ivith the Service by ordering young men who had only just 
joined the depot on foreign service. I replied that Captaui 
Butler was the only officer present at headquarters when tho 
order arrived for the party to proceed forthwith, and that I 
was not conscious in any one instance of my military career 
of 30 years of ever playing with the Service ; that I had 



268 VIAliY OF AN OFFICER. 

honestly perforin od my duty and only regretted that it 
should have interfered with his arrangements. He hastily 
told me to hold my tongue, adding, " I don't care for your 
exi)lanations, you shall be oflE to Gibraltar by the first ship/' 
*' I am ready, sir, to proceed, but cannot admit that I have 
played with the Sei-vice, and if you consider my conduct in 
that light I must beg the usual appeal to a Court Martial to 
either substantiate or acquit me of this serious accusation." 
*' I don't care, sir, I don't care, you may get about your busi- 
ness and do as you like." " Sir Henry, this a species of 
treatment I cannot tamely submit to," I was proceeding in 
my observation, when he rang the bell and commanded the 
attendant to show me the door. I never was so indignant, to 
be tluis used by a man who had been no longer in the Service 
than myself, and merely for performing my duty without 
partiality, favour, or affection. I waited on Lord Hill, who 
desired me to commit the whole transaction to paper and 
forward it direct to him. Having done so, I attended his 
levee, and on the staircase met Sir Hemy Torrens, who ca.^t 
on me a look that must have petrified me had his countenance 
been possessed of the attributes of Medusa. Lord Hill 
expressed himself in a mild, gentlemanly manner on the 
occasion, regretting the occurrence ; however, as the order 
had been given I must proceed to Gibraltar. I then applied 
for three months' leave of absence to arrange my affairs and 
endeavour to dis])ose of my commissions advantageously, re- 
solving no longer to submit to wanton insults from any 
official (»liaracUa'. As I did not succeed in this plan, I once 
more embarked for the regiment. A fine steam-packet of 
800 tons received me on board at the Tower, and in five days, 
touching at Lisbon and Cadiz, I landed at Gibraltar the be- 
ginning of September, 1828, and assumed the command oi 
the old 12tli. Scarcely had I arrived when strong indica- 
cations of an unhealthy season were manifested by offensive 
exhalations from the various drains and a stationary white 
cloud crowning the summit of tJie Rock, which even a strong 
easterly wind failed to remove. The heat in the garrison was 
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excessive, attended by a close, confined state of the atmo- 
sphere, creating an indescribable sensation of suffocation. 
The rank seaweed on the shore emitted an effluvium dis- 
gusting to the olfactory nerves, and everyone complained of 
a certain supineness or lassitude affecting the whole cor- 
poreal system ; nor was I exempt from the prevailing feeling, 
which rendered me incapable of my usual energy of mind 
and activity of body. On the 5th September, 1828, a man 
of the 12th was violently affected by fever and died next 
day, exhibiting a corpse as yellow as gold, which, though no 
uncommon occurrence at this period of the year, as many 
fall victims to this disease annually, yet it was deemed ex- 
pedient to encamp the 12th Regiment on the neutral ground 
the following day, when another soldier was affected, sent 
in to the naval hospital and died in 24 hours. He had been 
accustomed to irequent that part of the town where the for- 
mer man had contracted the fever, both of them having asso- 
ciated with girls of the town residing close to Prince Charles 
Edward's Wall, in Xo. 24 district. For ten days subsequent 
to these events the 12th liegiment performed camp duties 
on the neutral ground without affording any guards for the 
town, and were completely free from any fi'esh case of fever ; 
however, as numerous patients were sent into the naval hos- 
pital from the 42nd and 43rd Regiments, from which the 
town guards were selected, and who still occupied the Case- 
mate Barracks within the walls of the fortress, these corps 
were directed to encamp close to the 12th Regiment, when 
the three corps mutually and equally participated in all the 
requisite duties, both town and camp. The very first guards 
the three corps mutually and equally participated in all the 
Convent, provost and main guard ; 20 out of the 60 men were 
the same day seized with the epidemic and conveyed to ihe 
hospital. I shall never forget one fine young fellow 
of the Grenadiers, 6ft. 2in. high, about 19 years of age, 
tuddy complexion, and healthy appearance, who, on being 
affected with a pain in the loins, came to my tent and with 
tears in his eyes begged not to be conveyed to the naval 
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hospital, us lie should certainly die and leave his aged mother 
destitute of all supjwit. The orders were positive, which I 
temperately ex])laiue(l, that all patients were immediately 
to be taken there. His only remark was " Then I am a dead 
man." In 48 hours the i)oor fellow had ceased to exist. 
Funeral processions were now seen passing fi'om the town to 
tlu^ burial-place on the neutral gi'ound from morn to night; 
70, 80, and sometimes 100 bodies were thrown into the long 
trenches dug for their reception, and as the camp was 
within ten yarcls of this indiscriminate cemetery, the con- 
tinued melancholy scene, instead of producing a serious 
eiVect on the minds of those who had escaped the malady, 
became in a short time a subject of mirth, and a laughable 
speculation of insurance of liyes for a week was entered into 
by seyeral gay Lotharios. As we were one afternoon sit- 
ting down to dinner a dead-cart i)assed by the marquee, and 
on enquiry who the occupant was, it proved to be our cook, 
who had just prepared the dinner and instantly fell dead, to 
the no small annoyance of our gastronomers, as we were next 
day in groat tribulation for a successor and were served with 
a very iiiditt'erent meal. An officer of one of the corps 
Laving died of the fever, a fine handsome young fellow, an 
assistant surgeon of the 73rd, chose to wi^ap himself up in 
the cloak in which the deceased had expired and sleep near 
the corpse the whole night, but this foolhardy display of 
courage was punished most seriously, for on rising the fol- 
lowing morning he was affected with the usual symptoms 
ol fever, which, in a few hours, put an end to his short ex- 
istence. Three weeks had now elapsed, and the mortality 
increased daily, when a transport laden with medical men 
from England arrived, amongst whom were doctors Pym 
and Barry, who vaunted much of their abilities in an-esting 
the ])rogress of the disease; it would be superfluous to 
describe the nostrums and absurd experiments resorted to 
for this enviable purpose ; though they did not succeed, they 
still attained the principal objects of their hazardous voyage 
and exposure to the climate, being ultimately knighted for 
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their philanthropic exertions. Three French doctors also 
traversed Spain from Paris, the principal, named Chervin, 
who certainly exposed himself in a most extraordinary 
manner to ascertain the exact nature of the malady ; he not 
only swallowed the black vomit of several of the patienta 
but also inoculated himself, which last experiment affected 
him; in this state he courageously directed the remedies 
necessary on the occasion and recovered. His prescriptions 
were afterwards adopted by our faculty and eminently 
tended to alleviate the sufferings and preserve many of the 
patients. It was generally rumoured that Mons. Chervin 
contributed more powerfully to eradicate the disease than 
any doctor on the Rock ; in fact, he was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it, having visited the islands of the West 
Indies and almost every part of the globe where fevers pre- 
vailed, thus perfecting his knowledge by dear experience. 
The Lieut. -Governor, Sir George Don, highly approved of 
the fearless exertions of this truly humane Frenchman, ex- 
pressed in orders on the departure of Mons. Chervin from the 
garrison. This was all he obtained from the English Govern- 
ment for a journey of nearly 2,000 miles and exposing his 
life in everj^ possible manner to the dreadful effects of the 
epidemic fever. One morning the armourer of the ]2tlx 
Regiment applied for leave to enter the garrison, as his wife, 
^ho was assisting a lady, had contracted the disease. I en- 
deavoured to dissuade him from the attempt, as he could do 
no good and would inevitably fall a martyr to the disease il 
he came in contact with his wife. My representations were 
fruitless ; he persisted, proceeded into the town, and in 48 
hours fell a victim to his affection, his wife dying a few 
hours before him. The men selected to attend the patients 
ill the naval hospital died so rapidly, that at length no volun- 
teers offered themselves for this service, as the employment 
was attended by certain death. Twenty-three soldiers who 
had acted as orderlies in the hospital ceased to exist in the 
course of three weeks, and the other regiments were equally 
unfortunate. A fine handsome young officer of the 12th, 
named Werge, had been amusing himself on the neutral 
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ground at a game of cricket, when he suddenly complained 
of a violent pain in the small of his back, the usual fore- 
runner of the epidemic. I advised him to remain in camp, 
but he consulted other and younger friends and proceeded 
to hospital. In extreme excitement he returned to ibe 
neutral ground the following day, through a heavy shower 
of rain, saying he would not die in that pest-house. When 
T saw him he was pale and cadaverous, but complained of no 
particular local pain; however, in the afternoon, he was 
again conveyed to the hospital and next day was buiied. I 
am persuaded if this naturally healthy young man had re- 
mained in camp he would have survived, as many others 
who took this precaution actually did. On mustering th(? 
regiment on the 24th November, 1828, lieutenant Forsteen, 
of the 12th, fell out of the ranks with customary symptoms 
of violent pain in the small of the back, his horse was brought 
and he chose to ride into the garrison in spite of all advice ; 
he was in hospital only three days, the black vomit came od, 
and he soon followed his companions to the grave. The 
fate of this young man had been long anticipated, as he »va3 
in the constant habit of frequenting the town and lounging 
about in the various shops situated in the very centre of the 
malaria; remonstrances were fruitless, as he only laughed 
and joked on the f^ubject, and out of sheer bravado would 
(iballengo the officers to accompany him to the scene of 
desolation. Telle est la nature humaine. The field officers 
on the neutral ground soon became all indisposed except 
two, thus I was compelled to sleep in the fortress every other 
night on duty as field officer of the day. I consequently re- 
presented this incessant fatigue and exposure as beyond the 
strength of men past the meridian of life. About nine miles 
^T ere to be traversed in the course of the day, under a burn- 
ing- sun, and nearly the same distance at 12 o'clock at night 
to visit the different guards stationed in every part of the 
garrison, and as there was only one field officer, the whole 
length of the Rock, the neutral ground, and Catalan 
I5ay were all included in his tour. The Lieut. -Governor, 
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Sir George Don, immediately appointed several of the 
senior captains to act as field officers, and candidly 
acknowledged the justice of my statement. An order 
existed that every field officer should visit the hospital 
at least once a week. I, of course, complied with the 
regulation; however, when the epidemic was at its 
height, our surgeon, Mr./ Amiel, informed me that they had 
ceased this tour of duty, as several had been affected by 
the fever immediately after their visit. As I was conversing 
with him in the ward amidst the dying and the dead, one of 
our soldiers was brought in from the neutral ground as a 
patient ; he, however, stoutly declared that he had nothing 
the matter with him and would not be detained in that pest- 
house. " Look at me, ColoHel," said he, " I am as well as any 
man in the regiment " ; and, according to my superficial ob- 
servation, he certainly appeared in perfect healtE. The 
surgeon looked closely at his eyes, and then whispered to 
me, "The man is under great excitement and has every 
symptom of the fever about him, and in my opinion has but 
a very short period to live." I then quietly told the man 
to remain a few hours in hospital, when, if he was 
really not affected by the disease he should return to 
his duty. He became outrageous, exclaiming he 
would be damned if he would be sent to hospital for 
nothing, and in struggling w4th the orderlies to escape 
he suddenly tell dead on the floor. Mr. Amiel told 
me that this man was not a solitary instance of similar 
incredulity of patients who were actually labouring under 
the severest symptoms of fever. Having passed the 
beds of nearly 200 men and spoken kindly to those free from 
delirium, I came to the hospital sergeant, who, after throe 
weeks of constant attendance on the sick, had been suddenly 
seized with fever and nausea as he was in the act of holding 
a basin to receive the black vomit of one of the patients ; he 
spoke cheerfully, expressing strong hopes of recovery, he 
was, however, a corpse the following day ; in him we lost an 

excellent clerk and a good soldier. I certainly never 

s 
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ox])eriencod more melancholy sensations than in my weekly 
visits to inspect tlio state of the hospital; such groans, 
shrieks, and (lyinjif lamentations must have aJEected the . 
most obdurat^^ heart., independent of any little personal 
tremors, that might have agitated the sensitive frame of tho 
visitor. Wlienever I quitted this scene of annihilation I was 
invariably affected with a dizziness in the head and a sense 
of suff*ooation of which I was not clear for many hours 
after. Sir George Don now issued an order for field officers 
to discontinue their weekly inspection of the hospital until 
the virulence of the epidemic had abated. Poor old man, 
he was upwards of 80 years old, yet he regularly came to the 
neutral ground twice a week, from his cottage at the south 
end of tho Rock, for the pm^pose of assembling the senior 
officers of the regiments and hearing their reports on the 
actual state of the corps. He now determined to erect 
temporary sheds on the neutral ground for the reception ot 
the convalescents, and several immense buildings of some 
hundred feet in length and forty or fifty feet in breadth were 
soon coni])lete(l, into which all the patients who had par- 
tially rtM^overed were immediately placed. The advantage 
of this arrangement was soon obvious, as scarcely any 
relapses took place, which was continually the case when 
they were left in the hospital. Having appointed another 
hospital sergeant to replace i)oor Butler, he was shortly 
seized with fever, and in this state escaped from the ward 
in which he had been placed by direction of the surgeon. 
Sergeant l^'^dge, the man in question, was sedulously sought 
for in all quarters for two days without being discovered. 
On the third morning after his disappearance, as the corpse 
of an officer of one of the other regiments was 
taken to the burial-ground for interment. Sergeant 
Edge was found lying between the mounds of earth 
thrown up on lieutenants Werge and Forsteen's graves 
in a perfect state of nudity; the fever had left him 
he conversed rationally, but would have died there of 
sheer exhaustion had he not been thus fortunately 
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discovered. He could give no account of his reasons for 
hiding himself in this situation, except that the tTjro 
officers between whose graves he had esconced himself 
had always treated him kindly, and that he was desirous of 
being. interred near them. He was taken to the sheds and 
speedily recovered, when he resimied his duties as hospital 
sergeant. I will now relate one instance of female devo- 
tion during this horrid desolating epidemic. A beautiful 
young Spanish lady became deeply enamoured of one of the 
English officers, and was heard frequently to declare that she 
would not survive him if he died. He was at length attacked 
by the contagion, being attended by her to his expiring 
moments. His body was conveyed to the usual cemetery for 
the officers. During this interval she had climbed a high part 
of the Rock, and, on the first volley of firearms denoting tJie 
interment of her lover, she precipitated herself headlong 
from the dizzy height and was literally dashed to atoms. She 
was found near Catalan Bay with almost every bone in her 
body fractured, the leg and thigh bones protruding shock- 
ingly from the liesh in pointed splinters. After such devotion 
who will question woman's love ? The dead-carts were con- 
tinually parading the streets of the town to receive the 
corpses, which were interred without any ceremony. To 
avoid this contamination, a wealthy Jew iiad secreted ten 
bodies of his persuasion in a large loft, in consequence of 
which the precincts of his habitation became absolutely 
doubly pestiferous from the sickening odours encircling :t. 
The town major was soon informed of this abomination, and 
instantly despatched a party of police for the purpose of re- 
moving the nuisance. The Jews, however, resisted this au- 
thority ; the town major was therefore compelled to proceed 
w^th a party of the military, when ten bodies in a most 
putrid state of decomposition were deposited in a cart and 
conveyed to the usual cemetery ; so offensive was the effluvia 
of these carcases, that it caused] the immediate deaths of two 
soldiers and one policeman. Scarcely a family in Gibraltar 

escaped the direful effects of this desolating scourge; in 

s2 
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about six weeks from its commencement upwards of 4,000 
bodies were inteiTed in the long trencbes on the neutral 
ground. Six regiments were then serving in the garrison, 
one of whicli (numerically) was swept from the face of the 
earth, id est, 800 men perished, including officers from tbe 
different corps. One morning I met Colonel Payne, of the 
artillery, who had remained in the town contrary to the 
advice of his friends ; he told me that the fever had neither 
affected him nor any of his family, although a month had 
expired since its first breaking out. I remarked that he 
might not escape before it^s termination, and advanced 
several arguments to induce him to encamp, assuring him 
that I had never slept in the fortress (which my tour of duty 
compelled me to do about ever third night) without returning 
to camp with a violent headache and excessive lassitude. 
He laughed at what he termed my prejudice, persisting that 
there was no more danger in the town than on the neutral 
ground. ** Nous verrons, mon ami," was my reply, and I 
trotted off on my charger to complete my inspection of the 
guards. A few days afterwands he and part of his family 
were attacked and in the space of 48 hours his body was 
borne to the officers' buiial-ground. It would fill a 
thousand sheets of paper to recount all the tragical events 
and scenes of this lamentable scourge. Wherever a com- 
mon sewer conducted th(^ filth of the town to the sea, there 
the most inveterate fever appeared to prevail. The Governor's 
chaplain resided in the promixity of one of these, 
and in a few hours brtuithed his last. There was one horror 
amidst this desolating ravage that merits notice. In passing 
near the long trenches on the neutral ground formed for 
the reception of the dead, I one day observed the earth in 
motion, and on a nearer approach, discovered the hands of 
a feeble old woman, endeavouring to drag herself from the 
trench. I immediately procured assistance from our pioneers, 
and she was immediately withdrawn from this living Gol- 
gotha. She had been interred the preceding evening, and 
the earth having only partially covered her, she had, 
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contrary to all expectation, awoke from her trance jnst at 
the time of my passing by. She was taken to hospital, and, 
strange to relate, recovered and became quite a healthy 
woman ; she was about 50 years of age, and previous to her 
burial had appeared for several hours in a perfectly in- 
animate state. Several instances of this nature oc- 
curred during the two months the fever prevailed, and there 
is no doubt many, in the hurry, confusion and terror that 
aifected the inhabitants, were actually interred in a living 
state. Sir George Don, Lieut. -Q-overnor and general in 
the Army came from his cottage, in the southern part of 
the Rock, to the neutral ground thrice a week in his carriage, 
passing through some of the most unhealthy parts of the 
town, yet he escaped the fever although in his 82nd year. 
He could road the smallest print without spectacles, and a 
more active, indefatigable old gentleman never existed ; in 
fact, Gibraltar owes all the beauties it possesses to his 
ingenuity and rage for improvement, which ultimately 
embellished the most sterile sand and rock with flowers and 
shrubs of infinite variety and beauty. He fi'equently 
observed that nothing but *' Doctor Frost" (alluding to the 
snow-capped mountains seen in Spain from Gibraltar) 
would eradicate the fever ; and certainly no human efforts 
aif ected any change until the latter end of November, when 
the distant mountains became covered with snow, and from 
that period the epidemic gradually subsided, until the 
10th December, 1828, after which no fresh cases were intro- 
duced into hospital and those already suffering soon resumed 
their wonted health. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

I-I A.VING succeeded to the lieut. -colonelcy of the regi- 
^ * nieiit, atter a sei-vice of 34 years, I began to reflect 
that at the a^e of 50 man is more adapted to the ease and 
tranquillity of retirement than the harassinf]^ and fatiguing 
duties of a military life ; I consequently obtained leave of 
absence, and soon bade adieu to that hot-bed of vice, filth 
and disease, the barren rock of Gibraltar. I took my pas- 
sage on board a, Hamburg brig, commanded by an old 
Dutchman, who vaunted that the " Die Taube" (his brig's 
name) was the best sea-boat that ever crossed the wide sea, 
and that the accommodation and feeding on board could not 
be excelled. Knowing the parsimonious habits of the 
Xetherlanders, I considered it prudent to have a private 
stock of provisions, and accordingly sent two dozen fowls 
and six dozen of sherry to tlie veteran captain, who was 
in his 84th year, sixty of which he had spent on the ocean. 
I embarked on a mild evening the beginning of March, 
1830, and sailed the following morning. 



The End. 
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Extract from the Bourbon Government Gazette^ dated 

2nd August, 1810. 

"Nous nous empressons de donner au public copie de la 
lettre du Capitaine Pym, ci-devant commandant de la 
Fregate de Sa Majesty le ' Syrius.' Ce n'est ni I'usage ni le 
desir des A nglais de cacher au public les nouvelles officielles, 
meme lorsqu'elles sont defavorables. Nous ne pouvons 
dissimuler que la perte des vaisseaux de Sa Majesty le 
' Syrius,' la ' Magicienne,' et la ' Nereide ' (quoiqu'accom- 
pagnee d'une perte peut-etre plus fatale du cote de I'Ennemi), 
nous cause les plus vifs regrets, bcaucoup moins sous le 
rapport des vaisseaux que sur le sort des braves qui ont pcSri 
dans ce combat. II nous reste cependant dans cette circon- 
stance des sujets de consolation, car si le succes que nos 
compatriotes avaient si bien nierites par la hardiesse de 
I'entreprise n'a pas repondu a leur attente, nous pouvons 
justement nous vanter que cela ne pent etre attribue aux 
efforts de I'Ennemi, qui avait deja pile ; mais bien aux 
Rochers et aux Bancs qui mettait a I'abri du feu de nos 
fregates et qui le protegeaient de leur approche. 

"La victoire la plus complete edt-elle couronn^ nos 
efforts, nous ne pourrions pas nous empecher de deplorer 
le sort du brave Capitaine de la ' Nereide,' ainsi que de ses 
officiers et de tout son equipage, qui ont sacrifi^ leur vie a 
leur devoir dans un moment oil il ne leur restait d'autre 
alternative que de ceder ou de mourir. Eh bien ! tons ont 
preferes ce dernier parti ! Enthousiasme I d^voiiment 
peut-etre sans pareil dans les annales de I'histoire. Les 
habitants de Bourbon apprendront, par la narration fidele 
et sincere que la lettre du Capitaine Pym leur offre, a 
continuer leurs egards pour la nation dont ils jouissent 
de la protection, et leur compatriotes de I'lsle de France 
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pprecieront iivoc justice lo premier effort de lavaleur britan- 
nique dont ils out oto l(»s temoins dans le spectiacle imposant 
qui vient (1(^ si» passcir sous leur yeux. La perte des vaisseaux 
do reniu^ini jMUit etre irreparable ; les pavilions de la grande 
flotte do rindo, ceux de I'escadre qui vient du Cap, flotteront 
dans 1(^ Tort-Louis avant peu et prouveront qu'il n'en est 
pas ainsi de nous." 



Lettue du Oaptaine Pym ait Goctverneur Farquhar. 

" Isle de la Passe, le 24 Aodt, ISIO ; continue le 25. 

"Vous avez ete instruit par ma derniere de men 
intention d'attaquer les Fregates, la Corvette, et le Vaisseau 
de Compagnie qui sont dans le grand Port. 

" La ' Magicienno ' m'ayant joint au moment od le 
' Wyndbam' navire capture, allaitmettre voile pour Bourbon, 
j'ai ordonne au Oapt. Lambert de I'animener ainsi que le 
Brick arnie avec toute diligence devant I'lsle de la Passe, 
et afin (j[uo I'ennemi dans le Port-Louis ne fiit pas alarm^, j'ai 
mis toutes voiles dehors ])Our passer dans le Sud, et quoiqu'il 
fit beaucoup d<i vent, j'arrivai le lendemain a midi a I'lsle 
de la Pass(\ Tja 'Nrreide' me fit le signal qu'elle etoit 
prcte pour h^ (^ombat; alors je m'approachai d'elle, et 
ayantreconnu la j)osition d(i I'Enemi je decidai de I'attaquer. 
Lorsqu(^ Tofticier de la ' Nereide ' qui devoit me servir do 
Pilote fut a mon bord, je fis le signal de lever I'ancre, et 
lorsque nous n'etions ([u'a la distance d'une lieue de I'enenii, 
il me jetta malheureusenK^it sur le bord du banc de la petite 
passe, d'oii, malgre nos efforts, nous n'avons pu nous 
retirer qu'a luiit lieures le lendemain matin. Le 23 a midi 
T' Iphigenie' et la 'Magicienne' parurent, et I'enemi ayant 
mouille alors ])lus pres de la terro, etablit des batteries et on 
lui jetta beaucou]) du monde a bord ; alors j'ordonnai aux 
autres Fregates de m'assister dans I'attaque. J'avois a mon 
bord tons les Capitaines et les Pilotes, et j'etois assur^ que 
nous avions passe tons les dangers et que nous pourrions 
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faire route dans la ligne de renemi. De suite, nous appa- 
reillames en nous depechant de prendre nos positions, savoir : 
Le ' Syrius,' par le travers de la ' Bellone ' ; la ' Nereide,' 
entre cette Fregate et la ' Victoire ' ; 1" Iphig^nie,' par le 
travers de la ' Minerve ' ; la ' Magicienne,' entre cette derniere 
et le Vaisseau de la Compagnie. Au moment oil les Boulets 
nous d^passaient, le ' Syritis ' toucha sur un petit banc 
inconnu. Le Capitaine Lambert prit son poste, et n'eut 
pas plutot envoye sa troisi^me volee que la ' Minerve ' 
coupa son cable pour s'eloigner de son feu. La ' Magicienne, 
qui etoit prfes de T' Iphigenie,' toucha sur un banc de 
maniere a la priver de tirer avec plus de six pieces de canons. 
La malheureuse ' Nereide ' prit son poste a peu de chose pres, 
et soutint de la maniere la plus courageuse le feu dirige 
sur elle et celui qui e^toit destine pour le ' Syrius.' La 
' Bellone ' coupa alors ses cables pour fuir le combat. Tons 
les navires de I'Enemi etant ^choues, et voyant le ' Syrius ' 
ne pouvait se relever, ils dirigerent tous leur feu sur la 
' Nereide,' qui, quoiqu'accablee dans ce combat inegal, ne 
cessa de tirer jusqu'a dix heures. II m'est penible de dire 
que le Capitaine, les officiers, et tout le monde a bord de cette 
fregate sont ou tues ou blesses ! Le Capitaine Lamber 
aurait pu joindre I'enemi s'il n'en eut ete empeche par un 
l)as fond qui se trouvait entre lui et sa fregate ; il fit tout ce 
qui dependait de lui et continua un feu bien nourri, quoiqu'- 
eloigne. La victoire eut ete certaine si une des fregates avait 
pu s'approcher de la ' Bellone.' Je dois vous informer qu'au 
moment ou nous toucliames, tous les efforts possibles furent 
employes afin de relever le navire ; des ancres furent mouillees 
afin de le touer, mais malheureusement elles deraperent ; 
alors je fis porter mes deux dernieres, a pres avoir file toute 
ma grande touee (manoeuvre qui ne se fit pas sans des 
efforts extraordinaires), et quoique j'eusse fait virer au 
cabestan sur I'une, et fait force avec des caillornes et des 
palans sur Tautre, nous ne parvinmes pas a nous haler d'un 
pouce ce qui tenait a la nature du fond sur lequel nous 
etions echoues et aux fortes raffailles qui soufflaient. 
Nous allegeames la fregate sur I'avant ; toutes tentatives 
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I'ureiit aussi infructueuses que p^nibles pour la mettre a flot 
avant le jour ; tout tut employ^ sans succes. 'Dans ce 
moment la ' Nereido ' ne formait plus que des debris. La 
' Ma<^icieime ' ^tait dans une aussi facheuse position que 
lo ' iSyrius,' et T' Iphigenie ' 6tait dans Fimpossibilit^ 
d'approcher les batiments de I'enemis, qui tons ^taient ^choues 
(^n parquet sur la cote. Cette Fregate ne pouvait non plus 
par sa position nous preter aucun secours, et ce ne fat que le 
25 dans la matinee qu'elle y parvint. 

" Je fit assembler les officiers de I'etat major, les officiers 
de mariniers, charpentiers et autres, qui, apr^s avoir faite une 
visite exact(^ et scrupuleuse, decidaient qu'il e^toit impossible 
de r(4(iver la Fregate. On me fit le meme rapport du bord 
de la ' Magicienne,' Capitaine Curtis en adjoutant qu'elle 
])erdait b(?aucoup du monde par lefeu de I'enemi. J'attendis 
la nuit j)Our I'ordonner I'abandonner, et comme les vaisseaux 
de ]'(^nemi ne pouvaient se relever de la cote, j'ai 
juge prudent de me maintenir sur I'lsle de la Passe, et 
en consequ(»nce j'ai ordonne a V Iphigenie ' de s'y rendre 
])oiir adjouter des forces a la-dite Isle, n'ayant pas 
res])oir d'un j)rompt secours. J'ai aussi juge convenable 
(I'abandonner ma fregate, qui etait a la portee du feu de 
tons l(»s post(^s et vaisseaux enemis, et qui ne pouvait par sa 
situation lui ri])oster qu'avec deux pieces seulement. Apres 
avoir mis tout mon equipage sur I'lsle de la Passe on a bord 
de V Iphigenie,' le Lt. Watling et moi avons mis le feu a la 
Fregat(\ 

" J'os(; esperer, Monsieur, que quoique mon entreprise ait 
etc vraiment malheureuse, nul blame no peut rejaillir sur 
aucun de nous, et jamais Caj)itaine, Officiers et Equipages 
n'ont ete au combat avec plus de certitude de vaincre, et j'ose 
affirmer que si j'avais pu mettre le ' Syrius ' par le travers et 
prcs de la ' Bellone,' tons les vaisseaux enemis auraient 
tombes en notre possession en moins d'une demi-heure. La 
Fregate 1" Iphigenie ' et les Equipages du ' Syrius ' et de la 
' Ma<iicienn(5 ' vont a la defense de I'lsle de la Passe. 

•' Pour Cpio conformo, " ^^^S"^) ^^ ^™- 

" A Barry, Secretairo-on-chef du Gouvernement." 
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